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With an Explication and: Confirma- 
_ tion of thoſe. ANSWERS: 
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Brize [INSTRUCTION 


IN 
The Worſhip of God, ec. 


Q.r, Hat doth God require of us 
in onur dependance on him, 
\ b that he may be glorified by 


us, and we accepted with 

him ? 
Anſw. Chat we (a) Worſhip him (b) in 
> and by the ways ofbrs own appointment. 
(a) Marth. 4. 10. Rey, 14. 7, Dent, 6. 13. 
; chap. 10. 20. (6) Lev: 10. 1, 2,3. Exod, 
4 24.3. Gen. 18. 19. Joſh. 23, "© 8. Zach. | 
$ 14+ IG. 


*. 


; 


Explication, 


-— 


By the Worſvjp of God enquired as; * 
nor char which is »a4t#ral Or moral, which | 


2 A Brief Inſtrnftion 
is required inthe firſt Commandment is in- 
tended. Such is our faith and confidence in 
him, our fear of him, our ſubjeion of ſoul 
and conſcience nnto him, as the great So- 
vereign Lord, firft cauſe, laſt end, Judge and 


Rewarder of all men; the Law whereof was 


originally written in the heart of Man, and 
hath been variouſly improved and direted 
by new Revelations and Inſtitutions. And 
this Worſhip is called Natsral, upon 8 
double account. 

Firſt, Becavſe it depends on the Natare 
of God, a due perception and underſtanding 
whereof, makes all chis Worſhip indiſpen- 
ſibly neceflary : for none can k»ow God, bat 
itis his duty to glorifie him as God, that is, 
ro believe in him, love him, eruſt him, and 
call upon bim; which all are therefore carſed 
thatdonot. P/al. 79. 6. 2 Theſſ. 1.8. 

And, Secondly, Becauſe it was in the prin- 
ciple of it corccreated with the zat-re of man, 
as that which ſoired, dire&ted, and enabled 
him to anſwer the Law of his Creation, re- 
quiring this obedience of bim in his depen- 
dance on God. And this Worſh'p is 1»va- 
riable : but it concerneth thoſe outward 
ways and means whereby God hath ap- 
pointed that faith, and love, and fear of 
him to be exerciſed and expreſſed unto his 


glory . | 
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in the worſhip of God, &c. 3 


1 olory. And this kind of Worfbip. though it 
-\ depend nor upon the Narwre of God, but up- 


on his free and arbitrary diſpoſal, and ſo 


J was of old liable unco alterations; yer God 


did ever ſtrictly require in the ſeveral ſtates 
and conditions that bis Church hath gone 
through io the world, And ehis is that which 
moſt commonly in the Scripture is called by 
the name of the worſhip of Godzas that where- 
by all the acceptable aRtings -of che ſouls 
of men towards him are expreſs'd, and the 
only way of owning and acknowledging him 
in the world, as alſo of entertaining a viſible 
intercourſe with him, This therefore be 
calls for, & requires indiſpenſibly of all char 
draw nigh co bim, and that becauſe he is rhe 
Lord our God, Rew,14.6 7. Mat. 4.10. Dent. 
IO, 12,13.For his obſervance hereof, doth he 
ſo apfrove of Abrabam, Gen.18.19.and ſers 
it down as an everlaſting law unto all ocbers, 
that in a holy obſervation thereof, he will be 
ſanFified in all that draw nigh unto him, Lev. 
10. 1,2,3. His commands aiſo concerning i- 

are multiglied in the Scriptare, with the ap 
probation of all choſe that attend unto them, 

We may nor think to find acceprance wit: 
God, or to inberit the promiſes, if ſuppoſing; 

our ſelves :0 adhere unto h/m in Worſhip 5»: 
ternal and natural, we negleR that which is 
B 2 externad 


EO 4 of brief Inflrultion + 
exter»al, and of his free appointment : for . 


beſides, that we renounce thereby our in- 
ward dependance on him alſo, in not ob- 
ſerving his commands,ss Adam didin tranf- 
greſling an Inſtitution, we become wholly 
uſcleſs unto all the ends of his glory in the 
-world, which is not the way tO come to an 
enjoyment of him. Neither do we only ex- 
preſs and profeſs our inward woral nai- 
ral worſhip of God hereby, by which 
means it becomes the principal way and in- 
ſtrumenr of faith and truſt, exerting theme 
ſelves in our obedience, but alſo it is a moſt 
eftcRual help and aſſiſtance unto the princi- 
ple of that natural worſhip, ſtrengthening 
the babis of it, and exciting it unto all ſu- 
table aHi»gs, unto its encreaſe and growtb. 


Qu.2. By what means do we come30 know 
that Goa will thus be wor ſhipped ? 
 Anſw, That God tis tobe wozſhipped, 
Ind that accozding to his own will and 
appointment, is a (a) pzincipal beanch of 
the Law ofour Creation, wzitten in our 
hearts; the (b) ſenſe whereof igrenewed 
in the ſecond Commandment, but the 
ways and means of that wozſhtp depend 
meeripon God's( c?) Sobereign Pleaſure 
and Inſtitution, (4) Rom. 1, 2x. chap. 2+ 


I4, 19. 
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11the Worſhip of God, &c, $ 
14,15, Acts 15.16,17, AQ.17.23,24,25,26, 
27,28,29 verſes. (b) Ex0d.20.4.5,6, (c)Jer. 
7.31. Ex0d.25, 40. Heb. 3.1,2, 3, 4, 5,0. 
Joh, 1,18. 


Explication. 


Theſe two things all men ſaw by nature. 

Firſt, Thar God, however they miſtook 
in their apprehenſions of him, woald be and 
was to be worſhipped with ſome outward 
ſolewin Worſhip. So that although ſome 
are reported to have even caſt off all know- 
ledge and ſenſe of a Divine Being, yet never 
any were heard of, that came to an acknow- 
ledgement of any God, true or falſe, bur 
they all conſented, that he was conſtantly 
and ſolemnly to be worſhipped. And char 
not only by s6dividual Perſons, but by Socie- 
ties together, that fo they m:ghr own and 
honour him whom they rook for their God. 
And thus far outward Worſhip is required 
in the firſt Commandment ; namely, thar 
the inward be exerciſed and exprefled. 
When we take God for our God, we take 
him to worſhip him, De#t.10.12. 13. Other 
thoughts, namely of inward Worſhip, with» 
out outward expreſſion ar all, or any time, 
or in any way, are but a covert unto 

Arhesſm, And, 
B 3 Secondly, 


d. 


6 A brief Inftraftion 

Sccondly, This alſo they were led to an 
apprehenſion of, by the fame light whereby 
they are a Law unto themſelves, Rom.2.14. 
that God would be worſhipped in the way, 
and by the means that he himſelf appointed 
and approved , whence none among the 
Heathex themſelves nnderrook to appoint 
ways and Ceremonies of Worſhip, bur ftill 
they pretended to derive the knowledge of 
them from the Gods themſelves, of whom 
they reckoned that every one would be 
worſhipped in his own way. And becauſe 
notwithttanding this pretence, being lefr of 
God, and deluded of Satay, they did invent 
falſe and fool:ſh ways of Worſhip, not only 
not appointed of God, but ſuch as were un- 
ſuited unto thoſe inbred notions which they 
hed of his nature and excellencies, the Apo- 
tle convinces and diſproves them, as men 
aCing againſt the Lighe of nature, and Prin- 
ciples of Reaſon, Row.1.21- they might bave 
ſeen, that, in their Idolatry they anſwered 
nor their.own inbred conceptions of the Ds- 
vine Power and Godhead, 1o as to glorifie bim 
as God. And in the like manner doth he ar- 
one at large, A#.17.23. But beyond this, 
the 5»bred light of nature could not condut 
any of the Sons of men. This alone is con-- 
tained inthe firſt Precept, That God was 
0 


i" the Worſhip of God, &c. 7 
to be worſhipped they knew, and that he 
was to be worſhipped by ways and means of 
his own appointment they knew, bat what 
thoſe ways and means were, they knew not. 
Theſe always depended on Gods ſoveraign 
will and pleaſure, and he made them known 
to whom be pleaſed, P/a/.147.19,20. And 
although ſome of the ways which he doth 
appoint, may ſeem to have a great compli- 
ance in them unto the /sght of »4atwre, yer in 
his worſhip he accepts chem not on that ac- 
count ; but meerly on that of his own inſti- 
eution. And this as he hach declared his will 
about in che ſecond Commandment, ſo be 
hack ſeverely forbidden the 44dition of our 
own inventions unto what he hath appoint- 
ed : ſending us for inſtruction unto him 
alone, whom he hach endowed with Sc: ve- 
raign Antherity to reveal bis wil, and or- 
dain bis worſhip, Fob» 1,18. Mat. 17 5. 
1 Chron,16.13. 


Q1.3. How then are theſe ways and means 
of the Wor ſhip of God made known unto us ? 

Anſw. Jn and by the w2itten Wozdonly; 
which contains a full « perfect Revelation 
of the UNi11 of God, as to hig whole UW07- 
ſbtp,andall the concernments oft : Joh. 5. 
39, 11a.8,20, Luk.16.19. 2 Tin. 3.15, '6,17. 
B + | IrC.. | 


gs A brief Inſiruftimn 
x Per.1.19; Denr.4.2. chap.12.32. Joſh.1.7. 
Prov.30.6. Rev.22.20. I[#,29.13. I 


Explication. 


The End wherefore God granted bis 
Word unto the Church, was, that thereby 
it might be inſtruRted in his mind and will,as 
ro what concerns the worſhip and ob:dience 
that he requireth of as, and which is accepr- 
ed with him. This the whole Scriptare it 
ſelf every where declares and ſpeaks our un. 
co all char do receiveit, as 2 T5w.3. 15,16, * 
17.with the reſidue of the teſtimonies above #| 
recited, do declare. It ſuppoſerh, it decla= |} 
rech, that of our ſelves we are ignorant how 
God is, how he ought to be worſhipped, 7/a. 
8.20. Moreover it manifeſts him to be a jea- 
lous God, exerciſing that holy property of 
his nature in an eſpecial manner abour his 
Worſhip , rej:Qing and deſpiſing every 
thing that is not according to bis will, thac 
1s not of his Inſtication, Exod.2044.,5. 

That we may know what is ſo, he hath 
made aRevelation of his mind and will in 
bis written Word, chat is, the Scripture. And 
tothe end that we might expeR inſtruRtion 
from chence alone in bis Worſhip, and at 
therein accordingly. | 

Firſt, 


Firſt; He ſends us and divetls ws thereunto, 


7. | 
F expreſly for thar purpoſe, 7/4.8.28, Lwk16. 


19. Joh.5.3 9. and not once [NCLMATES in the 


leaſt, any other way or means of inſtruction 

unto. that end, | 
EY Secondly; He frequently afhims, that it is 
| #F ſufficient, able, and perfe& ro gnide us there- 

in, 2 T5m.3.15,16,17. 1Per. 1.19. P/al.19. 


L 7,8,9. And whereas he bath expreſly given- 


Z it unco us for that end, if there be any want 
7 ordefe& therein, it muſt ariſe from hence, 
Z that either God would not,or could nor give 


unto us & perfect Revelation of his will z nei- * 


7 ther of which can be imagined. 
Thirdly, He bath commandedus to ob- 
| ſerve all whatſoever he harh appointed 
5 therein,and not to make any addition there- 
y unto, Foſh.1.,7. Dens.4.2. chape12.32. Prov. 
30 6. Rev,22.20, And, | 
 Foxrthly, Peculiarly interdiCted vs the uſe 
43 of any fach things as are of che inftication 


7 orappointment of Men, 1/a.29.13;14, So 


thar from the Scriptures alone, are we to 
| learn what is accepted with God in his wor- 
2 ſhip. 


Y always the ſame from the beginning f | | 
7 Anſw. No! But God hath altered and 

changed them at ſundry ſeaſons, accozding 
to 


in the Warſpip of God, &c. 9 


Qa.4. Have theſe Ways and means beets 
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to the counſel of his own will, fo as be A 


A brief InſirufQtion 


IO 


ſaw neceſſary foz his own Glozy, and the ' 
Edtfication of his Church. See Gen.2.16, 
17, Gen.17.10, 11. Ex0d.12.3,4,5. Exod. 
20, Chap.25.9. Heb.1.1. Heb.g9,10,1 1,12. 


Explication. 


The external Worſhip whereof we ſpeak, | 
being as was ſhewed before, not zatural or | 
moral, a:ifing neceſſarily from the depen» | 
dance of the rational Creature on God, as © 
ies firſt Cauſe, chieſeft Good, laſt End, and * 
Soveraign Lord, but proceeding from the | 
meer will and pleaſureof God, derermining * 
how he will be honoured and glorified in the } 
world was always alterable by him,by whom 7 
it was appointed. And whereas ever ſince } 


the entrance of fin into che World, God : 


had always reſpe& unto the promiſe of the | 
Lord- Chriſt, and bis mediacion, in whom * 
alone he will be glorified, and faith in whom 
he aimed co begin and increaſe in all his 
Worſhip, he hath ſuited his Inftitutions of 


| the means thereof, ro that diſpenſation of 


Light and Knowledpe of him, which he was 
picaſed at any time co grant, Thus imme- 
digely af:er the giving of the Promiſe, be 
8ppornted Sacrsfices for the preat means of 

| bis 


in the Warſhip of God, &c. 11 


be \} his Worſhip ; «s to glorifie brmſelf expreſly 


J by Mens offering unto him of the principal 
J good things which he had given them, fo to 
inſtru chem in the Faith, and confirm them 
in the ExpcQation of the Grear Sacrifice for 
Sin, thar was to be offered by the promiſed 
Seed, Gen.4.3,4+ Heb.11.4. Theſe were the 
! firſt inftitured Worſhip of God in the world 
7 after the entrance of fin, Hereunto he 
! nexily added Circumciſion , as an expreſs 
ſign of the Covenanr, with the grace of it, 
which he called Abrahaw and his Seed unto, 
by Jeſus Chriſt, Gey.17.10,11. And to the 
ſame general end and purpoſe, he afterwards 
ſaper-added the Paſſcover with its attendant 
inſtirutions, Exod-12.23.24. And then the 
whole Law of inſtitutions contained in Or- 
dinances , by the Miniſtery of Angels on 
Mount Sinas, Exod.20. So by ſundry de- 
grees he buile up that fabrick of his ow1ward 
Worſeip, which was ſuited in his 1ir.finite 
wiſdom unto his own glory, and the edifica- 
ton of his Church, until che exhib.tion of 
the promiſed Seed, or the coming of Chriſt 
in tbe fleſh, and the accompliſhment of the 
work of his mediation, Heb.1.1. for unto 
thac ſeaſon were thoſe Ordinances:to ſerve,; 
and no longer, Heb 9.10,11,12. And then, 
were they remoyed by the fame authority 
where- 
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12 . A brief Infirution- R030! 
whereby they were inſticated and appoint-/ 
ed, Co/:2,14,18,19,20. So that though God W 
would never allow, that Men, upon whar WW 4” 
preteace ſoever, ſhould make anyalteration WW) 
in the Worſhip appointed by him, by adding 
unto it any thing of their own, or omitting Frove 
ought that be had commanded, either in $120 
matter or manner, notwithſtanding that he % 
knew that jt was to abide bur for a ſeaſon, 3c" 
but commanded all men ſtrairly to attend to |! 
the obſervation of it, whilſt jr was by him 
continued in force, Ma/.q. 4. yet he always 7 
reſerved unto bimſelf the ſoyeraign Power 
of s]tering, changing, or utterly aboliſhing 
ic at his own pleaſure : Which authority be 
exerted in the Goſpel 8s to all the meer infti- 
cutions of the Old Teſtament. Whilſt they 
continued. he enforced them with oral rea- 


ſons, as his own Holineſs and Authority; & 18 
bur thoſe reaſons prove not any of thoſein- AJ a 
ſtitutions to be woral, unleſs they enſue up- J1 
on thoſe reaſons alone, and are no where *Þ 1 


elſe commanded: for being once inſticared 

and commanded, they are to be enforced 

with moral conſiderations, raken from the 
Nature of God, and our Duty, in reference 
unto his Authority. So, ſaich he, Thou ſhalt Þ 
reverence wy Sanituary 1am the Lord, which 
no more proves that a woral Dxty, than char 
enjoyned 


:n the Worſbipof God,'&c. I'3; 
Rojoyned upon the ſame fonndation; Levir. 
141.44. 1 aw the Lord your God, ye ſhall there- 
| Wore ſanitsfie your ſelves, & ye ſhall be holy, for 
WW as holy neither fhal ye defile your [elves with 
ny manner of creeping thing that oreepeth np- 
2" the Earth-Not defiling our ſelves with the 
Frouching or eating of creeping things,is now 
$no moral Daty, ſince the inſtitution is cea- 
ſed, although ir be enforced by many moral 
Zconliderations, 


= Qu.5. Is there any farther alteration to be 
7 expetted in or of thoſe Inflituttons and Ordi- 
3 nances of Worſmip, which are revealed and ap-= 
# pointed in the Goſpel ? 

* Aoſw, No! Thelaſt compleat Revela- 
x tton of the will of God being made by the 
4 Son, who is Lozdof all, bis Commands 
4 and Jnſtitutrons are to be obſerved tnvio- 
7 lablp unto the end of the UWozld, without 
1 alteration, diminution, oz addition, Heb. 
3 1.1. chap.10.25,26,27, Mar.28.20, 1 Cor. 
7 11.26, 1 Tim. 6.14. ; 


Explication. 


5 Ir was ſhewed before that all the Inſticu- 
! tions of the Old Teſtament had reſpect ant 
! the coming of Chrift in the fleſh, who was 
ee 


I4- A brief Inſtrntion 
the end of the Law, Rom.10.4. and thereupon %j 
they were ſubject to alteration and abolition \; 
upon a twofold account. | , 
Firſt, Becauſe char which they were ap- 
pointed principally to inſtra&t rhe Church 
in, and dire& it unto the expeRation of, 
was upon his coming accompliſhed and ful- ' 
filled, ſo that their end was abſolately taken | 
away 3 and they conld no more truly teach 7 
the mind and will of God : for they would 7 
ſill dire unto that which was to come, af- - 
rer it was paſt and accompliſhed, And this :! 
's that which the Apoſtle Pax/ ſo variouſly 7 
proves, and fully confirms in his Epiſtle co 2 
the Hebrews, eſpecially in the 7,8, 9, and 7? 
10 Chapters, [- 
Secondly, The Lord Chriſt during their ? 
continuance, was tO cone as the Lord over ' 
his whole Houſe, with more full and ample !? 
authority, than ny of thoſe, whom God bad ' 
employed in the inſticution of his Ordinan. 
ces of old, were intraſted witha), Heb.1.1,2, 
3- He ſpake in for mer days by the Prophets, but 
»ow by the Son, whom he hath appointed Heir of 
all, Chap.3.5,6. Chriſt as a Son over his own | 
Hogwſe, whoſe Houſe are we. And therefore 
they were all co be at his diſpoſa),to confirm ? 
or remove, as he ſaw reaſon and occaſion. 
And this he did virtwaly in the _—_ of 
im; 


| 5n the Worſhip of God, &c. 
| Simſelf, oc the blood of his Croſs, fulfilling 
{and finiſhing of them all, 7obn 19. 30. 
Breaking down the middle wall of Partition, 
rbolsſbing in by fleſh the enmity, even the Law 
pf Commandments contained in Ordinances, 
blorting out the hana-writing of Ordinances, 
Þ be took it out of the Way,nayling it ro ba croſs, 
& Epbeſ.2.15. Col.2.14. 
3 Secondly, Authorstatively, by bis Spiritin 
7 the Apoſtles, and the dorine of the Goſpel 
; preached by them, A&.15.10,11. Now there- 
7 fore why tempt ye God, to put a yoak, wpon the 
4 neckof the Diſciples, which neither onr Fa» 
4 thers nor we were able to bear ,, but we behieve 
1 that through the Grace of the Lord Feſms 
7 Chriſt we ſhall be ſFved, even «« they, Gal.3. 
1 24,25, Wherefore the Law was owr Schoolmas 
3 fer to bring #s unto Chriſt, that we might be 
4 juſtified by faith ; but after that farth come, 
7 we are no longer under a Schoolmaſter, Chap. 
4 5:-2,3,4+ And evenrtaugfly, or providentially, 
} when he cauſed ſacrifice anavffering to ceaſe, 
1 by the Prince of the people, that came with an 
' Army waking deſolate, to deſtroy both City 
| and Sgniinarm, Dan.9.26,27. according to 
, his prediction, Mat.24.2. But now under 
5 


the New Teſtament, the Worſhip that is, 
/ appointed in the Goſpel, is founded in, and 
J built upon wha: is already paſt and accom- 
1 % Pplilhed, 
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for fin made chereby, 1 Cor,11.23,24,25, 


neicher is there any thing elſe ro the ſame 
purpoſe, cither »eeafu/ or poſlible, Heb. to. 


teration in thoſe that are already inſtituted, 


Nor, 
Secondly, Can any one be expeted ro 


anthority for the Revelation of his mind, 

' than char wherewith his only Son was ac- 
companied ; which yet myſt be, if any alte- 
rations were to be madl i in the appoint- 
ments of Worſhip thae be hath' inſtituted 
in the Goſpel. 

For no Inferiour, nor an Equal Authori- 
ty, can aboliſh or alterthat which j is already 
appointed, ſo as, to give ſatisfaction unto 
the ConſcienceFot Men in obedience unto 
ſach alterations. And therefore becauſe 


under the Old Teſtament, there could be 
no alteration made in his Isftications, bar 

e Church: was bound ſeverely to obſerve 
them all until the coming of Chrift, 2al.4. 


4. Remember ze the Law of Moſes my Sers 
p [4 vant, 


pliſhed, Ms wo death and life of Jeſus F l 
Chriſt, with the facrifice aud atronement þ 


26. which can never be apain performed ;' 


26, Sp that there is not any ground left for 
any new inſticution of -Worſhip, or any sl-_ 


comefrom God with a greater and more full | 


there aroſe not 8s Prophet like unto Moſer 
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in the WayſbiP of Goll, &c. 17 


= vant, which I commanded unro him in Hoveb, 
i for all Iſrael, with his Statntes and 7 mage- 


werts ; and that becauſe there aroſqnot a Pro- 
phet afterwards in Iſracl, like nnto Moſes, 
whom the Lord knew fact toface,Deur.34:10, 
And our Apoſtle co pfove therightof Chriſt 
fro alcer the Orginances of the Law, lays his 
foundation in manifeſting thac he was above 
the eAngels, Heb. 1.4. being made ſo much 
—_— ban the Angels, as he vath by inheri- 

avice obtained a womt excelltnt name thanthey, 


| andrhatfbecauſe the Law was given by the 
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Ainſtry of Angels; chap.2.2. And lo alſo 
that _— greater than Aoſes, chap.3.3. 
For 41 Was accolmied worthy of more 


glory than Moſes, in as much af be who hath 


builded.the Howſe, hath more hononr than the 
Houſe ; Moſes, verily was faithful in all his 


| Houſe, as a Servant, but Chriſt a4 a Son over 


his own hoſe : Becauſe Moſes was the Law- 
giver, and the Mediator berween _—_— 
Man in the giving of the Law, Now it this 
be the ſole foundation and warrant of the al- 
reration made of Moſaical Ordinances by - 
Chriſt, namely that be was greater, and &2* 

alced above all thoſe whoſe Miwiftlry was. 


uſed inthe diſpenſation of the DUI 
4ome can be thovghc ro be prearef” and ex- 


alted in authority above the Sor» of- God, 
C there 
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RY Brief Inſtruftion 


there can be no alteration expected in the | 
Inſticutions of the Goſpel). 'P 


Qu. 6. May not ſuch an Eftate of Faith 
and Perfetion in Obedience be attained in tha 
life, as wherein Believers may be freed from all 
Obligations, #nto the obſervation of Goſpel- 
Inſtitutions ? ; 

Anſw. No ! Foz the Dedinances and 
Inſtitutions of the Goſpel, being inſepa»* 2? 
rably annexed unto the Evangelical Admt- 7 
nifirationof the Covenant of Gzace, they 
may not be left unobſerved, diſuſed, or o- 
mitted, whilſt we are to walk befoze God # 
mn that Cobenant without contempt of the i 
Covenant it ſelf, ag alſo of the TWiſdom Þ! 
and Authozity of Jeſus Chetft, Heb.3.3, þ 
4,5,6.Rom.6.3,4,5,6. Luk.22,19,20. 1Cor. | 
T1.24,25,26, Heb.10.25.Rev.2.5, chap.3.3. © u 


Explication. 


All our faitb,all our obedience in this life, 
whatever may be obtained, or attained unto 
therein, ir all belongs unto our walking with 
God in the Covenant of Grace, wherein 
God dwells with Men, and they are his Peo- 
ple, and God himſelf is wich them to be 
their God. Other ways of communion _ 

im, 
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n the worſhip of God, &c. 19 

S him, of obedience unto him, of enjoyment 
'F of bim, on this fide Heaven and Glory, be 
IJ hath not appointed nor revealed, Now'this 
is the Covenant that God hath made with 
his people, That he will pwt his Laws vnto 
their mind, and write them in their hearts, 
and will be to them a God, and they ſhall be to 
him a People, and be will be merciful to their 
 munrighteouſneſs, and their ſins and their 1ni- 
 quiries will he remember no more, Heb.s g,10, 
*# 11,12. And whatever men attain unto, it 1s 
7 by vertue of the grace of that Covenanr, 
7 Nor is thereany grace promiſed inthe Co> 
& venant tolead men in this /ife, or to give 
# them up unto a ſtare of perteRion ſhort of 
$ glory. Unto this Covenanr, ere the Inſtitu- 
4 rions of Goſpel-Worſhjp annexed, and un- 
ro chat adminiſtration of ic which 1s granted 
anto the Church upon the coming and death 
of Chriſt. Without a renunciation and relin- 
quiſhment of that Covenant, and the grace 
of it, theſe inſtitutions cannot be omitted or 
deſerted. If men ſuppoſe that they bave at- 
! tained coan eſtate wherein they need nei. 
Z ther the grace of God, nor tbe mercy of 
3 God, nor the blood of Chriſt, nor the Spi- 
g ricof Chriſt, ir is not mach material wbat 
# they think of the Ordinances of Worlhip, 
Their pride and folly, witbout that mercy 

| So  _ which 
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which is taughr, promiſed and exhibited in 3 


thoſe Ordinances, wil} ſpeedily be their ra- 


ine. Beſides, the Lord Chriſt is the abſolute 3 
Lord over his own bonſe, Heb.3.4,5,6. And | 
he hath given ont the Laws whereby he will | 
haveit guided and ruled whilſt it is in this 5% 
World. In and by theſe Laws, are bis Or- 7 
dinances of Worſhip eſtabiiſhed. For any ' 


perſons on what pretence ſoever, to plead 
an exemption from the obligation of thoſe 


Laws, it is nothing bur to calt off the Lord> | 


ſoip and dominion of Chriſt himſelf. And 


yer farther, to ſecure our obedience in this |} 


matter, he hath expreſly commanded the 


continuance of them until his coming unto |} 
Judgemear, as in the places above: quoted 7 


will appear. 


Quo.7.What are the chief things that we ought 


of Chriſt in the Goſpel ? 

Anſw. 1. To ſanctifie the Name of God. 
2+ To own and avowto our p2ofeſſed ſubje- 
ctton (0 the Lozd Jeſus Chzift. 3. To buitd 
upour ſelves in our moſt holp Faith, And 


4, To teſtifie and confirm our mutual lobe, % 


as we are Believers. (1.) Lev.10.3. Heb. 
12.28,29. (2.) Deur. 26.17. Joſh. 24. 22. 
2Cor.85. (3.) Epheſ.4. 12, 13, 14, 15,16. 
Jude 


Jr 
to aim at 3n our ebſervation of the inſtitutions + 


7 \ WOW 
- - 4 : — en 3 wel 
» —_— Crs 
6 - Py wy ” _—_ S +&) Aly 2d 
IRE 3 rat ens . 
OR. 


m—__ —_ ca 0a ww MY ..a4..49 


. 
-\ 


£ 


Explication. 


That we may profitably and comfortably, 


YN unto the glory of God, and our own edifi- 
F cation, be exerciſed in the obſervation of 
2 the Inſtitutions and Worſhip of God, we 
2} are always to conſider what are the ends for 
+ which God hath appointed chem, and com- 
7 manded our attendance unto them, that ſo 
#* our obſervance of them may be the obeatence 
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7 of faith. For what end ſo ever God hath 
7 appointed them unto, for that end are they 
;7 uſeful and effeRua), and for no other. If we 
Z cometo them for any other end, if we uſe 


them for any other purpoſe, or with any 
other deſign, if we look for any thing in 


J them or by them, but what God hathap- 
:F pointed them to communicate unto us, we 


d:ſhonour God, and deceive our own ſou!s. 
This we ought diligently co i::quire into, to 
know not only whart God requires of us, but 
wherefore alſo he requires i', and what he 
aims at therein. Some of the principal things 
whereof, are enumerated 1n this anſwer. 
And itis well known how horribly many of 
the Inſtitutions of the Goſpe!, have been by 
lome, eſpecially the Papsſfts,abuſed, hy a nep- 

C2 let 


1 the Worſhip of God, &c. 21 
;RJade 20. (4.) 1 Cor. 10. 16, 17, 


22 ' A brief Inſftraftion 

le& of the exds of God in them, and impo- * 
ſing »ew exas of their own ppon them, unto þ 
Snperſtition and Idolatry. Grace is aſcrib- ! 
ed unto ghe outward obſervance of them , | 
whereas all Grace is of the promiſe, and the * 
promiſe in the Covenant is given only to the ? 
faith of rhe right obſervers. The elements 7 

. in the Sacrament of the Exchariſft,are turn= | 
ed into a God, firſt worſhipped,and then de- 7 
voured, with many the like abominations. 


Qu. 8. How may we ſanitific the name of | 
God in the uſe of Goſpel Inſtitutions ? tg 

Anſw.1. By an holp reverence of his So- * 
beratgn Authozity appotnting of them. 2, i! 
An hoip regardunto his ſpecial pzeſence in XZ 
them. 3. Faith tn his pzomiſes annered to '! 
them. 4. Delight in his Will, Wiſdom, * 
Love and Gzace manifeſted tm them. 5. 
Conſtancy and perſeberance in obedience || 
unto him in their due Obſerbation. (1) * 
Levit.10.3, Mal 1.6, Rom.4.11, Exod. 20.6, 
7. Jam.4.12. (2)Mat.28.20.I1ia.59,21.Ex00. 
29-43,44,45-41 3+ ) Ger. 15-6, Heb. 4.2, 6. 
Exod. 12.27 28, 2 Cor.6.16, 17,18, chap.7. 
I. (4.) Plal.88.1,2 4.10. Plal.65.4. Pal. 35. 
7,8, (5- ) Plal.23-6.Plal. 27.4. Rev.2. 3, 10. 

_Gal.6.9. Heb.10.23 24,25. Heb.12.3. 
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Explication. 


in the Worſhip of God,&c. 
Explication. 


This is the firſt thing that God requiceth 
| Wus to attend unto, in the celebration of the 
2 Ordinances of his worſhip, namely, that we 
7 therein ſavitifie his yame , the greateſt 


un 


7 we do herein Levit. 10.3. 1wll, ſaith he, be 
7 [anRified in them that come nigh unto we, and 
7} before all the prople 1 will be glorified. What- 
7 ever we doin his worſhip,we muſt do it that 
7 he may be ſanRified, or whatever we do is 
3 an abomination to him. Now the principall 
= wayes how we may herein ſanRife the name 
Z of God are expreſſed. As, 

% Firft, wheninevery Ordinance, we con- 
ſider his appointment of it , and ſubmit our 
ſouls and conſciences unto his authority 
therein, which if we obſerye any thing in his 
worſhip but what he hath appointed, we 
cannot do, Not formality,nor cuſtome, not 
the precepts of Men, not any thing bur the 
# Azthority and command of God, is to be re- 
ſpeed in this obedience. This is the Firſt 
thing thac Faith regards in Divine Wor. 
ſhip; ir reſts not in any thing , cloſeth 
not with any thing, but what Ic diſcerns thac 
C 4 God 


% 
Y 
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God hath commanded, and therein it eyes ! 
his Authority as he i fun ir, Mal.1.6. If } 
ne honour ? If I be a | 
Maſter, where's my Fear? Rom.14.11. As | 
T live, {asth the Lord, every knee ſhall bow to | 
we, andevery tongue ſhall confeſs to God. Re- | 
verence then unto the authority of God ap- ! 
pointing his Worſhip, is a principal means 7 
of ſanQifying the name of God therein. This .; 


A brief Inſtru&ion 


1 be a father where 


was the ſolemn ſanRion of all his Inſtitutt- 
ons of old, D-a.6.4 5,6,7. Hear, O Iſrael, 
the Lord our God 1s one Lord, and thou ſhalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, axd 
with all thy Soul, and with all thy might ; and 
theſe Words which I command thee thus Day, 
ſhall be in thy heart, and thou ſalt teach 
them diligently unto thy Children, And the 
obſervation of them he preſſech on this ac- 
count, that the people might fear rhat gloy;- 
ons and dreadful Name, The Lord thy God, 
Deutr.28.58. which Name he had fo ofcen 
engaged in his commands,ſaying, Thou ſhalr 
do it, I am the Loyd. And in the New-Teſta- 
ment, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt propoſeth his 
authority as the foundacion of his comman- 
ding, and our obſervation of all the Inftiru- 
tions of the Goſpel, A4ar.28.18,1 9,20. Je/us 
came and ſpake unto them, ſaying, All power 
$: givewme in Heaven and Earth, go ye there- 
| fore, 
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Fore, and teach all Nations, baptizing them in 
'$he name of the Father, andof the Son, and of 
he holy Ghoſt, teaching them to obſerve all 
things whatſoever T bave commanaed you. And 
he is co be conſidered in all our obedience,as 
T the great and only Law-piver of his Church, 
- 3 as the one Law-giver, who ts able 10 ſave and 
; Þ to deſtroy, Jam. 4-12. the Soveraign Lord 0- 
+ ver his Howſe , Heb. 3.4, 5, 6. unto 
” whom eyery knee z to bow, and every con- 
ſcience to be in ſubjxRion, and he who 
* beareth not hu woice, is to be cut off from 
kj the People of God, A#.3-23. I: hall come 
7 to paſs, that every Soul Which will not hear 
; rbat Prophet, ſhall be deſtroyed from among 
© the People. | 
7 Secondly, God hath frequently promiſed 
# his ſpecial preſence in and with his inſtituted 
7 Ordinances. Of old both unto the things 
3 themſelves, and the places wherein they 
# were, according to his sppointment to be 
1 celebrated, thoſe of places, being alſo of 
# his ſpecial Inſtitution. Under che New-Te. 
7 ſtamenr, all difference of, and reſpe& unto 
” place, is taken away, Job.4.21. The hoar 
 cometh,when ye ſhall neither in this Mountain, 
} mor yet at Jeruſalem worſhip the Father, but 
J thehbour cometh, ana now 1, when the true 
Wor ſhippers ſhall worſhip the Father in ſpirit 


aN 


. 


1» the Worſhip of God, &._ 25 "A 


26 A brief Inſtrultion bi. 
and in truth ; for the Father ſecheth ſuch to "& 
worſnip him, And we are commanded in af } 
places equally ro make our Prayers and | 
Supplications. But his preſence is promiſed WÞ.- 
and continued with the due celebration of Wef 
the Things themſelves by Him appointed $43 
for his ſervice, Mar.28.20. Teaching them to CO 
obſerve all things whatſoever 1 have com- Je 
wanded you, and le 1 am with you evento (P 
. theendof the World : In them is the Taber- * 
nacle of God with Men, and he dwells a- 
mong them, and they are his People, Rev.21. 
3. the promiſe of Chriſt being, that where 7 
two or three are aſſembled in hu Name, there 
he will be in the midſt of them, Mat.$.18, * 
20. And this promiſed preſence of God or F* 
Chriſt, conſiſteth , 1. In the power and * 
efficacy which he by his Spirit implants upon þ 
his Ordinances ro communicate his grace | 
and mercy unto his Church; it being his Co- ? 
venanr, that his Spirit ſhall accompany his * 
word for ever unto that purpoſe, 1/4.59.21. 
2, In the ſpecial Bleſſing which he pives 
his People in thoſe Duties , both in the 
acceptance of them, and ceftifying his good 
wil: unto them, Exod.29.42,43,44.,45. At * 
the Tabernacle of the Congregation, will I | 
meet with the People, ſaith the Lord, thire | 
will 1 meet with the Children of Iſrael. 
And 


A in the Worſhip of God, &c. ,27 
Hnd the Tabernale ſhall be (anitified by my 
ory, and 1 will dwell among ft the Chil- 
ren of Iſrael, and will be their God, Zech. 
@. 10. 11. Ezck. 20, 40, 41. 1 will ac- 
ept you with your ſweet ſavour , Ezcks 
$43. 27. in both piving them inrimae 
Fcommunion with himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, 
® Fohn 1. 3. By all theſe, he gives char 
V/pecial preſence which he requires an eſpe- 
Acial reverence and regard of Faith unto, 
Zwhereby his Name is yet farther ſanCtified. 
27 3.God hath given ſpecial Promiſe;,or Promi- 
7 /es of his ſpecial Grace unto them that at- 
2 tend upon him in his Worſhip in a due man- 
Z ner. And hereunto alſo belongs that ſacred 
XZ Relation, which by vercue of Divine Inſt;- 
X tution is between the ſacramental Ele- 
27 ments, and the ſpecial- Graces of rhe Cove- 
F nant which rhey exhibit and confirm; and 
XZ the mixing of theſe Promiſes with Faith, ac- 
Y cording as they are appropriated unto any 
A particular inſti:ution, belongs alſo to the 
2 right ſanQification of the Name of God. So 
2 alſo,4.doth our delight inthem : now this de- 
= light in the worſhip of God ſo much com. 
& mended in Scripture,and propoſed un;o our 
Tg cxample, conſi{ts not in any carnal felf-plea. 
ſing, or ſatisfaRtion in tbe out ward wodes 
or manner of the performance of Divine ' 
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Worſhip, but it is an holy ſoul-refreſhing- 7 
contemplation on the Will, Wiſdom, Grace, 
and Condeſcention of God, in that he is | 
pleaſed of bis own ſoveraign meer will and þ 
orace, ſo to manifeſt himſelf unto ſuch poor 
ſinful Creatures as weare ; ſo to condeſcend | 
unto our weakneſs, ſo to communicace him- | 
ſelf unto us, ſo toexcice and draw forth our |! 
fouls unto himſelf, and to give us ſuch.pledg- " 


&s of his gracious intercourſe with us, by Je- v x 
ſus Chrift : by the contemplation of cheſe F, 


things, is the ſoul drawa forth to delight in 


God. 


Laſtly, whereas great oppoſition lies often- 4 


times againſt che Churches obedience unto | 
God in this matter, and much perſecution be- | 
falls it on thar account, great wearineſs allo 7 
deing apt from the remainders of unbelief, 
carnal wiſdom, indwelling fin, weakneſs of | 
che fleſh in Believers themſelves, to ariſein | 
the courſe thereof, and many temptations ? 
alſo beſer them on every hand, to turn them 
aſide from the way of Truth and Holineſs, 
Conſtancy and Perſeverance in the dae and 
orderly celebration of all the Ordinances of 
the Goſpe], belongs unto this duty. And 
this perſeverance reſpeReth: both the things 
themſelves, and the manner of their perfor- 
mance, both which are of the higheſt con- 

cernment 


” 


| 3n the Worſhip of God, &c. 29 
I- Srnment for us diligently ro attend unto. 
© of Firſt,as to the things themſelves, herein do 
's Fe principally glorifie God,and give due ho- 
d Far untoJefus Chriſt, when we abide in out 
r Frofeſſed ſubjeRtion unto him; and obfer- 
d Fance of his commands, againſt difficuicies, 
ppofitions and perſecutions. This tle tak- 
th notice of, Rev. 2. 13. Thos holdeſt 
Faſt my name, and haſt not denyed my faith, 
"Iver in thoſe dayes wherein Antipals was my 
Faithfull Martyr, who was ſlain among you 
Fhere Satan awelleth. And this be requireth 
Df us indiſpenſably if we will be bis Diſct- 
' Flex, or ever hope co obtain the reward , 
| |{FMar. 10. 38, 39. He that taketh not hy 
' Croſs, and followeth after me, ts not worthy of 
ye; anditis he who eadurech unto the nd, 
| rhac ſhall be ſaved , Afatch.. 24. 13, And 
Fwonco them who are faicbfull unto the death, 
nd them alone doth he give che Crown of 
Hof Life, Rev. 2. 10. giving os caution not 
$0 loſe choſe chings which we have wrovghr, 
3 har we ray receive a full reward, 2. Fn 
*B. Andas to the mariner of their perfor- 
\Fnance, two thiogs are to be regarded in 
ZFhis duty of perſeverar.ce, and the fan fi- 


Fecationof the name of God therein, 
" Firſt, The inward principle of our obedi+ 
ence, our faith and love which are to be 
pre- 


"0 A brief Teftrpttion 
preſerved from decay, Rev. 2. 4,5. 1haw} 
ſomewhat againſt thee, becauſe thou haſt left: 
chy firſt love ; remember therefore from 
whence thou art fallen, and repent, and ds thy} 
firſt works, Chap. 5. 3. Remember how thou| 
baſt received, and nd, and hold faſt ani: 
repent. b 
Secondly, The ourward manner of obſer.® 
vance which is to be kept intire, — 
ro the prim'tive infticution of Chriſi; 1 Cor. 
11.23 . have received of the Lord,that which 
alſo I delivered unto you, not admitting of 
any corruptions in it ro avoid the greaceſt | | 
trouble, Gal, 5. 11. And 1 Brethren, if Iyer 
preach circumciſion, why do T yet ſuffer Fer-J p 
fecution ? Y 
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. How ao we in our Obſervation i ? 
them hn our ſubjeftton unto the Lord Feſus 
Chriſt and his Goſpel ? 

Anſw. Jn that beiog all of them 7, Ap-| : 
pointed by him as the head Law-givber , ! 
King of his Church. And 2, Bade by him 
the enſigoes and tokens of bis Kingdom, h | 
and Subjects, in their due obſervation 
pzincipally conſiſts that profeſſion of him, 
and his name, which he ſa often calleth us ? 
unto, and ſo indiſpenſablp requirethar our ; 
hands, Mat. 28. 18, 19, 20. 1 Cor. 11. 4 

Heb. | 
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5n the Worſvip of God, &c. JJ: 
29; Web. 3. 6. Heb. 12. 25. John 8. 31. Chap. 
lefi: $3. 13. Chap. 14. 15,21, 23. Chap. 15.14, 
on 7. Chap. 13. 35. Chap. 15. 14. Luke 9. 
hy $6. Rom. 10. 10. 1 John 2. 3,4. 
ou 
nd; | Explication. 


r-2F The ground and reaſon of this Duty is 
Ng Wvidenr, The Lord Jeſus Chrift ſtreiphcly 
Ir. 'EnJoyns all his Diſciples the profeſſion of his 
ch game, and layes it on them as indiſpenſable 
of \Wnto Salvation, Rom. Io. 10. With the heart 
ſt Fra» believerh unto righteouſneſs, with the 
et Soxth confeſſion, or profeſiz0n, is made unto 
y- a/vation. See Fohn 12. 42,43,44,45. Now 
Z8bis profe/ſsi6% ot the name ot Chriſt, which 
3 ſo much abuſed and miſtaken in the World, 
f \{Conſiſts in the keeping of bis commandments, 
's WYobn 15. 14. ye are wy Friends,if ye do what- 
 oever l command you: Soalſo Mar, 28. 20. 
- Wis Diſciples are ro be taught ro do, and ob- 
» Werve , whatever he commandeth. Now 
1 FF bereas he is the 'head and King of the 
J 
1 


\ 
# 


burch, the next immediate and ſpecial Law- 


S © 


} 
| 
| 
} 


$iver of it, appointing unto ir all irs Ordi- 
» Þances, and ics whole worſhip,asir becomes 
3 Dim who is Lord of the houſe, theinſticuci. 
x ns of the Goſpel worſhip are the moſt e(- 
pecial commands : and in their obſervation, 


. | CO nliſts 


» 


32 A brief Inflraftion 
conſiſts that profe/e50% of him whrich he re! 
quires of us; Therein doth he calf chen 8 
one of the world by profeſſion; whom he 
oy redeemed ont of it by his blood, 1 Cor 
6. 15,16, 17. Rev, 5.9. Inthele he Exer 
ciſech his Kingly, or Loraly power over hi 
Church. Heb. 3.6. And in the willing © 
bedience of his people, gathering chemſelve; 
unto the Enfigns of bis R.ale, he is glorified! 
in the World. 3 


Qu. 10. How dv we in and by them bai 
#þ our ſelves in our moſt holy fasth ? | 

Anſw. 1By the exerciſe of that commu- 
nton with God in Chziſt Jeſus, which in 
thetr due Dbſervatton he gractoufly invites 
and admits us unto, foz the increaſe of his 
grace in us, and the treſtification of his 
lobe and good will towards us. Gen. 17, 
Io. Levit. 26. I1, 12. Prov. 9.5, 6. Ezek, 
26. 27, 28. Zach. I4.16, 17. Mar. 26. 27, 
28. Rom. 6. 3- 
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Explication. 


as 


The next ard principall ends of all inſticu- | 
red worſhip in reſpe& of Believers, are the 
increaſe of che Grace of Godin them, their | 
editication in their moit holy faith, and m 

relti- Y- 
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by be gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets , 


in the Worſbiþ of God, &c. 
eſtification of the good will of God unro 
hem, Epheſ. 4. 11, 12, 13, 14, 15. And 


and ſome Evangelifis, and ſome Paſtors, and , 
Teachers, for the perfefting of the Saints, for 
the work, of the Miniſtry, for the earfying of 
the bedy of Chriſt, till we all come in the 
nity of the faith, and of the knowleage of the 


AS on of God, wnto & perfeft man, units the 
Rmeaſnre of the ſtature of the falneſs of Chriſt; 
Tihat we henceforrh be no more children, toſſed 
to and fro, and carried about with every wind 
IJ of doftrine, by the ſleight of men, and cun- 
| ing craftineſs whereby they lye in wait 10 | 


deceive ;, but ſpeaking the trmth in love; may 
grow up into bim in all things, which 3; the 
head, even Chriſt, frons whom the whole body 
firly joynred together and compacted, by that 
which every joynt ſupplyeth according to the 
effeinall working in the meaſure of every part, 
maketh increaſe of the body unto the edifying 


_ of 5: ſelf in love, Whence alſo is that pray- 


Fer of the Apoſile for the bleſſing of God up- 
F on the Church, in the uſe of them, Ephelſ. 
&& 3. 16, 17, 18. That he will grant you ac- 


If faith, that Je being rooted and grounded in 
| D 


cording to the riches of hs glory go be ſtrengrh- 
ened with might by his Spirit in the gnWard 
wan, that Chrift may dwell in your hearts by 


love, 
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34 
love, may be able” to comprehend with al 
Saints, what 7s the breadth, the length , and | 
heighth, and ro know the love of Chriſt which| 
paſſeth knowledge, that ye might be filed with!) 
all the fulneſs of Goa: For theſe ends, and 
with a defign to have them accompliſhed, in 
and upon their ſouls, onght they to attend 
nnto ther. James 1.21. Receive with meek-\ 
weſs the ingrafted word of God , which 1 a-® 
ble ta ſave your ſouls, 1 Per. 2.2. As new * 
born babes deſire the ſincere milk of the word, 
that you may grow thereby. Unto the effeR-# 
iog of theſe ends, eſpecially the increaſe and} 
eſtabliſhment of onr faith, are they ſuited} 
and appointed of *God, whereon all their 
efficacy doth depend. In their due obſerys- 
tion,doth God give ont that ſupply of Grace 
which he hath promiſed , Epheſ. 1. 16, 17, 
18,19. And thus alſo is faith exerciſed, in an 
eſpecial manner, which is the only ordina- 
ry means of its growth and increaſe. Ha-' 
bits both acquired, and infajed, are in-Y% 
creaſed and ſtrengthened by frequent a&s ? 
on ſuitable objects, Hoſ.6. 3. Then ſhall 
we know if We follow onto know the Lord. 
In the celebration of Goſpel Ordinances, \* 
God. in Chriſt propoſech himſelf in an inti- 
mate manner to the believing ſonl, as his| 
God, andreward; and bis loye in Chriſt,! 
in! 


in the Wor ſhip of God, 8*©. 35 © 


all, an eſpeciall manner in ſome Ordinances. 
a Mo doth Chriſt alſo exhibit himſelf rhere- 
ch Wanoro, Rev. 3. 20. Behold, I ſtand at the 
ith Bloor , and knock, if any man hear my voice 
nd W,4 pen the door, 1 will comein to him, and 
in W:;/ ſupp with him, and he with me, Faich 
ndWtheretore direRted by the word to reſt in 


Y God. to receive the Lord. Chriſt in the 
Zobſervation of his Ordinances, 1s excited, 
increaſed , ſtrengthened, and chat in an- 
#ſwer unto the appointment and promiſes 
FFof God. 


u. I1. How are wutnall love and com- 
union among Believers teſtified and confirm= 
ed iy their Ob/erwation £ 

Anſw.* Jn: that thep are appointed by 
the Lo2d Chziſt foz that end, and in their 
own nature as attended unto tn their 
Aſſemblies, are in an efpecial manner 
I ſutted unto that purpoſe, John 13. 35. 
3M I Cor. 10. 16, I7. 1 Cor. 11. 18, 19. 
I Ephel. 4.4, 5,6. 


Explication, 


[-| The principles of mutual ſpiritnall love a- 
5 mong Believers,ariſe from their relation nn- 
tO one Father, Marth. 23.9.0 ne # your Father 

D 2 Which 
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36 eA brief Infiruftion 


which # in Heaven : who giveth unto all! 
chem tha: believe in Chriſt, Power zo become / 
the ſons of God, John1.12.And their being all 
Children of the ſame Family, that family in 
Heaven and Earth which is called after the 
name of God the Father of it, as the Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Epheſ. 3. 14. 15. 
and unto Chriſt Jeſus as their elder Brother, 
who is not aſhamed to call they Brethren, 
Heb.2.11,being by him born of God , and? 


from their participation of one and the ſelf} 


ſame Spirir, which dwellech in them, as they 
are the Temple of God,and the Spirit of God] 
dwelleth in them 1Cor.3.16.9s alſo in all the 
fruits of that one Spirir, 1Coy.12.4,5,6,7,8.k 
and in that oze faith and bope whereunto 
they are called, Epb.4.4,5 ,6,endeavouring to 
keep the wnity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, 
there 8s one body and one Spirit, even 4s Je are 
called in one hope of your calling, one Lord ,| 
one Faith, one Baptiſm,one God, and Father of 
all, who is above all. and through all, and in ? 
Jouall. And thar love which is not built? 
on theſe principles and foundations , is not 
Evangelical, what ever other ground it may, 
have,or occaſion it may pretend unto. Com-j 
munion of Saints confiſts in their mutual} 
love duly exerciſed according to rule,and all] 
communion is an effeR of Union, In Union] 
| | there- 


in the Worſhip of God, &c. _ 


) all Serefore maſt lye the ſprings of love : and 
come Wis conliſts in a joynt :ncorporation of Be- 
3 allMevers into Chriſt ; for «v. the body 3s one 
ly in Wd hath many members, and all the members 


that one body being many are one body , ſo 
ſo 5s Chriſt , for by one Spirit we are all 
aprized into one body, and this they 
aye by the means before mentioned, name- 
FF their adoption, faith, and inhabitati- 
"©n of Spirit. Now in the joynt celebrati- 
"gn of the Ordinances of Gods worſhip , 
AMbey alrogecher make profeſſion of theſe 
@Drinciples, and ac that one fairh, hope, 
nd love jointly , whereof they are made 
.{Fartakers, and thereby grow up more and 


nroMnore into the bead by that which every 
F roffoynr ſuppliech, Eph. 4. 16. And ſome of 
ce, hem are peculiarly deſigned by the Lord 


hriſt, for the teſtification of their love, and 
Yunion among themſelves, i Cor.10.16,17. the 
of Menp of bleſ1ing which we bleſs,511t not the com- 
d in Mranion of the blood of Chriſt? the bread which 
nile ye break, 15 it not the communion of the boay 
not Yof Chriſt *as we being many are one bread,& one 
ay, $hoady, for we are all partakers of that one bread. 


uall Qo. 12. What is principally to be attended 
all JW to by 15 in 1he manner of the celebration of 
the werſhip of God, and obſervation of the 

| ; $1/}1» 
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23 A brief InfiruRion 


inſtitutions and Ordinances of the Goſpel * | 
Anſw. That we obſerve anddo all what- } 
ſoever the L92d Chziſt hath commanded us 
to obſerve, in the way that he hath p2eſcrib- 
ed ; and that we add nothing unto, 92 in the 
obſervation of thenythati is-of mans inven- 
tion oz appointment.Deur.4, 2.chap, 12,32, 
Jer.7.27 ,Mat,15.9,13.Mat.17.5.Colofl.z. 3.Mar. 28. 
20 Heb.3.3455,6. 1Cor.11.23. Reve22418. 1Chron. 
16,13.i{a.29. 13+ | 
Explication. s 
| This was in part ſpoken te before on the third 
HDueftion, where it was ſhewed that the Scripture is þ 
the only way and means, whereby God hath reveal- 
led whar that worſhip is, which he will accept in and 
of the Church. Hete, moreover, as to the duty of 
the Church in this matter, three things are aſſerted, 
Firſt, That we are to obſerve and ds all whatſoever 
the Lord Chriſt hath commanded us to obſerve, This 
lyes plain in the command, Mart. 28,20. Teaching them 
to obſerve all things what fouer I have commanded you, 
And we are dire&ed unto it in the injunion given us 
from Heaven, to hcar, that is obey him in all things ; 
Mat. 17. $. he being the Prophet ro whoſe teachings 
and inſtrufions, we owe obedience on pain of exter=- 
mination from among the people ef God,Dent.18.15, 
Afl.3.21,2 = <5 he hath appointed, command- * 
adomabs 
bout the worſhip,of God that is ro be kepr& obſerved 
by the Church inviolably.For if weare his Friends 8 
Diſciples,we will kcep his commandments. No 4iſnſe 
of what continuance ſoever,can diſcharge us from the 
obſervation of inſtit:tions. After the Feaſt of Tabera24- 
cles had been diſuſ+d fion the times of Joſhua, unto 
the return from the caprivity,the reſtoration of it was 
required of God and accepted with him;Nth.$.17. No 
abuſe 


as the will of God to be obſerved in or a» © 


1 the Worſhip of God, &c. | 
buſe of how high a nature ſoever can abſelve us from 
bedience unto an inſticution, 1 Cor-18.19,20,21,22, 
3.After the great abuſe of the Lords Supper in thar 
hurch, the Apoſtle recalls them again u nto the ob- 
ervation of it, according to the inſtiturion of Chcit. 
nd after the defilement of all the Ordinances of the 
oſpel , under the Anti-Chriſtian apoſtacy, yer the 
emple 8& the Altar are to be meaſured again,Rev.11. 


1.8& the Tabernacle of God was again to be raiſed a- 
mongſt men, Rev.z1. 3. No oppoſition, no perſc- 
cution, can give the Church a diſpenſation whol- 


ro omit, and lay afide the uſe of any thing that 
he Lord Chriſt hath commanded to be obſerved in- 


the worſhip of God, whileſt we are under the obligati- 
on of that great rule, AQs 4. 19. Whether it be right in 
the fight of God to hearken unto you more than unto Gad, 


udge ye.'t is true inthe obſervation of poſitive inſti- 


turions, we may have regard unto rules and preſcrip- 
tions of prudencezas to times, places, and ſeaſons; that 


by no inadvertency or miſcarriage of ours, or advan- 
rage taken by the adverſaries of the truth, the edifica- 
tion of the rruthzthe edification of the Church be hin- 
dred. *o the Diſciples mer with the deors ſhit for fear 
of the 7ewes, John2o.19. and Paul mer with the Diſ- 
ciples in the night,in an upper chamber,tor the celebra- 
tion of all the Ordinances of the-Church, 4#520,7,8. 
yer as to the obl gation unto their obſervation, ir-in- 
diſpenſably binds us,and that alwayes,& that as to all 
the inſtitutions of Chriſt whatever, Heb. 0.25. Not 
forſaking the aſſembling of our ſelves togeths; as the 
manner of ſome 15,but exhorting one another, and ſo mich 
the more, as you ſes the day approaching. - To diſpence 
with C hriſts commands pra&ical'y is unlawful; much 
more doarinally ; meſt 'of all authoritatively as the 
Pope takes on himſelf ro do, This then is the 
Churches duty, to ſearch out all the commands of 
Chriſt 
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40 A brief Tnſiraftion 


Chriſt recorded in theGoſpel, andto yield] 
obedience unto them. Weare not in this } 
mategr,to rake up meerly with what we find 
in practice amongſt others, no though they 


be men good or holy. The duty of the 
Church, 8nd conſequently of every member 
of it in his place and Ration, is 'to ſearch 
the Scriptures , to irquire into the mind 


of Chriſt , and to find ont whatever 1s ap- | 
pointed by him;or required of his Diſciples ; | 
and that with hearts and minds prepared ' 


unto a due obſervation of whatever ſhall 
be diſcovered ro be his will. 
Secondly,Whatever belongs unto the wor- 


ſh:p of God in the way and manner where- | 


by any of the Ordinances of Chriſt is to be 
performed, comes alſo under the command 
of Chriſt which is duly to be attended unto, 
& obſerved. Indecd whatever is of this ns- 
ture appointed by Chriſt, it doth therefore 


belongs to the worſhip of God, And what ig 
not ſo appointed, neither dath, nor can be | 
any part thereof.Of this nature are the cele- ' 


| bration ofa!l other Ordinances with prayer: 


for every thing 1s /antlified by the word of Gog } 


and prayer ,ITim, 4.5.0f ſome of them in- 
dilpenſably in the aſſemblies of the Church, 
I Cor. 10. 16,17. Chap.11.20,24,25,33. 
Wirh care, in the obſervation of the generall 
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1 the Worſhip of God, &c. 41 
les of love, modeſty, condeſcention and 
ndence, doing all things decently and 5n or- 
ry, 1 Cor. 11. 33, Chap.14.40. Geſtares in 
me ſacred ations, Mat. 26.20, 26, John 
2.23. All which the Church is diligently co 
quire into,as things that belong to the pat= 
rn of the honſe of God, the goings our 
ereof; and the comings in thereof, the 
rms thereof, and the Ordinances thereof, 
With the Laws thereof, promiſed ro be ſhew. 

{ unto it, Ezek. 43. 11, To attend 
refully ro their odſervation in its duty , 
ing left at liberty as to all other cir. 
mitances, which no authority of man can 
ive any real relation to the worſhip of 
50d unto, Therein lyes the exerciſe of 
hat Spirit of wiſdom, and revelation in the 
nowledge of the myſterie of the Goſpel, 
hich is given nnro the Church, Ephe/.1.17, 
JJ 3. It was the wiſdom of the antient Church 
2 Co and cbſerve all that God appointed, 
ID the way and manner that he had preſcri- 
Fd for their obſervance, Deut.4.5,6. Behold 
Fave taught you ſtatmtes ana judgements, even 
W& the Lord my God commanaed me;keep there- 
pre ard do them, for thus is your wiſdom and 
S-nder ſtanding, And herein is the command of 
fChriſt kept inviolate and unblameable.The 


erſwaſion of ſome, that the Lord hath noc 
pre- 


42 . A brief Infliruftion 


preſcribed all things wherein his worſhip i 
concerned , ſeems to proceed from a negli-J 


gence ininquiring after what he bath fo pre 
icribed: & when once that perſwaſion is en- 
terrained,all farther inquiry is ſuperſeded, 
deſpiſed.For what end ſhonld anyone ſeekaf 
ter ihat which beis ſatisfied cannot be found' 
as that which is not cannot be. Bur this miſt 


ake will be elſewhere more fully diſcovered; 
Thirdly,A principal part of che duty of the} 


Church in bis matter is,to rake care that no? 
rhing be admicted or praiſed in the Wor 
ſhipot God, or as belonging thereunto, 


which is not inſtituted and appointed by chef 


Lord Chriſt. In its care faichfulneſs and 


watchfulneſs herein, conſiſts che principal 
parc of its /ojalty unto the Lord Jeſus as the 
Head, King and Law-piver of his Chu-ch, & 
which to ſtir us up unto, he hath leit ſo many 
ſevere interdiQtions and prohibitions in his 
word apainſt 'all additions to his commands| 
upon any pretence whateverzof which after-! 


wards. 


Qu,13. Are not ſome Inſtitations of the New? | 


Teſtament ceaſed, as unto any obligation unto 


their obſervation, and therefore now rightly 


A3/uſed ? 


Anſw. (1) Some Symbolical tokens of mo- 


ral duties occaſionally uſed , only foe pze- 


"A 
2] 


be 


ſent] 


3» the Worſhip of God, &c. 43 
Wit inſtruction in thoſe duttes,are mentto- 
"Wed in the Goſpel, without any intentton 
) oblige Believers unto the fozmal con- 
ant uſe o2 repetition ofthem. And ( 2. ) 
dome tempozarp appointments relating 
nto aiftsin the Church, beſtowed onlp 
2 a ſeaſon 1 the firſt plantation of the 
Boſpel are ceaſed: but (3)No inftitution oz 
""Fommand of Chzift, given unto the whole 

ZTburch, relating unto the Evangelical 
dmitniſtration of the New Covenant, foz 

be uſe and benefit of all Weltevers , doth 
2 (ball ceaſe tothe end of the UWozld, noz 
an be wholly omitted without a vbiolatt- 
dn of the authozity of Jeſus Chzift bimſelf, 
ohn13.12,13,14,15.Rom.16.16. 1Cor, 16. 
20.1Tim.5.10. Mar.6.13. Jam.5.14. Matth, 
8.20. 1 Tim.6.14. 1 Cor.11. 26. : 


Explication. 


8 Mention is made in the Scriptures of ſun- 
Wry things practiſed by the Lord Chriſt and 
1s Apoſtles, which being then in common 
&//e amongit men, were occaſionally made 
by them Symbolical inſtructions in moral 
Cuties. Such were waſhing of feet by one anv» 
Weher , che holy ki/s, and che like , but there 


beingno more in them, but a ſar@itied uſe 
CtreRted 


44 A brief Inſtruftion 
direQted unto the preſent civil cuſtoms and 
uſages, the commands given concerning 
them, reſpet not the outward ation, nor 
appointed any continuance of them, being 
peculiarly ſniced unto the ſtate of things and 
perſons in thoſe Countreys, as Joh.,13. 12, 
13,14,15. After he had waſhed their Feet, 
and had taken bis Garments, and was ſet| 
down again, he ſaid wnto them, Know ye what 
T have done to ye? ye call me Maſter and Lord, 
and je ſay well, for ſo Tam ;,, If I then your 
Lord ana Maſter have waſhed your feet, ye alſo 

 eught to waſh one anothers fees, for 1 have gi- 
ven you an example that je ſhould ao as I have 
done to you. *T1s evident that it is the moral 
Daty of Brotherly Love, in condeſcenrion, 
and murtusl Helpfulneſs to be expreſſed in 
all neceſſary Offices, as occaſion doth re- 
quire, that is the thing which Jeſas Chriſt 
here enjoyneth his Diſciples,and leads chem 
ro by his own example, in an office of love | 
then in uſe in thoſe parts, The ſame ts to be 7? 
* ſaid cf the holy kiſs, Rom.16.16, which was 
a temporary occaſional token of intirelove; |? 
which may in anſwer thereunto, be expreſſcd | 
by any ſober uſage of ſalutation amonglt | 
men to the ſame purpoſc. But che things 
themſelves were not inſtituted for any con- 
tinuance, nor do repreſcnt any ſpecial grace . 
of 


3s the Worſoip of God, &c 
& che New Covenant, which is infeparable 
Hom every infticution of Goſpel worſhip 


Xr {Woperly fo called. Common uſages or praQti- 
g Ws therefore, directed to be uſed in a due 
d Wanner, and unto a proper end, where 


hey are uſed, make chem not inſticurions of 
orſhip. Neither have they in them as ſo 
ommanded or dire&ed, any onething char 
oncurs to the conſtitution of a Goſpel-Or- 
Winance : for neither had they their riſe in 
Wthe authority of Chriſt, nor is any continu- 
Sance of chem enjoyned, nor any promiſe an. 
exed nnto them, nor any grace of the New 
ovenant repreſented or exhibired in chem. 
Beſides, there were in the firſt Churches 
continued for a while certain extraordinary 
ifts,that had their effeRs viſibly on the ont- 
ward ſenſes of men, and tended not immedi- 
ately unto the edificacion of the Churchin 
their faith,bur unto the conviction of others 
and yindication of the authority of them by 
whom the Goſpel was Preached and pro- 
Fp2gated. Such was chat gift of healin 
'F cbe fick, ,wbich being an eſpecial <ff:& 
*# of the Holy-Ghoſt for the advantage of tbe 
& Church in thoſe dayes, in ſome places it was 
accoimpanied by anointing with Ole , but this 
being no univerſal practice , and nſed on- 
ly 1n the exerciſe of a gift extraordinary , 
whoſe 
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- whoſe uſe and being ere long ſince ceaſed, p* 
never was-appointed nor intended to be 40 
continuance in the Charch, which is nor ty 
ed by the Lord Chriſt to the empty ſigns anf 
ſhaddows of things whoſe ſubſtance is ng © 
enjoyned. Beſides, no ſpiritual grace of thi 0! 
Covenant was ever intimated, ſealed, or ex} 
hibited by that uſage of anoinrivg with Oy 
The firſt mention of itis, Afark 6.13. when P' 
irs practice is reckoned among the effeAs of 4 
that extraordinary power which the Lori ? 
Chrift committed anco his twelve Diſciples 
their firſt ſending out, & is referred anto t 
fame ſeries of miracles which they wrovp 
* inpurſnir,and by vertue thereof: they caſt o 
 wany Devils, and anointed with Ole man 
that were fith,and healed them. And by what | 
there recorded, the ſubſequent mention of it} | 
7am.5.14. is to be regulated. But now unt 
a real evaygelical inflitution of worſhip , 1} 
15 required ( x) That it be a command 0 
Chriſt manifeſted by his Word,” or Example 
propoſed anto our imitation, Marth. 28. 20; 
(2)Thar it be given and enjoyned unto the 
whole Charch with the limitation of its admis » 
niſtration expreſſed -in the Word, i Cor: 
II. 25. (3) That unto the due perfor- 
mance of it, Goſpel grace be required: 
in them char attend unto it, ( 4) That 
; 14 


: 


zu the Worſhip of Gad, &c. 47 
:q {it teach, or repreſent, or ſeal, or improve 
« Home grace of the Covenant,and have a pro- 
t ryl miſe of acceptation annexed unto it; and 
and whatever is has appointed,the Church is in- 
 n{diſpenſsbly to continue in the obſervation 
f eff of, unto the end ofthe World. 
k : 
» Qu. 14.May not the Chnrch find out,and ap- 
Her) point to be obſerved, ſuch religions rites as being 
Ys 4 4djoyned unto the celebration of Gods inſtiruted 2 
or. worſhip , may farther the devotion of the Wor- | 
ſoippers , and render the worſhip is ſelf in 3ts 
performance more decent, beautifnl and order- 
ly, as the appointing of Images, and the like ? 

Anſw. All acceptable devotton in them 

that wozſhip God, is the effect of faith, 
4 which reſpects the pzecepts and pzomt- 
ſes of God alone. And the comelineſs 
and beaucy of Goſpel wozſhtp , conſiſteth 
i its relation unto God by Jeſus Cheſt, 
of as the merciful high-Peiefſt qver his houſe, 
pls with the gloricus adminiſtration of rbe 
20. Tpirit therein, The order alfo of it Iyeth in 
be the due and regular obſervation ofall thar 
is - Chzift hath appointed,and therefore all ſuch 
7 invbentfons are in themſelbes needleſs,and 
r- Uſeleſg,and becauſe fozbidden, unlawful to 
ed bheobſerved,Rom.1.21.Chap. 14. 23. Heb. 4. 
at 2:Chap.11.6.Dent. 13.4.Chap. 27. 10.Chap. 
It; 30. 


: 


ea 2 \w* = Wa x by, - Wa " 
_ a8” A brief Inftrnion 
; > + | , 
> — 
F 
4 (3 
A 


. 330.2, $,20., Chap. 11. 27. Matth.27, 5.1 » 
29.13. Heb. 11. 4, 6. Ephef. 2. 18. 2 Cot » 
3.8,9, 10, 11. Heb. 10. 19,20, 21,22. Johy j 
4.21,23. 1Cor. 14.20, Matth. 28. 4 b 


Exod. 20. 4. Deut. 4 2. Matth. 15. 13. It 1 


29, 13, Deut. 12+ 32. Chap. 17. 3. I 

| : 4 

Explication. Cc 

£ 0 

Three things are uſually pleaded in th! C 
- Juſtification of the obſervance of ſuch rite. 


' 
and ceremonies in the worſhip of God. ! © 
( tr. ) Thar they tend unto the furthq " 
rance of the deworion of the Worſhipers. t 
( 2. ) That they render che Worſhip it ſel}. { 
comely and beautiful. Rb 
( 3.) That they are the great preſerver ' 
of order in the celebration thereof. And | 
therefore -on theſe acconnts they may 
inſticuted, or appointed by ſome, and ob} 
ſerved by all. But things are indeed quite 
otherwiſe. God 4 4 ſpirit and will be wor! 
fhiped in' ſpirit and in rrmth, John 4. 2 
And no deyotion is acceptable unto him, 
but what proceedeth from, and is an effe&; 
of faith, for without faith it s —_— 
#0 pleaſe God, Heb. 11.6. and faith in all 
things reſpe&s the commands and authori-! 
ty of God ; for, ſaith be, in vain do they! 
wore, 
: 


4 - . 


«If worſhip me , who teach for doftrines the com- 
Cot! wardments of men, Marth: 15.9. and be re- 
ſohy jeRech all char honour which is given bim 
24 by thoſe, whoſe fear towards him, or wor- 
I ſhip of him, & caught by rhe precepts of men, 
Iſa. 29. 13. Theſe things therefore being ut- 
rerly deſticure of divine Authority, they 
can no way farther or promote the devot;- 
! ow of the Worſhippers. What natural, or 
th! carnal affcRions may be excited by them, as 
it men may inflame themſelves with Idols, 1/a. 
! 57.5,ar what outward,outfhide devotion they 
he may cire@t unto, or excite, is uncertain; 
bur that they are no means of ſtirring up the 
ſelf, grace of God in the hearts of Believers, or of 
. the increaſe or ftrengthening of their faith, 
| Which things alone God accepts in Gol- 
pel Worſhip, ſeeing they are not appoint- 
edby him for any ſuch purpoſe,is moſt cer. 
tain. For ta ſay tbat any thing will effeRually 
ſtir up devotion, thatis, excite, ſtrengthen 
or increaſe grace in the heart towards 
God, that is not of his own appointment,is 
on the one hand to refle& on bis wiſdom 
and care towards his Church, as if be had 
been wanting coward it in things ſo neceſ- 
lary, which be declares againſt, Iſa. 5. 4. 
whas, ſaith he, could have been done more to 
wy Vineyard, that 1 have not done in it? 1o 
E on 
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on the other, it extolls che wiſdom of m{yq 
above what is meet to aſcribe unto ir. Shf, 
men find out that, which God wouid nor, 
could not, in matters of ſo great importanf,þ 
unto his plory,' and the ſouls of them ch(,, 
obey him? yez, and it cannot be bur thy, 

attendance unto them , and their effeQ 
moſt needs divert the mind from thoſe prqjq 
per ſpiritual aRings of faith and grace whigh ( 
is its duty to attend unto, And this 1s evi, 
dently ſeen in them who indulging co them 
ſelves in their obſervation in mulriplyed i 
ſtances , as in the Church of Rowe, hay 
changed the whole ſpiritual worſhip of t 
Church, intq a Theatrical pompous ſhe 
of carnal deyotion. C6 
Secondly , The comelineſs and beanty 0 ,, 
Goſpel worſhip, doth not in the leaſt depend ,, 
upon them , nor their obſyeration, Thg , 
Apoltle doth in ſundry places expreſly comfy ; 
pare the ſpiritual! worſhip of the Goſpel} ; 
with thae of the Law, whileſt rhe Churcty ; 
had a worldly Sanftzary and carnal Ordis} x 
nances, Heb.9.1. and althonghic be moſt! ; 
evident, that che worſhip of the Old Teſts-y | 

ment, did for the glory and ornaments of} 
outward ceremonies, and the ſplendour of! 
their obſervation, far exceed and excell that 
worſhip which God gommands now, as ſai- 
table! 


= 


14 the Worſhip of God, &c. Sl 

' ablennto the fmplizcity of the Goſpel, yer 
Sloth the Apoſtle prefer zh for glory,come- 
Ot, frneſs and beauty, unſpeaskably above the 
208 ther ; which manifeſts that cheſe things 
tn have no reſpe& unto outward Rites 
Mind Ceremonies, wherein the chief admirers 
ict them can no way »ye for glory with the 
P!&ld worſhip of the Temple. So the Apoſtle, 
Dig, Cor. 3. 7,8,9, 10, I1. if the miniftr ation of 
"Vdeath,written and engraven in flones,waig lors- 
eo #s,[othat the chilaren of Iſrael conld not ſted- 
aftly behold the face of Moles, tfo# he glory of 
TVihis conntenance, which glory wat to be done 
oO war, how ſhall not the miniſtration of the [pi- 
714 be rather glorious, for if the miniſtration of 
condemnation be glory much more aoth the ney» 
iſtration of righteouſneſs exceed in glory , for 
even that which was maae gloriom had no glo- 
ry, in thi re/peft, by reaſon of the glory that 
excelleth , for if that which was done away 
! 3s glorious , much more that which remaineth 
iu z gloriow. He compareth the rwo miniftre- 
! tions, and the ſeveral worſhips of the Law 
ſt and Goſpel, preferring ths unſpeakably above 
-} the other , ſufficiently manifeſting, that the ' 
ff glory of it confiſteth not in any pompous 
f obſervance of outward Ceremonies. And 
(} elſewhere He declareth, that indeed it doth 
-} conſiſt inits ration to God in Chriſt, with 
B 2 the 
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the liberty and boldneſs of the worſhippe 
' to enter into the holy place, unto thi 
Throne of Grace under the Miniſtry of thei 
merciful and faithful High-Prieſt, being et 
abled thereunto by the ſpirit of adoption 
and ſupplications ; for therein , #hroay 
Chriſt we have an acceſs in one ſpirit unto th 
Father, Epb. 2. 18. as it is expreſſed Hel 
IO. 19, 20, 21. having therefore bolaneſ' i 
enter into the holyeft by the blood of Feſms, h 
anew andliving way, which he hath conſeer 
ted for us, Through the veil, that ts to ſay, h 
fleſs, and having an High Priefs over the hou 
of God, let us draw near with atrue beart, i 
Full aſſurance of faith, having our hear 
ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, and oxy b 
dies waſhed with pure water. This is the gle 
ry of Goſpelworſhip, and the beawry of ii 
whoſe conſideration whileſt the minds « 
men are diverted from, to look for beau 

in the outward preparation of ceremonies 
they loſe the priviledge purchaſed. for Belic 
vers by the blood of Chriſt. Inſtead then 0 
farthering the beauty and comelineſs of Gol: 
pel worſhip, they are apr to lead men int 
a danpgerons errour and miſtake, namely tha 
the beauty and” excellency of it conſiſt 
in ſeach things, as upon a dne confid 
ratipn will appear to be mean and carnal, 
an( 


F CIS 


in the Worſhip of God,&c. 


and far beneath thoſe ceremenics and ordi- 
nances of the Old Teſtament which yer in 


; compariſon of the Worſhip of the Goſpel, 


are called Worldly, carnal, beggerly, and are 
faid to have no glory. | 

Thirdly, They do not in the leaſt trend 
unto the preſervation of due order in the ce- 


} lebration of divine Worſhip. All order con- 


fiſts in the due obſervation of y«/e. The 
rules of aQions are either »at#ral, or of his 
ſpecial appointmenr. Both theſe take place 
in religions worſhip, the inſtitutions or 
commands of Chriſt, containing the ſub- 
ſtance thereof, in their obſervacion princi- 
pally conſiſts the order of it. Whatever 1s 


of circumſtance in the manner of its per- 


formance, not capable of eſpecial determi- 
nation, as emerging or arifing only occaſio- 
»ally upon the doing of that which is ap- 
pointed, at this, or that time, in chis, or 
tharplace, and che like, is left unto the rule 
of moral prudence, in whoſe obſervation 
their 6rder doth conſiſt. Bur the [uper-aq- 
dition of ceremonies, neceſſarily belonging 
neicher to the inſtitutions of worſhip , nor 
unto thoſe circumſtances whoſe diſpoſal faljs 
under the rule of moral prudences neither 
doth nor can add any thing unto the due or- 
arr of Goſpel Worſhip. So that they are 

=y altope- 
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altogether needleſs, and uſeleſs in the Wor: 
ſhip of God. Neither is this the whole 0: 
the inconvenience wherewith their obſer! 
' vance is attended, for althongh they art 
. not in particular, and expreſly in the Scri 
ture forbzager, tor it was ſimply impoffibii 
that all inſtances wherein the wit of mas 
might exerciſe its inyention in ſuch things} 
ſhould be reckoned up and condemned, ye: 
they fall direQly under thoſe ſevere prohibi 
trons Which God hath recorded to ſecure hit 
worſhip from all ſuch adaitions unto it, 0 
what ſort ſoever. Yearche main deſign @ 
the ſecond precept is to forbid all waking wn. 
zo our ſelves any ſuch thing in the worſhip 
of God, to add unto what he hath appoint: 
ed, whereof aninſtance is given in that ol 
making and worſhipping Images, the moſt 
common way that the tons of men were het, 
prone to trangreſs by, againſt the inſti} 
rutions of God. Ard this ſenſe and un-* 
derſtanding of the commandment is ſecured. 
by thofe enſuing probibitions againſt the ad: 
ding any thing ar all unto the command!) 
of God in his worſhip, Deur. 4. 2. Te ſhall 
rot add unto the word which 1 command ou, 
either ſball ye diminiſh ought from it, that 
ye may keep the commandments of the Lord. 
your God, Chap. 12, 33. what things ſerver 
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in the Worſhip of God, SC. 55 
1 command you, obſerve to do it, thou ſhalt 
wort add thereto, nor diminiſh from it, Chap. 


ſer; 17. 3+ to the ſame purpoſe were the places 
tf before mentioned, atth. 15. 9. as allo is 


that ſevere rule applyed by our Saviour un- 


| ro the additions of the Phariſces, Verſe 13. 


Every plant, which my Heavenly Father hath 
not planted, ſhall be rooted np. 

And there is yet farther eridence contri- 
buted unto this intention of the command, 
from thole places where ſuch evils and cor- 
ruptions, as were particulzrly forbidden in 
the worth p of God, are condemned, not 
on the ſpecial account of their being ſo for- 
hidder, bur on that more general, of being 
introduced withour any warrant from 
Gods Inſtitutions or commands, Jer. 7, 31. 
they have built the high places of Topher, 
which 14 11 the valley of the Sou of Hinnom 
to burn their Sons and their Daughters in 
the fire, which I commanatea nit, neither came 
it into my heart. Chap. 19:5. they have al- 
ſo built the high places of Baal to burn their 
Sons with fire, for burnt-offerings unto Baal 
which 1 commanded not, mor [pake, neither 
Came ir into my mind. Theſe things were 
particularly forbidden , bur yet God here 
condemnsthem as coming under the general 
evil of making additions unto his commands, 

E 4 © Coing 
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doing that which he commanded nor, not [ 
did it ever enter into bis hearr. Scr' 
The Papiſts lay indeed, that all additil acct 
corrupting the worſhip of God are forbid4 oz { 
den. but ſuch as farth:r adorr, and prey out 
ſerve i 1', are nor ſc; which implies a contras tryi 
diction; for whereas every adaition is prin} enc 
cipally a corru'tion becauſe it is an addition; cat 
under which notion it 15 forbidden, ( and cor 
that in the worſhip of God which is forbid- am 

| den is a corruption of it ) there can be no} on 
ſuch preſerving, adorning addition, unlek} thi 
we wil! allow a preſerving and adorniry| p21 
corruption, Neither is it of more force) P2! 
which is pleaded by them, that the additi-! © 
ons which they make, belong not unto che! re 
fnbſtance of the worſhip of God, but unto! vw 
che circumſtances of it .. for every circum; fe 
ſtance obſerved religiouſly, or to be obier.| Ig 
ved in the worſhip of God, is of the ſub-| n 
ſtance of it; as were all thoſe ceremoniors ob-| ( 
ſervances of the Law which had the ſame re- 9 
ſpect in the prohibitions of adding, with} 2 
= 

| 


the mvſ{t weighty things whatſoever. 


Qu.15. Whence may it appear that the right 
and due obſervation of Inſtit uted worſhip, of 
great importance unto the glory of God, _ Wy 1 
high concernment unto the Souls of Min ? 


Anſw, | 


in the W, orſbip of Goa, &c. . 57 


p Anſw. This is fullp taught in the 
! Scriptures3 AS ( 1) Ged would never 
[= in any ſtate of the Church, betoze 


o2 ſince the fall, mozal Dbedience with- 
eq out the obſervation of ſome inftttutions as 
+ rryals, tokens, and pledges ofthat obedr- 
» ence. And( 2) in their uſe and Ggrifi- 
| cation by his appointment they nearly 
d: concern the pzincipal myſteries of his will 
-| and grace» And ( 3) By their celebzatt- 
on is he glocified in the UWozld : And 
| therefoze, ( 4) As he bath made bleſſed 
| pomiſes to bis people , to grant (bem his | 
/ pzeſence and to bleſs them in their uſe : 
/ Sg (5) Being the tokens of the mariage 
{ relation that ts between him and them, 
' withreſpect unto them alone he calls him- 
ſelfa jealous God; And (6 ) hath actual- 
ly exerciſed ſignal ſeverity towards the 
neglecters, cozrupters o2 abuſers of them. 
( 1 ) Gen, 2. 16,17. Gen. 4. 3, 4. Gen. 17+ 
9.10, 1T, Exod. 12, 24. Exod. 20. Marth. 
28. 19, 20. Math, 26. 26, 27, Epb. 4. 11, 
12. Kev. i. 13. Rev. 21. S (2 3} YR 
t7. 10. Ened. 13.23, 24- Rom. & © 
4; 5- Mattel; 26. 2% x Cor at 26, 26 
27. (3 ) S:x queſtion the eighth ard 
ninth. { 4 ) Exod. 29. 42, 43, 45. Deur. 
I4. 23, Plalm 133. 3. Matth. 19. 20 Rev. 


21, 
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» 21.3. (5) Exod. 20.5. Deus. 4. 23, 24 *f 
Joſh. 24.19. Eztk. 16. (6 5 Levit. 1o. 1,4 if 
Num. 16. 3, $,09, 32, 35. 1 Sam. 2. 28, 29) W 
2 am. 6, 6,7. 2 Chron. 26. 16, 19, 1 Cor ©)! 
11. 39, ur 


| Explications 


For the moſt part, the inſtituted wor! 
ſhip of God is negleRed and deſpiſed is Y 
the Worid. Some are utterly regardleſ\y 
of it, ſuppoſing that if they attend, after 
their manner, unio mora] odedience , tha 
neither God nor themſelves are much con 
cerned in this matter of his worſhip. Ocherij 
think the diſpoſal and ordering of itto be 
ſo lefr unto men, that as to the manner 
of its performance , they may do with it ai} 
it ſeems right in their own eyes , And ſome] 
follow them therein as willingly walking 
afcer their commandments, without any re- 
ſpe& unto che will or authority of God.| 
Bat the whole Scrip:ure gives us utterly 
another account of this matter. The honoxrt 
of God in this world, the rrpal of our faich| 
ard obedftence, the order and beauty of the | 
Church, the exa/tation of Chriſt in his pro- | 
fefſed ſubjeRion ro him, and the ſavivg 
of oxr ſouls inthe wayes of his appointment, | 

are 


| are therein laid upon the due and right ob- 
} ſervance of inſtirnted worſhip. And they 
| who are negligent about theſe things, what 
| ever they pretend, have no real reſpe&t 
unto any thing thar is called Religion. Firſt 
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therefore, in every ſtate and condicion of 
the Church, God bath given his Ordinan- 
cesvf worſhip, as the touchſtone and tryal 
of its faith and obedience, ſo that they by 
whom they are neglcRed, do openly refuſe 
ro come unto Gods tryal, In the ſtate of 
innocency, the tryal of e Adams obedience 
accordinp to the law of nartore , was in and 
by the inſtitution of the trees of life, and 
of the knowledge of good and evil, Gey. 2. 
16, 17. And the Lord God commanded the 
Han, ſaying, of every tree of the garden thon 
maiſt freely eat, but of the tree of the know- 
ledge of good and evil, thou ſhalt not eat of its 
for in the day that thou eateſt thereof , thou 
ſhalt ſurely die, This was the firſt inſticution 
of God,and it was given nnto the Church,in 
the ſtate of innocency and purity. And in 
our firſt Parents neglect @f attending there- 
unto, did they tranſgreſs the whole law of 


' their creation , as failing in their duty in 


that which was appointed for their z-yalin 
the whole; Chap. 3. 11. Haſt thou eaten of 
the tree whereof 1 commanded thee that thou 

| | ſhoula- 
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ſhouldeſt not eat ? &xe. And the Church in hi; 
family after the fall,buile upon the promi 
was tryed allo in the macter of inſtirut( 
worſhip. Nor was there any diſcovery of th 
wickedneſs of Cain, or approbation of tt 
faith of Abel, antil they came to be proveq ;- 
in their ſacrifices, a new part of Gods inſt g,, 
tuted worſhip, rhe firſt in the ſtate and con} xo 
dition of ſin and the fall whereinto it wwl g, 
brought. Gen.4.3, 4, 5. Inproceſs of time, ik a» 
came to paſs Cain brought of the fruit of m 
the ground, ay offering unto the Lord, anh ( 
Abel he alſo brought of the firftlings of bid fl 
flock and of the fat thereof , and the Lord | 
had reſpef unto Abel, and to his offering, bull | 
anto Cain, and his offering he had not reſpet} | 

{ 


The ground whereof the Apoſtle declares} 
Heb. 11.4. By faith Abel offered unto God i) 
woreexcellent ſacrifice than Cain, by which 
ht obtained witneſs that he Was righteons,| 
God teſtifying of hu gifts. In the obſerva: 
cion of thar firſt inſtitution given to the} 
Charch in the ſtate of the fal!, did Abel re- 
ceive a teſtimony of his being juſtified and} 
accep:ed with God. Afterwards when Abra:! 
ham was called, and peculiarly ſeparated to} 
bear forth the name of God in the world, 
«fd to become the ſpring of the Church for 
future ages, he had che inſtitution of cir-| 
cumciſien 


5u the Wor ſbip of God, &c. Gr! 
cumcifion given him for the tryal of his obe- 
dience; the Law and condition whereof was, 
# ther he who obſerved ir not ſhould be 
eſteemed an alien from the covenant of 
God, and be cut off from his Peaple. Gen. 
f 17.9, 10, Il. God (aid unto Abrakam, tho 

| ſhalt keep my covenant, thou and thy ſeed af+ 
ON ter thee in treir generations, This # my cove- 
nant which ye ſhall keep between me and you, 
| and thy ſeed after thee, every manchild a- 
| wong yon ſball be cireumciſed, Verle the 
| (14 ) andthe wntircumesſed manchild whoſe 
W fleſh of his forechin © not circumciſed, that 
ri ſoul ſbaZbe cut off frem bis people, he hath 
7 broken my covenant. And in like manner 
ſo foon as ever his poſterity were to be 
colle&ted into a new Church ſtate and order, 
God pave them the Ordinance of the Paſs- 
over, Exod. 12.24. Ye ſhall obſerve this 
thing for an Ordihance to thee and to thy Sons 
| for ever; and that, vpon the ſame penalty 
with that of circumcifion; to theſe he added 
{ many more on mount Sizas, Exod. 20. all as 
| thetryals of their faith and obedience unto 
# fncceedinggenerations : How he bath deale 
{ with his Church under the »ew Teſtament, 
we ſhall afterwards declarc. In no fate 
or condition then of the Church, did. God 
ever accept of moral Obedience without the 
obſervation 
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obſervation of ſome inſtiruted worſhip a&Me"t 
commodated in his wiſdom unto its yaritfr9c< 
ons ſtates and conditions, And not onlgef 1#: 
ſo, but as we have ſeen, he hath made th64- 4: 
obſervation of them according unto his min{2- * * 
and appointment, the means of che tryal of *®vE 
Mens whole obedience, and the rule of thi deli 
acceptance or rejeion of them. And ſo if \0© 
continues at this day, what. ever be the ®%* 
thoughts of men abour the worſhip which © 
at preſent be require!. Ne Hog 

Beſides, God hath appointed:that his Or+ 
Cinances of worſhip ſhall be as: effe3nall 
means a5 tO infirut usin the myſteries off 
his willand mind, ſo of communicating his} 
love, mercy, and grace unto us 3. as alſo off 
that communion, or intercourſe with his 
holy Msjeſty, which he bach graciouſly} = 
Sranted unto vs by Jeſas Chriſt. And this} © 


a it is ſufficien:ly manifeſted in the Scrip-} **© 
- tures quoted in anſwer unto this queſtion, jo 


ſo itis at large declared in the writings of | 
thoſe boly and good men, who have ex-| P 
plained the nature of goſpel Ordinances,and 

therefore in particular we need not here in- | 
fiſt much in the farther proof of ir. Thus Abra- | 
ham was inſtructed in the nature of the cove- | 
nant of grace by circumciſion, Gen, 17. 10. | 
which is ofren explained in the old Teſta- | 
ment , | 


t 


un the Worſhip of God, &c. 
aqment, by applying it in particular to the 
ritgrace of converſion, called the circwmes/ion 
(Wof the heart, Dent. 10. 16. Chap. 30.6. fer. 
h44. 4. 25 alſo in the new Teſtament, Co/oſs. 
n#2. 11. And by the Paſſover where the people 
taught, not only the mercy of their preſence 
id deliverance, Exod. 13. 23, 24. but alſo to 
-#look for the Lamb of God who was to take 
d away the fin of the world, obs 1.29. the 
þ true Paſſover of the people of God which 
' was ſacrificed for them, 1 Cor. 5. 7. how 
{ our inciſion or implanting into Chriſt, is 
{ repreſented and ſignified by our Baptsſm,the 
3 Apoſtle declares, Row. 6. 3,4, 5- as alſo 
| oor communion with him in his death, by 
| the Supper of the Lord, Afatth. 26. 27. 
{ 1 Cor.11.25, and all theſe graces which they 
| teach, they alſo exhzbit, and are the means 


| of the communication of them unto Belie- 
| vers, Moreover the experience of all Belei- 
| vers, who have conſcientiouſly waited up- 
on God in their due obſervance, may. be 
_ produced in the confirmation of it. The ir- 
ſtruRion, edification, conſolation, Spiritu- 
al firength, courape, and reſolution, which 
they bave received in and by them, bath been 
witneſſed vnto in their lives, and ends; and 
they to whom theſe things are not of the 
greateſt importance, do bur in yain pretend . 
a 
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a regard unto Godin any thing whateyq 


duty in the obſervation of his inſtitatg 
worſhip, to be the means of our glorifjis 
him in the world. Nor can we othery| 
give glory to God, but as we own his uy 
rhority over us, and yield obedience to wh 
he requires at our hands. And what wed 
| herein, is principally evident in tbofe duty 
which lie under the eye and obſervariong 
Men. Some duties of obedience there art 
which the world neither doth, nor can < 
gern in Believers. Such are their faith, is 
ward holineſs, purity of beart, heave 
mindedneſs. lincere mortification ofindw 


be bid from them, as perſons| prayer a 

almes. Matth.6. 2,3,4,5, 6- Some th 

are, which are very liable ro miſconſtruQi 
on amongſt Men, as Z:al in many of t 

aQings of ir. But this conicientious obſer 
ration of inſticuted worſhip, and thereind 
vowing our ſubjecion.unto the authority 0 
God in Chriſt, is that which che Warld & 
ſee, and take notice of, and thar, which un: 
leſs in caſe of perſecution , ought not to be 
hid from them ; and that which they can 
have no pretence of ſcandal at. And there: 
fore bath God appointed that by this aa 
and 


Farthermore, God hath appointed & : 


ling fin. Some whoſe performance ought tf 


{ evidently caſt off all regard unto bis con- 


f cernments in this World. Herein it is, thar 
| we manifeſt our ſelves not be to aſhamed of 
| the Goſpel of Chriſt, of him and his words, 
| which he ſo indiſpenſably requireth at our 


4 hands, Mark $8.58. For,faith he, whoſoever ſoa 


be aſhamed of me andof my words in this adul* 
terons and ſinful generation , of him alſo ſhall 
the Son of Man be aſhamed when he cometh in 
the glory of his Father, with the holy Angels. 
Hereby do we keep the commandments of 
Chrift, as hz friends, Fohn13. 35. for theſe 


. peculiarly are hi commanas, and if we ſuffer 


for them,then we do moſt properly ſuffer as 
Chriſtians, which is our glory, that I Pet.4, 
14,15, 16. If je be reproached for the name 
of Chriſt, happy are ye ; for the ſpirit of gle- 
ry and of God reſteth upon you, on their part 
be # evil ſpoken of , but on yonr part he u glo- 
rified, but let none of you ſuffcr a1 a murde* 
rer, or arathief, or'as an evil doer, or as 4 
buſibody in othir Mens matters, but if any 
Man ſuffer as a Chriſtian, let bins not be aſha- 
med, Bnt let him glorify God on this behalf. 
And a bappy and a bleſſed thing it is, to 
ſuffer for the obſervation of the ſpecial com- 
mands of Chriſt, a 
F Father, 


is the Worſhip of God,8ce: 65 IJ 


{ and way, we ſhall honour and glorifie him - | 
| in the World, which if we neglet, wedo 
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Father, to encourage us ia our duty, | 
hboiy f.ichful God hath given us many gre? are 
and precious promiſes, that be will grscuf ſp: 
ly afford un:o us his eſp:cial ſanctifyin an; 
bleſſing preſence, in our a:tendar.ce on If ac 
worſh p according :o his »zppotntment, F(! of 
as he promiſcd of old that he would mal he 


glorious the place of his feet, or abodey or 
mongſt his people, -I/a. 60. 13. that if co 
would meet them in his ſar twuary, the plag tc 
of hs wo. ſhip, and there dwell among| 1 
them, and bleſs them, and be their God L 
Exod. 29. 42, 43, 44, 45- Demt. 14. 24.0 ©, 
the Lord Jcſus Chrilt hah promiſed his pre. / 
ſence to the ſame erds and. purpoter, untd 9 
all chem that zſſembie togecker in tis name, / 
for the obſeryation of the worſhip which 1 


in the Goſpel he hath appointed, Aarih: 
18. 20. For, ſaith he, where two or three an 
gathered rogtthcr in my name, there am 1 it 
the miaſt of them. And therein is the raber-\ 
#able of God, his gracious dwelling place, 
with Men. Ryv. 21. 3. Now when God of: 


& fereth unto us his pretence, his gracious bleſ- 
ſing, ſanRifying, and ſaving preſence, ard 
that inand by promiſcs which ſhall cever 
fail, what unſpeakable guilt muſt we needs | 
contract upon our own ſouls, if we neg | 
or deſpiſe the tend:rs of ſuch grace ? 


Bat | 


'' | 
ow 
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Bur becauſe we are 3pt to be ſlochful, and 


pre} are ſl»w of heart in admittiog a due ſenſe of 
'0f ſpiritual things that fall not in with the lighe 


yin and principles of nature, to ſtir us vp unto 
1 If adil-gence in our attendance unto the will 
of God in this matter, he hath declared that 


he looks upon our obedience herein 'as 
our whole lojalty unto him in that conjugal 
covenant which he is pleaſed in Chriſt Jeſus 
ro take Believers into with himſelf, Jer, 3. 
14. turn O backsliding chilarts , ſaith the 
Lord, for I am married unto you, and Will 
rake you one of a City, and two of a fami- 
ly, and will bring je unto Sion, and 1 will 
give you Paſtors according to mine heart,which 
ſhall feed ye with knowledge and under fland- 
ing. Coming unto Soy, in the worſhip of 
God, under the leading and condue.of Paſt- 
ors according to the beart of God, is our 
anſwering the relation wherein we ſtand 
unto him as he is marred unto us. And 
thereupon he teacherh us that as an Hus- 
band, he is jealows of our diſcharge of our 
Cuty in this matter, accounting our neglect 
of his worſhip, or profanation of ir by in- 
yentions and additions of our own, to be 
ſpiritual diſloyalty, whoredome and adultery, 
which his foul abhorrecb, for which he will 
caſt off an yChurch, or people and that for 

F 2 ever 
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ever, See Exod. 20. 5. Dent. 4 23, 24, fo: 
24. 19. Ezek, 16. whatever he will bear of | 
withal in his Church, he will not bear with! 16> 
that which bis jealoxſfie is exerciſed abour,) wh! 
If ie tranſpreſs therein, he will give it a bill} 3** 
of divorce; which repadiated condition, it} !® 
che tate of many Churches in the World | *Þe 
however they pleaſe, and boaſt themſelve} Pre 
in their weritriciouws Ornaments and pratis| bh 
ces. | Ne 
To give yet farther ſtrength nnto all! bi 
theſe conſiderations, that we may not only} ' 
have rules and precepts, but examples allo} 
for our inſtruction, God hath given many! 
fignal inſtances of his ſeverity againſt Perſons} © 
who by ignorance , negle&, or regardlel-| 
neſs, have miſcarried in not obſerving ex-| : 
atly his will and appointment in and aboue} | 
his worſhip. This was the caſe of Nadab | 


and Abihs, the ſons of Aaron, Lewit. 10. | 
I, 2. of Corah, Dathan and Abiram, Numb. | 
16, 3,8, 9, 32, 35- of the ſons of E/y, afin | 
not to be expiated with ſacrifices and burnt | 
offerings for ever, 1 Sam. 2. 28, 29. of Vzza | 
in putting the Ark into a Carr, when he | 
ſhould have born it upon his ſhoulders, | 
' I Chron, 16. 13. of V=254 the King in of | 
fering incenſe contrary to Gods inſtitution, | 
that duty being appropriated unto the Prieſts | 
of * 


4 
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of the poſterity of 1aron, 2 Chroy. 26. 
16, 19. theſe are ſofficient intimations of 
what care and diligence we ought to uſe, in 
attending anto what God hatch appointed 
in bis worſhip; and altbongh now under 
the new Teſtament he doth not ordinarily 
proceed to the inflicting of remporal judge> 
ments in the like caſes of neglet, yet be 
hath not wholly left ns without inftances of 


{ hit parting forth rokens of his diſpleaſure 


in temporal viſitations on ſach miſcarriages 
in his Charch, x Cor. 11. 30. For this canſe, 
ſaith the Apoſtle, wany are weak, and ſickly 
among you, and many ſleep. From all which ir 
appeares Of whar concernment it is unto the 
Slory of God, and the ſalyation of our own 
ſouls, ro attend diligently nnto our duty in 
the ftrit and ſincere obſervation of the 
worſhip of the Goſpel; For he lets us know, 
thac now a more ſevere puniſhment is ſub- 
ſtitated againſt ſuch tranſgreſſions in the 
room of that which he ſo viſibly inflicted 
_ the old Teſtament, Heb. 10. 25,26,27, 
29, 29. 


Qu. 16. 1s there yet any other confaderation 
that may ftir up Believers to an holy and veli- 
$i0us care about the due obſervation of the 
Snftizntiong of the Goſpel 


Anſw, 
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Anſw. Pea ! namelp that the great apoſta-! 
cy of the Church in the laſt dayes, fozetold! 


in the Scripture, and which God threat, 


neth to punt(h and revenge. conſifts pine; 
cipatlp in falſe wozſtp, and a departure! 
from the inſtttuttons of Cheeſt, Rev. 14. 


4, 5- Chap. 17. 1,2, 3, 5: 
Explication. 


Thar tbere is an Apoſtacy of the Chorch 
foretold in the book of the Revelations, is 
acknowledged by all who with ſincerity have 
inquired into the mind of God therein. The 
ſtare of things ar this day, and for many 


apes paſt in the World, ſofficien:ly confirm} 


that perſwaſion. And herein ſundry things 


in general, are obvious unto every ſober 


confideration thereof. 


Firſt the borrible evils, rroubles and con- | 


fuſions that are to be brought into, and vp- 
on the World tehereby. 

Secondly, the high guilt and provocati- 
on of God, chat is contained in it, and do:h 
accompany it. 

Thirdly, the dreadful vengearce that 
God in his appointed time will rake upon 
 allthe promoters and obſtinate maintain- 
ers of it. Theſe things are at-large all 

A of 


"T's 
of them foretold in the Revelation,and chere- 
in alfo the Apoſtacy it ſelf is fer forth as 
the cauſe of all the plagues and CdeſtryRi- 
ons that by the righteous judgemene of 
God, are to be brought vpon the World 


in the Wor foi of God, 8c. 


in theſe latter dzyes. Now as God doth 
earneſtly call upon #\] chat fear hi, nor 
to intermeddle, nor partake in the fins of 
the Apoſtares, leſt rh:y ſt ould alſo partake 
in their judgements, Chap. 18. 4. (/ heard 
a woice from Heaven, ſaying, come out of her 
my people that ye be not partakors of ber ſint, 
and that ye receive mit of her pl-gurs. S9 be 
Goth flainly declare, wherein the ap>ſ{tcy 
and fin ir ſelf ſhould pri-cip3l'y confitt, and 
that is in the corrupring ard conraminating 
of the Ordinances of Þ1s Worſhip, or the 
ntrodetion of falſe Worſhip j»yned with 
the perſecution of th:m who refuſed to 
ſubmir thereunto. For rl1s czuſe, is the 
ſin i- ſelf ſer ont under the name of for- 
nication , and Whoeredoam ; and the Church 
chat maintains it, is called che Aforher of 

Harlotr, Chap. 17. 5. That by fornication, 
and whoredom, jn the Chnrch, the -adul- 
reraring of the worſh p of God, and the 
admiſlion of falſe ſelf-\invented Worſhip in 
the room thereof, whereof God is jealous, 
is intend:d, the Scripture every where de- 
F 4 clares 
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clares. It is eafie then co gather of hoy 
great concernment unto us it is, eſpecially 
in theſe later dayes wherein this ſo bainou 
and. provoking fin 1s prevalent in the 


World, carefully to attend unto the fafe} 


unerring rule of Worſhip, and diligently 
to perform the duties that are required 
therein. 


Queſt, 17. Which are the principal inſtitu 
tions of the Goſpel to be obſerved in the Wor- 
ſoip of God ? 

Anſw. (1. ) The calling, gathering and 
ſetling of Churches with their Dfficers, 
as the ſeat and ſubject of all other ſoſemn 
mſtituted wozſhip. (2,) Prayer With 
thankſgibing. (3.) Singing of Pſalms. 
(4+) Preaching the Wozd, 5. Admini- 
ſtration of the Sacramen:s of Baptiſm , 


pline and rule of the Church collected and 


ſetled;, moſt of which have aiſo ſundry | 


particular duties relating unts them , 
and ſubſerbtent unto their due obſerva- 
tion. (1.) Macth. 28, 19, 20. As 2, 41, 
42. 1 Cor. 12, 28. Ephel. 4.11 12, Matth, 
I8. 17, I8, 19. 1 Cor. 4.17, 1 Cor. 7, 17, 
Ads 14. 23. Titns 1, 5. 1 Tim. 3. 15. 
(2.) 1 Tim, 2. 1, AQts 6.4. As 13. 2. 3. 
od de (3 ) Ephel. 


- and the SDvpper of the Lo2d, C6.) Dilci- |. 
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ow ( 3.) Ephel. 5. 19. Coldfl. 3. 16. (4.) 


ily 
2Us 
the! 
afe 


ty 
ed 


2 Tim; 4. 2- Acts 2, 42. 1 Cor. 14. 3. 
wakh 2. Heb. 13.7. (5 ) Matth. 28. 19. 
Matth. 26. 26, 27. 1- Cor. 11. 23. (6) 
Marth. 18, 17, 18, 19. Rom. 12. 6, 7, 8. 
Rex. 2. 3. 


Explication. 


Theſe things being all of them afcerwards 
to be ſpoken unto ſeverally and apart, need 


. not here any particular Explication. They 


are the principal beads wherein Goſpe/-wor- 
ſaip confiſteth, and whereunto the parcicu- 
lar duties of it may be reduced. 


Qu. 18. Whereas ſundry of theſe things 
are founded in the light and law of nature, as 
requifite unto all ſolemn worſhip , and are 


moreover commanded 1n the moral Law. ata 
 explications of it in the Old Teſtament , how + 


do you look upon them, as Evangelical inſtitu- 
tions to be obſerved principally on the authori- 

ty of Feſms Chrift ? | 
Anſw. Netther thetr general ſuttable- 
neſsunto the pzinciples of right reaſon,and 
the dictates of the l1gbt and law of nature, 
noztbe pzactice of them in the wozſhip of 
God under the Dld Teſtament, do at all 
; | þinder 


yp * 
TT HIS SOIT bt ROT 


74 A brief Inflr «tion 

hi:ider them from depending on the -m&gy 
inftitution of Jeſug Chziſt, as to thaſne 
eſpecial ends of the giczy of Gov in atfhz 
by bimſelf, and the edification of Io1 
Church in the fatth which is in him wherf an 
unto he hath appointed them:Noz as inf ed 
that eſpecial matiner of thetr perfozmand M: 
which he requireth; in_ which reſpect} »/ 
thep are ro be obſerved on the account f 7 
bis authoztty and command only, Matt tb 
17.5. MattÞ. 28. 20. Jobn 16, 23, 2g ot 
Heb. 3.4, 5, 6. Ephe'. 1. 22. Chip. 2.24 m 
21, 22. Herd. 12. 25- C 


Explication. t 


* The principal ttuing weare to aimat ini} c 
werſh'p of God, is the Ciicharge of tha ( 
Coty we owe to Jeſus Chriſt the Kirp an(} | 
head of the Church, Heb. 3. 6. Chriſt a} « 
Son over buy own beaſe, whoſe howſe are wil | 
1 Tim. 3. 15. That thow mayeſt know h owl 
thom eughteſt to behave thy ſelf in the bu 
of God, which is the Church of the living 
God. This we cannot do unleſs we confider 
his authori:y as the formal reaſon and cauſe}. 
of our obſervance of all thar we do'therein} 
If we perform any thing in the worſhip- off 
2008 on any other account, it is no part of} 
Ouf 
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Encither expeRt his grace to 8ſliſt us, nor 
have we bis promiſe co accept us therein 
E for that be hath annexed unto our doing 
[and obſerving whatever he hath command- 
unif ed,and that becauſe he hath commanded vs, 
any Mar.28,20-teaching them to obſerve all things 
elf whatſoever I bave commaniara yor, and lee, 
tf T1 am with you alwayes even unto the end of 
th tbe Vorld. This promiſed preſence reſpets 
24 only the obſervance of his commands. Some 
24 men are spt to look. on this authority of 
Chriſt as that which hath the leaſt irflaence 
intro what they do. If inany of bis inſti. 
rations they find any thing that 1s ſuited or 
aSrecable unto the lighr-of nature, 'as Ec- 
bl cleſiaſtical ſocieties, government of the 
nf} Church, and the like chey ſay are, they ſup- 
aff poſe and conter.d, that that is the ground 
4 on which they are to be atrended unto, and 
| ſo are to be regulated accordingly,- : The 
| interpoſition of his zuthority they will allow 
4 only in the Sacraments which bave no lighr 
4n reaſon or nature, ſo defirons are ſome 
+ to have as little to. do: with Chriſt as they 
| can, evenin the things that concern the 
5 worſhip of God.-. Bat it would be fomewhar 
ſtrange, char if what rhe Lord Chriſt bath 
8ppoimed in his Church to be obſerved in 


as Tas, » Q Cad . 
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particular, in an efpeciall manner, for eſpe- 
cial ends of his own, hatch in the general nas 
ture of it an agreement with what in like 
caſes the light of nature ſeems to direc un- 
co, that therefore his authority is nor-co be 
conſidered, as the ſole immediate reaſon of 
onr performance of it , but it is evident, | 
Firſt, That our Lord Jeſus Chriſt being 
the King and Head of bis Church, the Lord 
over the houſe of God, nothing is to be] ; 
done therein but with reſp:& unto his au- 
thority, Matth. 17.5. This is my beloved 
Son in whom I am well pleaſed, hear ye him; 
Epheſ. 4.15. Speaking the trmth in love, grow 
up into him in all things, which 5s the head, 
even Chriſt, from whom the whole beay fith| 
joynted together, and cowpatied by that which | 
every joynt ſupplieth, according to the effettu' 3 
al working in the meaſure of every part, mak- 
eth increaſe of the body wnto the edifying of it 
felf indove ; Epheſ. 2.20, 21. Te are built 
pou the foundation of the Apoſtles and Pro 
phets, Feſms Chriſt bimſelf being the chief 
corner ftone, in whow ati the building fitl | | 
framed together groweth unto an holy Tew- 
ple in the Lord , in whom you alſo are bailt 
gogether for an habitation of God through the 

ſporae. 
Secondly , And chae*therefore, the ſni- 
OR rable- 
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tableneſs of any thing to righe reaſon, or 
the light of nature, is no ground for a 
Church obſervation of ir, unleſs ir be alſo 
appointed and commanded, in eſpecial by 
Teſas Chrift. 

Thirdly, That being ſo appoinred and 
commanded, it becomes an eſpecial 5»ſt3rati- 


on Of his, and as ſuch, is to be obſerved, 


ſo that in all ebinpgs that are done, or to be 
done with reſpet unto the worſhip of God 
in the Churcb, the anthoriry of Chriſt is al- 
wayes principally to be conſidered ; and 
every thing to be obſerved as commanded 
by him, without which conſideration it 
hach no place in the Worſhip of God. 


| Qu. 19. What 5s an inſlitmted Charch of 
the Goſpel ? | | 
 'Anſw. A ſectetp of Perſons, called out - 
of the Wozld, oz thetr natural wozldlp 
ſtate, by the adminiſtration of the Wozd 
and Sptrit,urito the obedience of the Faith 
02 the knowledge and Woztbhtp of God tn ' 
Chzilt, joyned together in an holy bond , 
02 by ſpecial agreement. foz the exerciſe 
of the communion of Saints ia the due 
obſerbation of all the Dzdinances of the 
Goſpel, Rom. 1.5, 6. x Cor. x. 2. 1 Cor: 
I4. 15. Heb. 3. 1; James x. 18. Rev. 1. 20- 
I Pet- 


77 


78 A brief Infirufion 
1 Per. 2.5. Ephel. 2.21, 22,23. 2 Cor. 
16, 17, 18, 


Explication. 


The Church, whoſe nature is here inqui 
red after, is not the Carheltck Church.0 
eleR Believers of all ages and ſcaſons fro 


thereof, nor of any one age, nor the au 


ver{ality of profeſſors of the Goſpel;bur a par| 


ticular Church wherein by the appointment 
of Chriſt, all che Ordinances of che Wor, 
ſhip of God are to be obſerved and attend|. 
ed unto according to his Will, For although 
it berequired of them, of whom a partics 
lar Church is conftitated, thac they be true 
Believers, ſeeing that unleſs a man be born 
again, he cannot enter intv the Kingdom 0 
God, and ſo an that account they be mem 
bers of the Church Catbolick,, as alſo that 
they make vi/ible profeſſion of faith and obe- 
dienceunto Jeſus Chriit, yet moreover itis 


—_ ey ©», ev = i om wW 


the will, command and appointment off 


Chriſt, that they ſhould be joyned togetber 
io particular ſocieties, or Churches , for 
the due obſeryation of the Ocdinances of the 
Goſpel, which can alone be done in ſuch 
Aſſewblics. For as the a:mbers of the Ci- 
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1 the Worſhip of God, &c. 79 
tholick Church , are not known unto one 
another meerly on the account of that faith 
and ugion with Chriſt which makes them ſo, 
wher.ce the whole ſociety of them is, as [uch 
mnvifible toth> Worid and themſelves, ws- 


| fble onjy on the acconnr of their profeſli- 


on, and therefore cannot meerly as ſuch, 
obſerve the Ordinances of the Goſpel , 
which obſer vation is their profeſſion, ſo the 


| +5/ible Profeſſors that arein the World in 
|. any age,. cannot at any time aſſemble toge- 


ther, which from che nature of che thing 
it felf, and the inſticotion of Chriſt, is in- 


| diſpenſably neceſſary for- the celebration o' 
ſundry parts of thac worſhip which be re-. 


quires in his Church; and therefore parti- 
cular Churches are themſelves an Ordi- 
nance of the New Teſtament, as ihe Nars- 
enal Charch of the Jews, was of old. For 
when Ged of o'd erected bis Worſhip, and 
ecj»yned the ſolemn obſcryation of ir, be 
alſo appointed a Charch as his inſtitution 
for the due celebration ef it. Thus was 


the people of 1/rael ſolemnly taken into a 


Church relation with him by covenant, 
wherein they took upon tbemſelyes, to ob- 
ſerveal| thelaws, and ordinagces, and in- 
ſtitutions. of his worſhip, Exod. 20. 19. 


Sptak thon with ut, and we will bear. 
Exod. 
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Exod. 24. 3. And Moſes came, and told thi W 


People all the words of the Lord, ans all thi 
judgements, and all the people anſwrred wit 
ore voice, and ſaid, all the words which thi 
Lord hath ſaid we will ao, Deurt. 5. 27. Al 
that the Loyd our God ſhall ſpeak, anto thee 
we Will hear it and dost. And God accord: 
ingly 8ppointed them Ordinances to be ob 
ſerved by the whole congregation of them 
ropether at the ſame time, in the ſarze place, 
Exod. 23.17. Three times in the year all thy| 
Alales ſpall appear before the Lord thy God 
Deur. 16. 16. Three times in 4 year all th 
Males ſhall appear before the Lord thy Gul 
in the place which he. ſhall chooſe. 


' Neither would God allow any ftranger;| 


any one not of the Church ſo inſtituted by 
him, to celebrare any part of his inſticuted 
worſhip, until he was ſolemnly admitted 
into that Church as a member thereof; 
Exo0d.12.47, 48. All the congregation of 1ſ- 
rael ſhall keep it, and whena ſtranger ſhall 
ſojourn with thee and will kgep the Paſſou 


ro the Lord, let all his M-les be circumciſed, | 


and then let him come near and keev it, and 
he ſhall be as one that is born inthe Land, for 
6 uncircumciſed perſon ſball eat thereof, 
To the ſame end and purpoſe, when the 
knowledge of God was to be diffuſed 8ll the 
| World 
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World over, by the preaching of the Go- 


4 ſpel, and Believers of all Nations onder 


Heaven were to be admitred unto the Privi® 


ledge of his Worſhip, Ephe/.2.15,16,17,18: 


The National Church of the Jews, with all 
the Ordinances of ir, being r:moyed and 


&| taken away, the Lord Chriſt hathappointed 
particular Churches , or united Aſſemblies 


of B.lievers, amongp{t and by whom he will 
have all his holy Ordinances of Worſhip ce- 
lebrated, And this inſtitution of his ar the 
firlt preaching of the Goſpel, was invarta- 
bly and inyio)ably obſerved by all that cook 
on them to be his Diſciples, withont any one 
inſtance of queſtioning it to the contrary 


in the whole World, or of the celebration 


of any Ordinances of his Worſhip amongſt 
any Perſons, but only in ſuch Societies or 
particular Churches. And there is ſufficient 
evidence and warranty af this inſtitution 
given us in che Scripture: For, 

Firſt, They are appointed and approved 
by Chriſt, Mat. 18.15,16,17,18,19.20, If 


thy Brother ſhall treſpaſs againſ# thee, ga and 


tell bim ha fault between thee and him alone ;; 


if he ſhall hear thee, thox baſt gained thy Bro- 


_ ther : But if he will not hear thee, then take 


With thee one or two more, that 11 the month of 
wo or three Witneſſes every word may be eſta- 
G 


bliſhcd 
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A brief InſiruRion 
bliſhed; and if he ſhall negle& to hear, the 
tell it unto the (hurch;, but if he neglcett 1 
hear the Church, let him be unto thee as an 
Heathen man and a P ublican. Verily T (a 
auto you, Whatſorver ye ſhall bind on Earth, 
ſhall be bound in Heaven , and whatſoever y 
ſhall looſe on Earth, ſhall be looſed alſo i 
Heaven. Again , ] ſay unto you, That 1 
two of you ſhall agree on Earth as touching 
any thing that they ſhall aack , it ſhall bi 


done for them of my Father which u 19 He«| 


ven : For where two or three are gathered ty 
gether in my Name, there am 1 in the mia of 
the, 

Such a Church he ſuppoſeth and appro» 
veth, as his Diſciples had relation unto, and 
as any one of them could have recourſe un. 


to, 8s a Brother, in obedience to his Com» | 


mands and Directions. This could not be 
the Charch of the Jews neither in its whole 
Body, nor inany of its Judicatories : For 
as at that time, there was a ſolemn Decree 
of Excommunication againſt all ang every 
one thar ſhould profeſs bis Name, 7ohb. 9. 22. 
The Fews bad already agreed, that if any man 
did confeſs that he was { hriſt he ſhoxld be put 
ont of the Synagogue, which was executed ac- 
cordingly upon the Man that was born 
blind, verſ.34: which uiterly diſabled chem 
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# from making any uſe of this Direction, 
i Command, or Inſtitution of his for the 
4 preſenr, with reſpect unto them. So after- 
/aſ- wards the chief buſineſs of the Rulers of 
Ml thoſe Aſſemblies from the higheſt Court of 
| their Sanbedrim, roche meaneſt Judicatory 
! in their Synagognes, was to periecute them, 
i] and bring them unto death, Mar. 10.17. They 
uf will deliver ye up to the Conncils, and they 
tl pill [conrge yon in their Synagogues. Job.15; 
'* 21. Andit is not likely that che Lord Chriſt 
would ſend his Diſciples for dire&ion and 
ſatisfaRtion in the weighty matters of their 
obedience unto him, and mutual love ro- 
wards one another, unto them with whom 
| they neither bad, nor could, nor oughe co 
| have any thing to do withal; and if they 
| were intended, they were all already made 
as Heathens and Publicans, being caſt our 
by them for refuſing ro hear tbem in their 
blaſphemies and perſecutions of Chriſt him- 
ſelf. Such a Society alſo is plainly intended, 
as whereunto Chriſt promiſeth his preſence 
by bis Spirit,and whoſe Righteous Sentences 
| he takes upon himſelf ro ratifie and confirm 
in Heaven. | 

Moreover ſuch a Church doth be diret 
| unto,. as with which his Diſciples were to 
| have familiar brotherly conflane conyerſe 
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84 A brief Inſftraftion 
and communion, - with whom they were { 
to be joyned in ſociety, as to be owned 0 
rejected by them according to their judye. 
mear, as is apparent in the praQtice en- 
joyned unto them , and withont rela, 
cion whereunto | no duty here appointed 
could be performed. As therefore the very 
name of the Church, and nature of the thing, 


b:ſpeaks a ſociety, ſo ir is evident that nol 


ſociety but that of a particular Church of 


the Goſpel can be here intended. 


Secondly, theſe Churches he calls his, 


Candlefticks ; Rew. 1. 20. Inalluſion unto 
che Canaleſtscks of the Temple, which be- 
10g an inſtitution of the old Teſtament, 
doth diretly declare theſe Churches to be 
ſo under the New. And this be ſpeaks 1h re- 
ference unto thoſe ſeven particular Churches 
of Aſa, every one of which, was a Candle- 
ſtick, or an inſtitution of his own. 
Thirdly, in parſuic of this sppointment 
of Chriſt, and by his authority, the Apo- 
ſtles ſo ſoon as any were converted unto 


the faith at Jeraſalew,although the o)d Na. |. 


tional Church ſtate of the ewes was yet 
continued, gathered them into a Charch or 
ſociety for celebration of the ordinances of 
the Goſpel, AR. 2. 41, 42. they that glad- 
ly received the word, were baptiſed, and they 
continued 
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continued ftedfaſtly together inthe Apoſtles 


| deftrine, and fellowſhp, and in breaking of 


bread and in prayers. verie ( 47 ) the hord 
adding unto this Church dayly ſuch as ſhunld 
be ſaved, And this company is exprelly 
called the Charch at Jeruſalem. AF. S. 1. 
This Church thus called and colleted out 


| of the Church of the ewes, was the rule 


and pattern of the diſpoſing of ail the D.f- 
ciples of Chrift into Church ſocieties in ovbe- 
dicnce unto his comman throvgbout the 
World. A&d.11. 26. AF. 14. 23. 27. 
Fouribly, they rook cire for ih: form- 
ing, compleatirg and eltzbliſhios tem in 
order according tots willunder the rule of 


| them, given and granted unto them by 


himſelf for thac purpoſe, all ina [t-duy pur- 
ſuit of the commands of Chriſt. Af.14.23. 
they ordained them Elders in evey Church. 
Tit. 1.5, For this cauſe left I thee ix Crees 
that thou ſhouldeſt ſet in order the things that 
are wanting, and ordain Elders in every City 


a T had appointedthee. 1 Cor. 12. 28 Epic, 


' 4«I1I, I, 


Fitchly , they do every wazre in the 
Name, end aurbority of Chriſt, give un:o 
theſe Chorches rules, direRtioos, and pre- 
cepts for the due ordering of all things re- 
lating co the worſhip of God, according ro 
(2 3 his 
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his minde, as we ſhall ſee afcerwards in par- 
ticular , For 


Firſt, there is no charge piven unto the 
Officers, Minifters, Guides, or Overſeers 


that he hatch appointed; but i itis in reference] 


nnto the diſcharge of their duty in ſuch 
Churches. That Miniſters or Officers are 
of Chriſts appointment, is expreſly declared, 
Ephel. 4. Il, 12, He gave jo ſome eApoſtles, 
ſome Prophets, ſome Evangeliſt, ſome P aſt- 


ors and Teachers for the perfefing of rhe” 


Saints, for the work of the Miniſtery, for the 
edifiing of the boay of Chriſt. 1 Cor. 12. 298, 

God hath ſet in his Church, firſ® Apoſtles, 

ſecondarily Prophets, thiraly Tc achers. Theſe 
are of Chriſts inſtiration ; but ro what end? 
why,as they were orCained incyery Church, 

AF. 14.23. Tit. 1.5. So their whoje charge 
1s limited to the Charches, AG. 20. 17, 
He ſent to Epheſus, and called the Elders of 
the Chureh, and [aid to them , Verle the 28. 
take heed therefore unto your ſelves, ani to 
all the flock, over which the Holy-Gheft hath 
made you Overſeers, to feed the nous of God 
which he hath purchaſed with his own blood, 

I Pet. 5.2. The Elaers which are among 


you, ] exhort, feed the flock of God, which | 


is ameng you taking the overſight thereof , 
x Tim. 3 15. Colof. 4. 17. And ſay to Ar- 
chippus 
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| chippus take heed to the Miniſtry which thou 


haſt received inthe Lord, that thou fulfill it. 
They were the Churches of Chriſt wherein 
they miniſtred, which Chriſt appointing them 


totake care of maniſeſtsto be bis own inſti- 


tution and appointment. And this is fully 
declared , Rev. chap. 2. 3. where all the 
dealings of Chriſt with his Angels, or Mi- 
niſters, are about their behaviour and de- 
portment among his Caraleſticks, each of 
them, the Candleſtick whereunto he was 
related , or the particular Churches that 
they had care of, and prefided in; the 
Candleſticks being no leſs of the inſtitution 
of Chriſt, than the Angels. And they were 
diſtin particular Churches, which bad their 
diſtin& particular Officers, whom he treat- 
eth diſtin&tly withall about lis inſtitutions 
and worſhip ; eſpecially about that of the 
ſtate of the Churches themſelves, and their 
conſtirution according to his mind, 
Secondly, There is no in{truftion, exhor- 
tation or reproof piven unto any of the Dif- 
ciples of Chriſt after his aſcenſion, in any 
of the books of the New Teſtament, bur as 
they were colle&ed incro, and were mem- 
bers of ſuch particular Churches. This will 
be evidenced in the many inſtances of thoſe 
duties that ſhall afterwards be inſiſted on, ' 
G 4 And 
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And the Lord Chriſt hath not left thar as 1 
matrer of liberty, choice, or converiency,| 
which he hath made the foundation of the 
due manner of the performance of all rfolk 
Duties whereby his Diſciples yield obedi- 


ence unto bis commands, to his glory in thef 


World, 

Six:hly, The principal Writings of the 
Apoltles are expreſly diretcd unto ſuch 
Churches,and all ot chem intentionally, 1Cor, 


Li 300 154. Gat t. 2- F261. 1. Cal 


1,2, Chap. 4.16 1Theſ- 1.1. 2 Theſ-1.1, 
Epheſ 1.1. compared wich A#.20.17. 1 Per, 
5-2. or unto particular perſons, giving d- 
rections for their behaviour and duty in 
ſuch Churches, 1 Tim. 3+ 15. Tit, 1.5. 


So that the great care of the Apoſtles was| 


abour theſe Churches, as ihe principal In- 
ſticurion of Chriſt, and that whereon the 
due obſervance of all his other Commands 
doth depend. Of what nature or ſort 
theſe Churches were, ſhall be afterwards 


evinced ; we here only manifeſt their inſti- 


tution by the Authority of Chrif. 


Seventhly, Much of the Writings of the ; 


Apoſites in thoſe Epiſtles direRed to thoſe 
Churches , conſiſts in Rules, Precepts, In- 
{truQions, & Exhortations for the guidance 
and preſervation of them in purity znd or- 
cer, 
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der, with their continuance in a condition 
of due obedience unto the Lord Carift, To 
this end do they fv fully and largeiy ac- 
quaint the Rulers and Members of chem 
with their mutual duty in chat eſpecial rela- 


\ tion wherein they ſtand to cach other,as alſo 


of all perions in particular in what is requi- 
red of them by vertue of their Memberſhip 
in any particular ſociety , 2s may be ſeen 
arlarpe in ſundry of Paals Epiſtles. And to 


| give more ſtrength hereunro,ur Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, in the revelation that he made of his 
mind and will perſonally after bis aſcenſion 
into Heaven, infilted principally about 
the condition , order and preſervation of 
particular Churches , not taking notice of 
any of his Diſciples not belonging to them, 
or joyned with them. Theſe he warns, re- 
proves, inſtrucs, threatens, commands, all 
in order unto their waiking before him in 
the condition of pzrticular Churches, Rew, 
2. and 3. arlarpe, 

Beſides, As he bath appointed them to be 
the ſeat and (wbjefF of ui} his Ordinances, 
baving granted the righr of them unto them 
alone, 175m. 3.15. intruſting them with 
the exerciſe of that authority which he puts 
forth in the Rule of bis Difc:ples in this 
World, he hath alſo appointed the moſt 
0 | holy 
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go 


holy inſtitution of his S#pper to denote an(- 


expreſs rhat union and communion which 
the members of each of cheſe Churches haye 
by his ordinance amongſt themſelves, x Cox, 
I0.17. The cu? of bleſſing which we bleſs, wit 
net the Communion of -the Blood of Chriſt ? 
The Bread which we break, wu it nat the Com: 
wHHnion of the Body of Chriſt ? For we bring 
any, are one Bread and one Budy, for Wwe are 
all partakers of that ene Bread. And allo he 
gives Out unto them the gifts and praces of 
bis Spirit, to make every one of them meet 
for, and uſeful in that place which he holds 
in ſuch Churches, as the Apoſtle diſcourfſeth 
a: large, 1 Coy.12. from ver/ſ.15. to verſ 26. 
Col.2.19. Ephbeſ.4.16, It is manifeſt then chat 
no Ordinance of Chriſt is appointed to be 
obſerved by his Diſciples, no communica- 
tion of the Gifrs of the Holy Ghoſt is promi- 
ſed to them, r.0 eſpecial Daty is required of 
chem, buc with reſpeRt unto theſe Churches 


Of his Inſtitutior. 


In the anſwer to this Qneſtion , four 
things are declared tending to the Explica- 
tion of the na:ure of a particular Church or 


Churches. 


(1.) The ſubject matter of them, or che 
perſons whereof ſuch a Church doth or 


ought to conſiſt. (2.) The means whereby 


they 
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they are brought into a condition capable 


of ſuch an Eſtate, or qualified forir. (3.) 
The general ends of their Calling. (4.) The 
eſpecial means whereby they are conſtituted 
a Church 3 which laſt will be ſpoken unto in 

the next Queſtion. | 
For the firſt, All men ae by nature the 
Children of Wrath, and do belong unto the 
World, which is the Kingdom of Satan, 
and are under the Power of Darknels, as 
the Scriptnre cvery where declares. In this 
ſtate men are not SubjeRts of the Kingdom 
of Chriſt, nor meer to become Members of 
his Church. Our of this Condition they 
cannot deliver themſelves. They have nei- 
ther will untoir, nor power for ic, bur they 
are caZed out of it. This calling is that which 
effeually delivers them from the Kingdom 
of Satan, and tranſlates them inco the King- 
dom of Chriſt, And this work or effet 
the Scripture on ſeveral accounts yariouſly 
expreſſe:ch. Sometimes by Regeneration, 
ora New Brih, ſometimes by Converſion, 
or turning unto God, ſomeumes by Vierfi- 
e4tion, Or Quickning from the dead z ſome- 
tmcs by Tizmisation, or opening of the 
eyes of the bind , all which are carried on 
by Sanfification 1n Holineſs, and attended 
with Jultification and Adoption; And as 
: theſe 
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theſe are all diſtint in themſelves, having 
ſeveral formal reaſons of rhem, fo they all 
concur to complear that eff: ual Vocation 
or Calling that is required co conſticate per- 
ſors Members of the Church. For beſides 
that this is Ggnified by the typical holineſs 
of the Church of old, into the room where- 
of real holineſs was to ſucceed under the 
New Teſtament, Exod. 19.6. Pſal.24.3,4, 
5,6. P/al. 15 1, 2. 1ſa358 5. Iſa. 54+ 13, 
Chap. 60.21, 1 Per.2.9, Oar Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt hath laid it down as an everlaſti: p 
Rule, That unleſs a min bc born again, he 
cannot enter into the Kingdem of God, Joh. 
3. 3. requiring Repeneratien as an indi(- 


penſable condition in a Member of his | 


Church, a ſubje&t of his Kingdom. For 
his Temple is row to be built of Living 
Stores, I Pet. 2.5. Men ſpiritually and fa. 
vingly quickned trom their Death in Sin, 
and by the holy Ghoſt, whereof they are 
Partakers, made a meet Habitation for God, 
Epheſ. 2.21, 22. I Cor.3.16. 2 Cor. 6.16. 
which receiving vical ſupplies from Chritt 
irs Head, increaſech in Faith and Holineſs, 
edifying it ſelf in Love, Ephe/.4.15,16. And 
as the A7oſtles in their Writings do aſcribe 
unto =1| che Churches, and the Members of 
thee, a participation in this effeyal Voca- 
con, 
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tion, affirming that they are Saints, called, 
ſanRifird, juſtified, and accepted with God 
in Chriſt, Row.1.5,6. 1Cor.1.2. 1Cor.4.I5, 
Heb.3.1. Jam.1.18. 1 Pet.2.5. 2 Cor,6, i7, 
18. 1Cor.6-11. $0, many of the Duties thzr 
are required of them in that relation and 
condition, are ſuch as none can perform un. 
rothe glory of God, their own benefit, and 
the edification of others, ( the ends of all 
obedience) unleſs they are partakers of this 
effeQtual Calling, 1 Cor.10.,16,17. 1 Cor. 12: 
12. Epheſ.4.16, Adde bereunto, that theſe 
Charches, and the Members of them, are not 
only commanded to ſeparate themſelves as 
tro their Worſhip of God, from the World, 
that is, men in their wor'dly ſtate and condi- 
tion, bur are allo required, when any a- 
mongſt them tranſgreſs apainſt the Rules 
and Laws of this holy Calling above deſcri- 
bed, to caſt them out of their Society and 
Communion, 1 Cor.5.13. from all which it 
appears who are the ijubjeRt matter of theſe 
Churches of Chriſt, as alfo ſecondly, the 
means whereby chey come to be ſo, namely 
the adminiſtration ef the Spirit and Word 
of Chriſt , and thirdly, the general ends 
of their Calling, which are all ſpoken co in 
this anſwer. 


Queſt.20. ; 
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Queſt. 20. By what means do Perſons (1 


Called, become a Church of Chriſt ? 
Anſw. Thep are conſtituted a Church, 


and inteveſted in the Rights, Power, and 


P:tviledges of a Goſpel-Church, by tbe 
Will, Pzomiſe., Authoztry and Lawto of Je: 
ſus Chriſt, upon therr own voloncary con- 
ſent and engagement to walk together tn 


the due ſubjection of thetr Souls and] 


Conſciences unto his Authezity, as their 
King, Pzteſt, and P2zopher, and in anho- 
Iy obſervation of all bis Commands, Dz- 


dinances, and Appotntments, Mar. 13.20. 
Chap. 28. 18,19. AR.2.41,42. Exod, 24-3, | 


Deut. 5.27. Pſal. 110. 3. Iſa. 44. 5. Chap. 
59-21.Eph-4.7,8,9,10. 2Cor.s.5. 


Explication. 


That the Lord Chriſt hath conſtituted | 


ſuch a Church-ftate as that which we en- 
quire about, bath been proved already. Un- 
ro a Church ſo conſtituted, he hath alſo by 
his Word and Promiſe annexed all choſe 
Priviledges and Powers which we find a 
Church to be entruſted wichall; This he 
hath done by the ſtanding and unalterable 
Law of the Goſpel, which a” of 
| caclr 
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their ſpiritual Society and Incorporation. 
Neither are,nor can any Pcrſons be intereſt- 
ed in the Rights of a Church any; otherwiſe, 
but by vertue of this Law and Qonfſticution, 
This therefore is firſt co be laid down, Thar 
the ſole moral founcation of chat Church. 
ſiare which we enquire after, is laid in the 
Word, Law, and Appointmenr of Chriſt, 
He alone bath authority to erect ſuch a So. 
ciety, heis the Builder of this Houſe, as well 
as the Lord over ir, H+4.3.3,6. neither with- 
out it can all the Authority of Men in the 
World appoint ſuch a ftare, or ereRt a 
Church. And all acceptable actings of men 


| herein, are no other but acts of pure obedi- 


ence unto Chriſt, | 
Farthermore, We have declared that the 
Lord Chriſt by the diſpenſation of bis Word 
and Spirir, doth prepare and fic men to be 
SabjeRs of his Kingdom, Members of his 


| Church; the work of ſending forth the 


means of the converſion of the Souls of 
men, of eranſlating them from the power 
of darkneſs into ligbr, he bath caken upon 
himſelf, and doth effeRually accompliſh ir in 
every generation. And by this means be 
builds bis Charch, Mar. 18, 20. For unto 
all perſons ſo Called, he gives Command 


that they ſhall do and obſerve whatever be 
bach 
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bath appointed chem ro do, Afat.28.20, in|; 


particular chat they profeſs cheir ſubjecion 
ro him, and their obedience in joyning 
themſelves in thi: ſtare wherein chey may be 
enabled to obſerve all his other Laws and 
Inſticutions, with the whole Worſhip of 
God required therein. Being conver:ed 
unto God by his Word and Spirir, they are 
ro conſider how they may now obey the 
Lord Chriſt in all things. Amonglt his 
Commands, this of joyning themſelves in 
Charch Societies, wherein be hath promiled 
his preſence with them, Me.18.20. that is, 
ro dwell amongſt them by bis Word and 
Spirit, 1/4.59.21. 1s the very firſt. This by 
vertue of that Command and Promiſe of 
his, they are warranted and enabled to do, 
nor do they need any other warrant. The 
authority of Chriſt is ſufficient to bear men 
out in the diſcharge of their Duty to him. 
Being then made willing and ready in the 
day of his power, P/a/.1 10.3. they conſent, 
chooſe and agree, to walk together in the 
obſervation of ail his Commands. And 
bereby do they become a Church. For their 
becoming a Church,is an a of their willing 
obedience unto Chriſt. This obedience 1s 
anact of their Wills, guided by Rule; for 
this allo is neceſſary,thac they proceed here- 
in 


| 
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in according to the Rules of his Appoint- 
ment afterwards to be unfolded. And herein 
upon their obedience unto the Commands 
of Chriſt, and faith in his promiſes, do Be- 
lievers by ver:ue of bis Law and Conſtito- 
tion, become a Goſpel-Church,and are real+ 
ly and truly intereſted in all che Power, 
Rights, and Priviledges, that are granted 
unto any Church of Chrift. For 1n this 
obedience they do theſe two things which 
alone he requires in any perſons for 


' the obtaining of an intere{t in theſe Privis 


ledges. Firſt, They confeſs Him, his Perſon, 
bis Authority, his Law, his Grace. Second. 
ly, They take npon themſelves the sb/ſer- 
vaxce of all his Commands. 

Thus did God cake the Children of 1/racl 
into a Church-ſtate of old. He propoſed 
unto them the Church-obedience that he 
required of them, and rtbey voluntarily 
and freely- cook upon themſelves the per- 
formance of ir, Exod. 24. 3. And Moſes 
fame and told the People all the words of the 
Lord, and all the }nagementr, and all the 
People anſwered with one Voice, and ſaid, All 
the words which the Lord hath ſaid, will 
weds., SO Dewr. 5.7. and hereby they had 
their ſolemn admiſſion into their Church- 
fate, and relation unto God, And the like 

H courſe 
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courſe they took whenfever there was neg ( 
of renewing their engagements, Joſb.24.14] 1 
21,22. And the People ſaid, We will ſeri \ 
the Lord, for he is our God ;, and foſona ſal 
upto the People, Ys are Witneſſes againſt you| ' 
ſelves, that ye bave choſen the Lord to ſerv 
hin ; and they ſaid, We are Witneſſes. Thi 
was the Covenant that was between Gol| 
and that People, which was ſolemnly re 
newed fo often as the Church was eminent. 
ly reformed. Now alchough che ogtwarl 
ſolemnity and ceremonies of this Covenant 
were peculiar unto that People, yet as t0 
_ the ſabſtance and nature of it in a ſacre( 
conſent for the performance of all thoſe Uu- 
ties towards God and one another, which 
the nature and edification of a Church do 
require, it belongs to every Church, «| 
ſuch, even under the Goſpel. 

And this is the way whereby Believers, or 
the Diſciples of Chriſt, do enter into this 
ftate, the formal conſticutiog cauſe of any 
Church, This account doth the Apoſtle give 
of the Churches of the Macedonians, 2Cor.s. 
5. And thi they did,not as we hoped, but firſt 
gave their own ſelves to the Lord, and unto us 
by the will of God. Before the performance 
of other duties, and in order thereunto, 
they firſt gave thggnſclves to the Lord Jeſus 

| Chriſt, 


{ Chriſt, or took upon themſelves the obſer- 
| yance of his Commands and I:fticutions, 
| which is the intendment of chat expreſſion. 
1 Among theſe Commands, one was, That 
they/ſhould give up themſelves ro the Apo- 
| files DoQrine, Rule, and Governmenr, 
d inthe Order by Chriſt preſcribed, char is in 
Church-Order. This therefore they did 4y 
| the will of God, according to his will and ap- 
| pointmen?.. This deſcrip:ion doth the Apo- 
Rle give of the way whereby che Believers 
nan] of Macedonia were brought into Churches. 
s to} It was by their own obedience unto the will 
cred] of GoJ, conſenting, agreeing, and taking 
 Ua-| upon themſelves the obſervation of all the 
hich} Commands and Infticucions of Chriſt ,accor- 
1 do] ding to the direQtion and puidance of the 
- | Apoſtles. So did the Believers at Feruſa- 
lem, AR.2:41,42. Being conyerted by the 
,or| Word, and making profeſſion of that con- 
this | verſion in their Baptiſm,they gave up them- 
ny | ſelves to a ſtedfaſt continnacce in the obſer- 
ive] vation of all other Ordinances of the Go- 
8. | ſpel. 

rſt Beſides, the Church is an Houſe, a Tem- 
« | ple, the Hosſeof God, 1 Tim.3.15. the Hoaſe 
ce | of Chriſt, Heb. 3.6, the Temple of God, 
0, | Epheſ.2.21,22. Believers ſingly confidered 
us | *re Srones, living Stones, i Pere2.5. Now 
H 2 how 
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how-ſhall theſe /;iving Stones come to be an 
Houſe, a Temple? Can it be by occaſional 
occurrences, civil cohabitation in political 
precin&s, uſage or cvſtome of aſſembling 
for ſome parts of Worſhip in any place ?} 
Theſe things will never frame them into 2 
Houſe or Temple. This can be no other- 
wiſe done but by their own voluntary con- 
ſent and diſpoſition, Epheſ.2.19,20,21,22. 
le are fellow-CitizZens with the Saints, and 
of the Houſhuld of God, and are bxilt upon 
the fonndation of the Apoflles and Prophets, 
7eſrs Chriſt himſelf being the ehief corner- 
ftone, in whom all the building fitly framed 
rogether, groweth unto an holy Temple in the 
Lord, in whom you alſs are builded together 
for an habitation of God throngh the Spirit, 
Chap.4.16. From whom the whole Body fails 
Joyned together, and compatted by that which 
every joynt ſupplieth, according to the effeftual 
working in the mea(nreof every part, maketh 
increaſe of the Body unto the eaifying of ut 
ſelf in love. From theſe and ſundry other 
places, it is manifeſt that che way and means 
of Believers coalition into a Church-ſtare, 
is their own obedience of Faith, acting ic 


ſelf in a joynt voluntary conſent to walk co- 
getherin an holy obſeryation of the Com- 
mands of Chriſt,whence the being ang uni- 
on 
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on of a particular Church is given unto 


| any conyenient number of them , by bis 


Law and Conſtitution. 


Queſt.21. Seeing the Church u a Society or 
ſpiritual ineorporation of perſons under Rule, 
Government, or Diſcipline , declare who or 
what are the Rulers, Governonrs, or Officers 
therein, under Jeſu Chriſt ? 

Anſw. They habe been of two ſozts, 
(1, «x:rraordinary, appointed foz a ſea- 
ſon onlp, and (2.) ordinary to continue 
unto the end of the Wozld, 


Queſt. 22. Who are the extraordinary Offi- 
cers or Rulers, or Minifters of the Charch, 
appointed to ſerve the Lord Feſms Chriſt there- 
in for a ſeaſon only ? 

Anſw.(1) The Apoſtles of our L92d Jeſus 
Chziſt, with (2) the Evangeli{ts and Pro- 
phers indowed with ertraozdinary Giits 
of the holy Ghoſt, aſſoctated with them, 
and employed by them tn their W1ozk ant 


' Piniftrp. (1) Matth. 10. 2, 3, Act. 1.26. 


1Cor.12.28. Epheſ, 4. 11. (2) Luk. 10. 1. 
2Tim. 4.5. Tir.1.5. AQ.11. 27, 28, AR.21. 
9,10.11, 2 Cor.1.1. 
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Explication. 


Thar the Church is a ſpiritual Corporation, 
a:tended with Rule and Government, is eyi- 
dent from the nature of the thing ir ſelf,and 
reſiimonies of Scripture, Only as the King- 
dom of Chriſt is not of this World , «cr 
worldly, ſo this Rule and Government of 
the Church, is not meerly external and ſe: 
cular, but ſpiritual. Neither doth this Ruk 
at all belong unto it, merely as waterial) 
' Conſidered, in men yielding obedience anto 
rhe call which is the Foundation of the 
Church, nor abſol#tely as it is formally con- 


ſituted a Church by the conſent and agree- | 


ment deſcribed, but moreover it is required 
that it be organically compleat with Officers 


or Rulers. Now to the conſtitation of ſuch. 


a Society or Corporation, there is required, 
Firſt, That the Perſons whereof it is con- 
fiituted do conſent together into ix for the 
attaining of the ends which they deſign. 
Without this no Society of any kind can 
exiſt, This is tbe form of mens coaleſcen- 
cic into Societies, And that there is in the 
Church ſuch a conſent and apreement hath 
been ſhewed. 
Secondly, That there be Rules or Laws 
| for 
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for the gu:darce and direction of all! rhe 
Members, of the Society, in order to cheir 
purſuit of the proper ends of it. That fuch 
Rules or Laws are given and preſcribed by 
the Lord Chriſt onto the Church, will after- 
wards appear in onr conſideration of them 
in particular; fo that the Charch is a Socie- 
ty of men walking according unto Reule or 
Law, for the attaining of the ends of the 
Society. 

Thirdly, That there be Autbority inſticuted 
for to ſee to the dne obſervation of theſe 


Rules and Laws of the Society, which con- 


fiſts in thisz (1.) That ſome be appointed 
to Kale and Govern in the Church. (2.) 
Others to Obey,and be Ruled or Governed , 


' both according to the Laws of the Society, 
| and not otherwiſe, And both theſe are 


eminently fonnd in this Church ſtate , as 
we ſhall ſee in the enſuing Qnetiions, with _ 
their Anſwers and Explications. 

Now that theſe Officers or Rulers ſhouid 
be of two ſorts, both the natare of the tbivg 
it ſelf required, and ſo bath our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt appointed. For when the Church 
was firſt to be called, gathered, and erected, 
it was neceſſary that ſome Perſons ſhould be 
extraordinarily employed in that work , for 
ordinary Officers, antecedent unto the Cal- 
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ling ang ereRion of the Church, there could 
be none. And therefore theſe perſons 
were in an exirdordinery manner endowed 
with all chart Power which afterwards was 


to reſide in the Churches themſelves, and} 


moreover with that which was peculiarly 
needful unto the diſcharge and perfor mince 
, of that ſpecial duty and work that they 
were appointed unto. Bar when Churches 
were called, gathered, ereted, and ſetled 
for continuarce, there was need of Officers 
ſuited to'their ſtate and condition, called-in 
an ordinary way ; that is, in & way appoin- 
red for continuance unto the end of the 


World ; and to be employed in the orasnary | 


work of the Church, that is the daties of it, 
which were conſtantly incumbent on it by 


virtue of the Command and Apfointment 
of Chriſt. 


Queſt.23. Who are the ordinary Officers 
or Miniſters of Chriſt in the Church to be al- 
ways continued therein? 

Anſw. Thoſe whom the Scripture calls 
Paſtozs and Teachers, Biſhops, Elders, 
and Guides, AR.14.23. A&.20.17 18. 1Cor. 
12.28. Epheſ.4.11. Phil. 1.1. 1 Tim. 3.1,2. 
chap. 5.17. Tit,x.5,7. Heb.13.7,17.1Per.5.1. 


Erxplication. 


— 
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;n the Worſhip of God, &C. 
Explication. 


Several names, are on ſeveral 2ccounts, 


' partly defigniog their authority, partly 


their duty, and partly the manner of 
their diſcharge thereof, sfſigned in the 
Scripture, to the ordinary Miniſters of the 
Chorches. Sometimes they are called Paſtors 
and Teachers, Ephel. 4.11, 1 Cor. 12.28. 
Sometimes Biſhops or Overſeers, Phil, 1. I. 
AR, 20, 28. Tit. 1.5. Sometimes Elders, 
I Pet.5.1. 1 Tim.g.17, AQ.14.23. AQ.20. 
17. Sometimes Gz:iaes, Heb.13.7,17. By all 


| which names, and ſundry others whereby 


they are expreſſed, the ſame ſort, order, 
and degree of Perſons is interded, Nor 1s 
any one of theſe Names z2pplied or accom- 
modared unto any, but all the reſt are 
alſo in like manner , ſo that he who is a 
Paſtor or a Teacher, is alſo 2 Biſhop , or 
Overſeer, a Preſbyter or Elder, a Guiae or 
Ruler, a Miniſter, a ſervant of the Church 
for the Lords jake. And of all other names 
affigned to the Miniſters of the Church, 
that of Biſbop can leaſt of all he choughr 
to have deſigned any ſpecial Order or 
Degree of preheminence amorgſt them, 
For whereas it is but four times, or in 
tour 
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four places uſed in the New-Teſtament, as 
denoting any Officers of the Church, in each 
of them it is manifeſt, that thoſe expreſſed 
by the other names of Elders and Miniſters 
are intended. Yo AQd4.20.28. the Biſlops are 


the Elders of theparticular Church of Ephe- | 


ſus, verl.17. Phil.1.1. there were many Bi- 
frops in that one particular Chureb, who had 
only Deacons joyned with them ; thart is, 
they were the Elders of it, T5t.1.8. the Bi- 
ſrops were the Elders to be ordained,wer/.5+ 
which perſons are alſo diretly intended, 
171m.3.2.s isevident from the coincidence 
of the direRions given by the Apoſtle about 
ebew, and the immediate ad foyning of Dea- 
coxs unto them, werſ.8. So thar no name 
conid be fixed on with leſs probability to aſ- 
ſert from it a ſpecial ſupream order or de- 


gree of men in Miniſtry, than- this of Bi- | 


| ſhops. Neither is there any mention io any 
place of Scripture of any ſuch preheminence 
of one ſort of theſe Church-Officers or Mi- 
nifters over another , not in particular in 
thoſe places where the Officers of the 
Church are in an eſpecial manner enumera- 
red, as 1 Cor.12-28, Epb.4. 11. Row.12.5,G, 
7,8. Noris there any mention of any Ipe- 
cial Office chat ſhould be peculiar unto ſuch 
Officers, or of any gifts or ——_ 
char 
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that ſhould be required in them, or of any 
ſpecial way of calling or ſerting aparc to 
their Office, nor of any kind of Church 
that they ſhould relate unto, different from 
the Chnrches that other Eiders or Paſtors 


do miniſter in ; nor of any ſpecial Rule or 
DireRion for cheir Trial; nor any Com. 


mand for Obedience unro them, but what 
are common to all Miniſters of the Churches 
of Chriſt, duly diſcharging their truſt, and 
performing their duty , no intimarion is 
given unto either Elders or Miniſters ta 
obey them, or direftions bow to reſpet- 
them, nor unto them bow to behave themes 
ſelves towards them bat ail theſe things are 
ſpoken and . deliver'd promiſcuouſly and 
equally, concerning ail Miniſters of che 
Goſpel. Ir is evident ehen, thar theſe ap- 
pellations do not belong unto one fort of 
Miniſters, not one more than another; and 
for what is pleaded by fome from the Exam- 
ple of 7:mothy and Titx, it is ſaid, Thar 
when any perſons can prove themſelves to 
be Evangelifts, 1Tim,4.5. to be called unro 
their Office upon aniecedent prophecy, 1 Tim. 
1.18, and to be ſent by the Apoſtles, and in 
an eſpecial inanner to be direted by them in 
ſome employment for a ſeaſon, which they 
are n07 ordinarily to attend upto, Tit-1:5- 
Chap. 
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Chep.3.12, It will be granted that they haye 
another duty and ofhce committed unty 


them, than choſe who are only Biſhops ot} 


E'ders in the Scripture, 


. Q ieſt.24. What are the princival difference 
vet ween theſe two ſorts of Of ficers or Kaulers in 
the Church, extraordinary and ordinary ? 

Anſw./1)Tbe fozmer were called to their 
Difice immediarely by Jeſus Chzift tn his 
own Perſon, oz Revelation made by the 

Poly Ghoft in his Name to that purpoſe, 

the latter by the ſuffrage, choice, and ap- 

pointment of the Church tt ſelf. (2.) The 
fozmer both in thetr Difice and Wozk, 
were independent on, and antecedent unto 
all oz any Churches, whoſe calling and ga*« 
thering depended on their Dffice, as its 
conſequent and effect the latter, in both 
conſequent unto the calling, gathering, 
and conſtituting of the Churches them 
ſelves, as an effect thereof, in their ten- 
dencp unto compleatneſs and perfection. 

(3-) The authozity of the fozmer being 
communicated unto them tmmediately by 
Jeſus Chziſt, without any tnterbenient 
actings of any Church, ertended tt ſelf 
equally unto alli Charches whateber : that 
of the latter being deribed unto them irom 
Chatff 


2, am Jo on» gag wn wy. eo AY. 
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Chziſt by the election and veſignation of 
the Church, 1s 1n the exerciſe of it confi-. 
nedunto that Church wherein and where- 


' by it is ſo deribed unto them, (4.,) They 


differ alſo inthe Gifts which were ſuited 
unto their ſeberal diſttnct UWozks and 
Employments. (1.) Mar.10.7. Luk.10.1. 
Gal.1.1. As 1.26, AR.6.3.AQ4.14.23. (2) 
Job. 20. 21, 22, 23. Gal. 1. 1. Ephef.2.20: 
Rev.21.14. As 14.23. Tit.1+5,7. (3)Mar. 
28. 18, I'9, 20 3 Cor.1 £. $3; AR, 20s 28, 


| 1Pere1+-2+ Co1l.4.17. (4) 1 Cor, 12; 28,29, 


30, The anſwer hereunto is ſuch as needs no 
furcher Explication, 

Qneſt.25. What u# required unto the due 
conſtitution of an Elder, Paſtor, or Teacher of 
the Charch ? | 

Anſw. (1) Thar he be furniſþed with ' 
the Gifts of the Yolp Spirir, foz the Edi- 
fication of the Church, and the Evange- 
lical diſcharge of the wozk of the Piniftrp, 


| (2.) That be be unblameable, bolp, and 


exemplary in bis Converſation, (3.) 
Thar he have a willing mind to give up 
himſelf unto the Lozd in the Wozk of 
the Piniftry. (4) That he be called and 
choſen by the ſuffrage and conſent of the 


| Church, (5.) That be be ſolemnly ſet apart 
by Faſting and Pzayer, and 7mpoſition of 


bands 


| 
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hands unto his Wo2k and Viniſtry, (1) 
Ephe1.4.3,11,12,13-(2) Tic.1,7,8,9. 2Tim, 
3-2,3,4,5.0,7. (3) P Per.5.2,3-(4) AQ.14, 
23. (5) AQ.13.2. iTim.5,22. 1 Tim.4.14, 


Explication. 


Five things are here ſaid co be required 
unto the due and ſolemn conſtitution of a 
Miniſter, Guide, Elder, Paſtor, or Teacher 
of the Church ; which as they do not all 
cquilly belong unto the eſſence of the Call, 
{o they are all indiſpenſably neceſſary unto 
him that wonld be accounted to have taken 
that Oficenpon him according to the mind 
_ of Chriſt, and theyare plainly expreſſed in 
the Scripture, 

The firſt is, That they be furniſhed wich 
the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, for the diſcharge 
of the Miniſtry, The communication of the 
£ifes of rhe holy Ghoſt, is the fonndation of 
the Miniſtry, as tbe Apoſtle declares, Ephe/. | 
. 4-7,5,11,12,13. Bat unto every one of us ut 
Fives grace, according to the meaſure of the 
gift of Chriſt ; wherefore he ſaith, When he 
. aſcendrd up on high, he led captivity captive, 
and gave gifts unto Men, and he gave ſome 
Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evan- | 
geliſtr,and ſome Paſtors, and Teachers, for the | 


perfeFiing 
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prrfefling of the Saints, for the work of the 
M;niftry,for the edifying of the Body of Chriſt, 
rl we all come in the unity of the Faith, and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a per- 
feft wan. And if this were not continued, 
if the Lord Chriſt did nor cantinue to give 
gifts unto men for that end, the Miniſtry 
muſt and would ceaſe in the Church, and 
all Church - Order and Adminiftratiors 
thereon. The exerciſe alſo of theſe gifts, is 
required in all them that are called onto a+ 
cred Office, 1 Tim.4.14. Negleft not the Gife 
that z« in thee. HQence perſons deftiture of 
theſe gifts of the Spirit, as they cannot in a 
due manner diſcharge any one duty of the 
Miniſtry,ſo wanting an intereſt in that which 
is the foundation of the Ofhce,sre not eſtee- 
med of God, as Miniſters at all, whacever 
their outward csl| may be, Hof.4.6. Becauſe 
thou haſt rejtfen _— I will alſo rejett 
thee, that thou ſhalt be no Prieſt ro Mr, 

Secondly, Their nnblameableneſs and ho- 
lineſs of converſation, is previouſly requi- 
red in them that are to be ſec apart uhto che 
Miniftry. This the Apoſtle exprefſly declares, 
and lays down many particular inltances 
whereby ir 1s ro be tryed, Tit.1.7,8,9. For 4 
Biſhop muſt be blamileſs, as the Steward of 
God, not {elf- velled, not ſoon angry, not grven 
ro 


112 A brief Inſiraltion 
toWine, no ſtriker, not given to filthy lucye, 
but a lover of hoſpitality, a lover of good men, 
ſober, juſt, holy, temperate, holding faſt the 
faithful wird, as he bath been taught, that ke 


may be able by ſound doftrine berk to exhbort]. 


and convince the gainſajers, 1Tim.3.2,3,455, 
6,7. A Biſhop muſt be blameleſs, the Hmuband 
of one Wife, wigilant , ſober , of good biha- 
viour, given to hoſpitality, apt ro teach, not 
given to Wine, no ſtriker, not greedy of filth) 


lucre, but patient, not abrawler, not cove- 


tons, one that raleth well his own Houſe, ha- 


ving bus Chilaren in ſubjection with all gravi- 


77: for if a man know not how to rule ha own | 


houſe, how ſhall he take care of the Church of 
God ? Not a Novice, leſt being lifted wp with 
Pride, he fall into the condemnation of the De- 
wil , mereover he muſt have a good report of 
them which are withont, leſt he fall into re- 
proach, and the ſnavye of the Devil. Nor that 
che particulars here mentioned by the Apo- 
{tle are only to be conſidered in the conver- 
ſation of. the Perſon to be called to the Mi- 
niftry» bac thac in an univerſal holy Conver- 
ſation theſe things he requires that he 
ſhould be eminent in amongſt Believers, as 


choſe which have an eſpecial reſpeR to his | 


Work and Othce. And a failure in anyof 
chem, is a jult cagſe or reaſon to debar any 
perſon 
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perſon from obtaining a part and lot in this 
matter. For whereas the eſpecial end of 
the Miniſtry is to promote and farther Faith 
and Holineſs in the Church, by the edifica- 
tion of it, how unreaſonable a thing would 
it be, if men ſhould be admitted unto the 
work of ir, who in their own Perſons were 
ſtrangers both unto Faith and Holineſs. 
And herein are the Elders of the Churches 
ſeriouſly ro exerciſe themſelves unto God, 
that they may be an «<xample unto the 
Flock, in an uniyerſal labouring after con- 
formity in their lives unto the greac Bifhop 
and Paſtor of the Church, our Lord Jelus 


Chriſt. 


Thirdly, Ir is required that ſach a perſon 
have a wi/ing mind tO give up himſelt unto 
God in this work, 1 Per.3.2,3. The Elders 
which are among yon, 1 exhort, feed the flock. 
of God which is among you , baking the over- 
fpght thereof, not by conſtraint, but willingly, 
not for filthy Imcre, but of a ready mind , nei- 
ther as being Loras over Gods heritage, but be- 
ing Enſawples to the Flock, Willingneſs and 
readineſs of mind, are the things here re- 


Uuired asa previous qualification unto any 
| mans ſuſception of this Ofice , and two 


thiogs deth the Apoſtle declare to be con- 
trary hereunto. 
Firſt, 
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Firſt, The nndertaking of it by conflrany, 
which compriſerh every antecedent external 
impreſſion upon the mind of the underta- 


ker ; ſuch' are perſonal outward ' necefſj.| 


ties, compulſions of Friends end Relations, 


want of other ways of ſubſiſtence in theſw 


World, all which, and the like, are con- 


demned by the Apoſtle, as bringing of og 
conſtraint on the mind, which on other ac-] 


counts ought to be free and willing, as al- 
ſo all rergiverſation and backwardneſs in 
perſons duly qualified and called, on the 
conſideration of difficulties , temptations, 


ſtreights, perſecutions, is here condemned, | 


Secondly, An eye and regard unto filthy 
lacre or profit in the World, is profoled as 
oppoſite unto the readineſs of mind which is 
required in them that are called to this 


work, An eim in this employment for | 


men by ir to advantage themſelves in the 
outward things of this World , without 
which, ir is evident that the whole Work 


and Office would l:e negleQed by the moſt | 


of them, who ncw would be accounted par- 
takers of ir, is openly here condemned by 
the Apoſtle, 


Fourthly, ElJ:&50» by the ſuffrage and | 


conſent of rhe Church is required unto the 
Calling of a Paſtor or Teacher, ſo that with- 
out 


0! 


T -© mnthe Worſhip of God, &Cc. 
591, out it formally, 'or virtually given or ob- - 
na{jtained, the Call however otherwiſe carried 
rta-|0n'or ſolemnized, is irregular and defeRive; 


fl 


2s, 
the 


On- 


Me 


ſt | 


> 
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There are but two places in the New Teſta 
ment where there is mention of che manxer 
whereby any are called in an ordinary way 
pnco any Miniſtry in the Chucch, 2nd in 
both of them there is mention of their c/e- 


« [fon by the community of the Church , and 
.jin both of them the Apoſtles themſelves 


frefided with a fulneſs of Church-power, 
and yer would not deprive the Churches of 
that which was their liberty and priviledge. 


[The farſt of theſe is A#F.6. where all the 


Apoſtles rapether, to give a Rule unto the 
future proceeding of all Churches in the 
conſtitution of Officers amongſt them, do 
appoint the maltitude of the Diſciples; or 
community of the Church, ro look out trom 
3smorp themſelves, or to choole the perſons 
that were to be ſer apart thereon unto their 
Office, which they did accordingly, verſ.2.3, 
and 5. Then the twilve called the multitude 
of the Diſciples unto them, and ſaid, It i not 
reaſon that we ſhould leave the Word of God, 
and ſerve Tables, wherefore Brethren, look 
Je out among you ſeven wen of beneſt report, 
full of the Holy Ghoſt, ana Wiſdom, and the 
ſaying pleaſed the whole multitude, and they 

L 2 choſe 
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choſe Stephen, 8c. This was done when only 
Deacons were to be ordained, in whom thy 
intereſt and concernment of the Church j 
not to be compared with that which it hath 


ſame is mentioned apain, 4.14.23. where 
Paul and Barnabas are ſaid to ordain Elder; 
in the Churches by their election and (uff 
rage. 
of no other ſenſe, however it be ambigy- 
ouſly expreſſed in our tranſlation. Neither 
can any inſtance be given of che uſe ofchat 
word, applicd unto the communication of 
any Office or Power to any perſon or per- 
ſons in an aſſ-mbly wherein ir denorteth any 
other a&'on but the ſuffrape of the multi- 
rude ; and his it doth conſtantly in all Wri 
ters in the Greek, Tongue, And hence it was 
that chis right and priviledge of the Church, 
in chooſing of thoſe who are to be ſet over 
them in the work of the Lord, was a long 
time preſerved inviolate in the primitive 
Churches, as the Antients do abnndantly 
teſtifie. Yeathe ſhew and appearance of it 
could neyer be utterly thruſt out of the 
World. but is ſtill retained in thoſe Churches 
which yet reje& che thing ir ſelf. And this in- 
ſticgtion of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt by bis A- 


poſiles, is ſaited to the nature of the _— 
an 


in its Paſtors, Teachers , and Elders. The] 


For the word there uſed, will admi:| 
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and of the authority that he hath appointed 
coabide therein. For as we have ſhewed be- 
fore, perſons become a Church by their own 
yoluntary conſenr, Chriſt makes his ſubjeRs 
willing, not flayes: His rule over them 1s by 


"| his grace in their own wills; and he will have 


them every way free in their obedience. A 


 Cburch-ſtare is an eſtate of abſolute liberty 


under Chriſt, nor for men to do what they 
will, buc for men to do their duty freely, 
without compulfion. Now nothing is more 
contrary to this liberty, than to have their 
Guides, Rulers, and Overſeers, impoſed on 
them without their conſent. Beſides,the bo. 
dy of the Church is obliged to diſcharge its _ 
dacy.cowards Chriſt, in every inſtitution of _ 
his, which herein they cannor, if they have 
not their free conſent in the choice of their 
Paſtors or Elders, but are conſidered as ware 


| ?er/ons or bruit creatures. Neither is there 


any other ordinary way of communicating. 
authority unto any in the Charch, bur by 
the voluntary ſabmiſſion and ſabjecion of 
the Charch ir ſelf nnco them. For as all other 
imaginable ways may fail, and bave done ſo, 
where they have been truſted unto, ſo they 
are irrational, and nnſcriptural, as to their 
being a means ofthe delegation of any power 


whateyer. | 
I 3 _ Filthly, 
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Fifthly, Unto this eleRion ſucceeds the | 


ſolemn ſerting «part of them that are cho- 
ſen by the Church unto this Work and Mi- 


niſtry by fsſ{ting, prayer, and impoſition of | 


the bands of tbe Presbyterie, before conſti- 


tuted in the Church wherein any perſon is | 


ſo to be ſet apart. 


Queſt.2 6, May a perſon be called to, or be 
employed in a part only of the Of fice or Work of 


the Miniſtry, or may he bold the relation | 


andexerciſe the cuty of an Elder or Miniſter 
unto. more Churches than one at the ſame 
time? - 

Anſw. Netther of theſe have either war- 
nt oz pzeſident in the Scripture ; no? ts 


rity of the Miniſtry, noz tbe latter with 


the dytp thereof, noz either of them with | 
thenature of that relation which 1s be-. 
£__ tween the Eldersand the Church, AR. 14. 


23. IPer.5.2. AQ.20.28. 
 Explication, 


Thereare two parts of this Queſtion and 
Anſwer, to be ſpoken unto ſeverally,- The 
farſt is concerning a perſon to: be: called or 
employed in any Church, in a part:anly - 

Ne | ene 


— 


be firſt of them conſiſtent with the autho- | 


hi. 
—— 
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the Office or Work of the Miniſtry. As ſup. 
poſe a Man ſhould be celled or choſen by 
the Church to adminiſter the Sicraments, 


| but not toattend to the Work of Preaching, 


or unto the Rule or Guidance of the 


| Church, or in like manner unto any other 


part or parcel of che work of the Miniſtry, 
with an exemption of other duties from hy 


charge or care, If this be done by conſent 


and agreement, for any time or ſeaſon, it is 


- unwarrantable and diforderi'y; (what may 


be done occaſionally upon an emergency, or 
in caſe of weakneſs or diſability befalling 
any Eldey as to the diſcharge of avy part of 
bis duty, 1s not here enquired after.) For, 
Firſt, If the Perſon ſo called or employed 
have received gifts ficting him for the whole 


work of the Miniſtry, the excerciſe of them 


isnot to be reſtrained by any conſent or 


- agreement; ſecing they are given for the 
| edification of the Church to be eraded with- 


all, 1 Cor.12.7. The Manifeftation of the 
Spirit « given to every mas to profit withal 
and this,he which hath received ſuch Gifts, 

is bound to attend unto, and purſue. 
Secondly, If he have not received ſuch 
Gifts as compleatly to enable him unto the 
diſcharge of the whole Work of the Mini- 
ſry in the Church wherein he is to admini- 
I 4 ſer, 
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ſter, it is not lawful for the Church to call 
hjm unto that work wherein the Lord Chriſt 
hath not gone before them in qualifying him 
for ir. Yea, to do ſo, would be molt irre- 
gular, for the whole power of the Church 
conſiſts in its attendance unto the Rule given 
unto it: And therefore the Office and 
Work of the Miniſtry being conſticated by 
the Law of Chriſt, it is not in the power of 
rhe Chnrch to enlarge or ſtreighten the 
power or duty of any one that is called un- 
co the Office thereof. Neither can or onght 
any perſon that is called unto the work of 
the Miniſtry to give his conſent to the re- 
ftrainc of the exerciſe of that gife chat be 
hath received in a dae and orderly manner, 
nor to the abridgement .of the authority 
which the Lord Chriſt hach committed 
unto the Mniſters of the Goſpe). 

As it is incumbent upon them ro tske care 
eo preſerye their whole authoricy, and to 
d:\charge their whole duty , ſo arbftrary 
conſtitutions of this nature, are irregular, 
and would bring in confuſion 1nto Churches. 

The ſecond part of the ©arſtion is, con- 
cernirg the Relation of the 1ame perſon to 
more Churches than one at the ſame 


gime, and h's undertaking to diſcharge the | 


duty of Eis relation ungo them, as an Elder 
£ or 


4 \ II Te 
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or Miniſter. And this alſo is irregular and 
nnwarrantable. Nowa man may hold the 
relation of an Elder, Paftor, or Miniſter 
pnto more Churehes than one, two ways 3 
Firſt, formally and directly, by an equal 
formal intereſt in them, andertaking the 
Paſtoral Charge equally and alike of ihem, 
being called alike co them, and accepting 
of ſuch a Relation, (2) Virtually ; when 
by vertue of his Relation unto one Church, 
he puts forth his power or authority in Mi- 
niſterial 8Rs, in or towards another. The 
firſt way is unlawful, and deſtructive both 
of rhe Office and Daty of a Paſtor. For 
as Elders ere ordained in , and unto the 
Churches reſpeRivyely that they are to take 
care of, A. 14.23. Tit, 1.5, And their 
Office-power conſifts in a Relation unto the 
Charch char they are ſct over, ſo they 
are commanded to attend unto rhe fer- 
vice of the Churches wherein, and wherenn- 
ro, they are ſo ordained, 4.20.28. 1 Pet.1. 
2, and that with all ciligence,care, & watch= 
fulneſs, as thoſe thae muſt give an account, 
Heb,13:17. which no man is able ro do, 
rowards more Churches than one, the ſame 
duties being ar all rimes ro be performed 


| towards all. And becauſe the whole an- 


thority of che Elders, Paſtors, or Biſhops of 
my Churches 
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- Churches, is miniſterial, -T Cor.4.1.. conſiſt- 


ingin a power of ating upon the Command | 


of Chriſt, they are bound in their own per- 
jons to the diſcharge of their duty and Of- 
fice, without the leaſt prerence of authority 
tO delegate another, or others, to aR their 
parc, or co do their duty, which would be an 
effeft of axtocratorical Authority, and nor 
of Obedience or Miniſtry. The latter way 
alſo of relation unto many Churches 1s un- 
warrantable : For (1) Ic hath no warrant 
inthe Scripture; no Law nor Conſtitution of 
Chriſt or his Apoſtles, can he produced to 
S1ve it countenance , bur Elders were or- 
dained to their own Churches, and com- 
mandedto attend unto them. (2) No Rl: 
1s given unto any Elders, how they ſhould 
behave chemſelyes in reference unto more 
Churches than one, in the exerciſe of their 
miniſterial power, as there are Rules given 
unto every one for the diſcharge of that du- 
ry in the Church whereunto he is related. 
(3) There is no Example to give it counte- 
nance recorded in the Scripture. (4) The 
authority to be pur forth, hath no founda- 
tion. (1) Not inthe Gifes they. have recei- 
ved; for the miniſterial power is not an ab- 
ſolace abiliry or faculty of doing what a man 
is able, but a right, whereby a man hath 
power 
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| power to do tbat rightly and /awf#[y, which 
| before he could not do. This, Gifts will nor 
give toany , for if they did, they would do 
ittoalltbat have received them. (2) Not 
in their E/e&ion, for they are choſen in and 
by that Church whereunto they ſtznd in 
eſpecial relation, whoſe choice cannot give 
miniſteris] power over any but themſelves. 
(3) Not in their ſerrimg apare by Faſting, 
Prayer, and Impoſicion of Hands, for this 
1s only anto that Office, Work and Power, 
' whereunto they are choſen. They are not 
choſen for one end, and ſet apart for ano- 
ther. (4) Not from the Communion of 
Churches, for that gives no new power, but 
only a due exerciſe of that which was before 
received. 


Queſt.27. What are the principal daties 

of the Paſtors or Teachers of the Church ? 
Anſ.:1)To be examples unto the Flock 
inFaith, Love, Knowledge, M&kneſs, 
Patience, with readineſs to ſuffer foz the 
Name and Goſpel of Cheiſt, with Coy- 
ltancy therein. (2) To watch foz2 the 
Souls, and take care of all the ſpiritual 
concernments of the whole Flock commit- 
ted to them. (3) To prezch the Wozd 
diligently , dividing it aright. (4) To 
| preſerve 
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preſerve and centend foz the Truth. (5) 
To adminiiter all the Dzdtnances of the 
Goſpel duly and ozderlp. (6) To ſtir up 
and exerciſe the Gifts thep habe received 
in the diſcharge of their whole Uozk and 
Adminiſtration of all D2dinances. (7)To 
ioftrucR, admontth, cheriſh, and comfort all 
the Bembers of the Church, as thetr Con- 
dittons, Dccaſtons, and Neceſities do re- 
quize. ($) To attend With diligence, 
Skifl, and wiſdom, unto the diſcharge of 
that authority which in the rule of the 
Church ts committed unto them. (1) 
1 Tim.3.10,11,13. Chap.4.12. 2 Tim. 2. 3. 
Col.1.24. Phil.2.17.Chap.3.17. (2) Heb.13. 
17. AQ.20.28, (3) 2Tim.2.15. 2Tim. 4.2, 
Rom.12.6,7,8. (4) 1Tim.6.20. Ac. 20.28. 
Jade 3. (5; 1Cor.q.1,2. 1 Tim. 3.15. (6) 
1Tim.4.14,15,16, (7) AR.20.18,19,20,25, 
26. 1Thel.3.5. 2T1m.2. 24,25. (8) Rom.12. 
S. 1 Tim.5.17. 

The anſwer is full and plgin. 


Que!lt.28. Whereas principelly doth the au” 
thority of the Elders of the Chntrch confoſt * 

Anſw, (1 ) Jn that the Rule of the 
Church,and the guidance thereof'in things 
appertaining unto the Wozſbtp of God, 
1s committed unto them. And therefoze, 
(2) What- 


i the Worſhip of God,8c. 125 

(2) Whateber thep do as Elders in the 
Church, accozding unto Rule, they do it 
not tn the name oz authoztty of the Church 
by which their power 1s deribod unto 
them, noz2 as Members onlp of the Church 
by their own conſent or covenant, but in 
the Name and Autbhozitp of Jeſus Chziſt, 
from whom by vertue of his Law and D2- 
dinance, their Winiſtertal Dffice and 
Power 1s recetbed; ſo that (3) In the 
exerciſe of any act of Church-Power, by 
and with the conſent of the Church, there 
is an obligation thence pzoceeding, which 
ariſeth immedtiatly from that authozity 
which thep have received of Jeſus Chaiſt, 
which ts the ſpzing of all rule and autho- 
ritp in the Church. (1) AR.20.28. Heb.13. 
7,17, iPer.5.2. 1Cor.12.28, (2) iTim-3.5. 
Col.4.17. 2 Cor.10.4,8. (3) 1 Tim. 4. 41. 
Tir.2.15, 1Pet.1.2,3,445- 


Explication. 


The anſwer unto this Qneſtion explains 
'the Power or Authority ot the Elders of 
the Church, from whom they do receive it, 
and how it is exereiſed by them; the riphe 


Rating whereof is of great importance 
in 
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in the whole Diſcipline of the Church, and 
muſt therefore here be farther explamed: 
to this end we may conſider, 

Feſt, That all Church-power'is original- 


ty veſted in Jeſus Chriſt the ſole Head and | 


Monarch thereof. God the Father hath com. 
mitced it vnto him, and intruſted him with 
It for the accompliſhment of his work of 
mediation, Mat.28.18. 
Secondly, That he doih communicate of 
this authority by way of truſt, to be exerci- 
fed by them in his Name, unto perſons by 
Him appointed, ſo much as is needful for the 
ordering and diſpoſing of all things in bis 
Churches, unto the bleſſed ends for which 
he hath inſtituted and appointed chem. For 
no man can have any power in his Church 
for any end whatſoever, but by delegation 
from him. What & not received from bim, 
!s meer uſurpxtion. And whoever takes 
upon himſelf the exerciſe of any Rule, or 
Authoricy, or Power in the Church, not 
granted unto them by him, or nor rightly 
derived from him, is an Oppreſlor, a Thief, 
art! a Robber. This neceſſarily follows up- 
on the abſolute inveſtiture of a}l power in 
him alone, 1 Cor.12.28. Epheſ.4.11,12. 
Thirdly, The means whereby the Lord 


Chriſt communicgtes this power unto men, 
Is 


8 
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he hath granted, ordained and appointed, 


| 'that ſuc hd ſuch powers ſhall be exerciſed 


in bis Church, and thar by ſach and ſuch 


| perſons, to be derived unto them in ſuch 


a way and manner ; ſo that the Word of the 
Goſpel, or the Laws and Conſtitutions of 


| the Lord Chriſt therein, are the firſt reci- 
| pient ſeat and ſubjeRt -9raly of all Church- 


power whatever, Marth.16.19. Martth.18. 
18,19,20, 
Fourtbly, The way and means whereby 


any perſons come to a pareicipation of -this .- 


power regularly, according to the mind of 
Chriſt, is by the obedience unto, and due 
obſervation of his Laws and Commands, in 
them unto whom they are preſcribed. As 
when an Office, with the power of it, is con- 
ſtiruted and limited by the Law of the Land, 
there is no more required to inveſt any man 
in that Office, or to give bm that power, 
than the due obſervance of the means and 
way preſcribed in the Law to that end. 
The way then, whereby the Elarrs of the 
Church do come to participate of the power 
and authority which Chriſt hath appointed 


to be exerciſed in bis Church, is by their , 
and the Churches due obſervance of the 


Rules and Laws given by him for their ele. 
tion 
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is by his Law and Conſtitution, whereby 
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Rion, ard ſetting apart, unto that Office, 
Heb.4.z. AR. 14.24. ErT 2s 
Fifthly, On this account they;xeceive their 
power from Chriſt himſelf alone, and that 
immediately , for the means uſed for their 
Patticiparion of ir, are not recipient of the 
power it ſelf formally, nor. do autborits- 
tively collate or confer it, only the Laws of 
Chriſtareexrcuted in a way of obedience, 
So that though they are choſen and ſet apart 
ro their Office by the Charch, yer they arc 


. made Overſeers by the Holy Ghoſt, Ad. 20. 


28, Though they bave their power by the 
Church, yer they have it not from the 
Church , nor was that power whereof they 
are made partakers (as was ſaid) formaly 
reſident in the body of the Church, before 


their participation ofit 3 but real/yin Chriſt 


himſelfslone, and morally in bis Word or 
Law. And thence is the Rule and Guidance 
of the Church committed unto them by 
Chriſt ,: Heb. 13.7, 17. 1 Pe, 5. 2. 1 Tim. 


x i 
Sixchly, This authority anJ power thus 
received from Chriſt, is thac which they ex- 
er and pur forth in all their miniſterial ad- 


- Miniſtrations, in all which they do as Mini- 


ſters in the Houſe of God, either in his 
Worſhip, or in the Rule of the _ ' 
| elf, 
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which be hath in his Law appointed to be 


exerciſed in bis Charch , and from char 


mchority is due order piven unto the ad- 
miniſtration of all the Ordinances of Wor- 
ſhip z and an obligation unto obedience to 
a&s of rule doth thence alſo enſue ; ſo that 
they which deſpiſe ehem, deſpiſe the autho- 


, [rity of Chriſt. 
Seventhly, when as Elders they do, of - 


declare any thing in che name of the 
Church, they do not, as /=cb, pur forth any 
authority committed unto them from and 
by the Chureb, bur only declare the conſent 
and determination of the Church in the ex- 
erciſe of their own liberty and priviledge; 
but che authority which they aR by, and 
which they pur forth, is that which is com» 
mitted to chemſelves & ſach by Jeſus Chrift. 

Eighchly, this authority is compriſed in 
the Law and conſtitution of Chriſt whieh 
themſelves exert only minifterially;, and 
therefore whenever they aRt any thing 4a- 
theritatively, which they are not enabled 


for, or warranted in by the Word of the. 


Goſpel, or do any thing withour, or con- 
rriry unto rule, all fach aRings as to any 


ſpiritual effeR of the Goſpe), or obligation, 
0n the conſciences of Men, are 1pſs fatto 


»nll, 
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elf,” They exerciſe that authoriry of Chrifts - - , 
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wall, and are no way ratified in Heaven, ſing 
where all their orderly aRings are madeſhon 
yalid ; that is, by Chriſt himſelf in his}pir 
Word. wil 
Ninthly, The reaſon therefore why the|6o' 
 eonſent of the Church is required unto the [nd 
 amnthoritative aRing of the Elders thereic, 
© 1s not becauſe from thence any axthorit [i 
doth accrue unto them anew, which vir- 
eually and radically they bad not before, 
bat becauſe by the rule of the Goſpel this [ni 
: is required to the orderly ating of their [p:c 
E power, which without it would be congrs- 
/ * ry to rule, and therefore ineffeRtual ; «| 
alſo it muſt needs be from the nature of the [13 
b- 7 thing ir ſelf, for no at can take place in 
kT the Church without or apainft its own con- |jn 
A ſent, whileſt its obedience is yolantary and |fa 
of choice. in 
2Þ, Bur if it be asked, what then ſhall the [th 
 *> Elders do, in caſe the Church refuſe to [yr 
conſent unto ſach aRs as are indeed accor- | 
/ ding to rule, and warranted by the infti- |fy 
| tftion of Chrift ? it is anſwered, that they |cc 
4 are Firft diligently ro 5»ſfruf them from |; 
L 


the Word in their duty, making known che 
minde of Chriſt unto them in the matcer |( 
-» bnder conſideration. (2) To declare uoco [x 
them the danger of their diſſent in obſtrud- |t 
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en, ling the edification of the Body, to the di'« 
adeſhonour of rhe Lord Chriit, ard cheir own 
bs[fpiricual diſadvantage. (3) To wait pati- 

wy for the concurrence of the grace of 
the [God with cher M.niftry , in giving light 
the [nd obedience un:o the Church; and 
18,14) In caſe of the Churches continuance 
# | any failure of duty, to ſeek for advice 
it« ind 60anſel. from the Elders and Brechren 
e; of orber Churches, all which particulars 
bis [mighc be enlarged, would the nature of our 
ir [p:eſenc deſign and work permit it- 


as | Queſt. 29. What is the duty of the Church 
be [wards their Elders, Paſtors, or Teachers ? 
in| Anſw, (1) To have them tn reverence 
i- jand Honour foz2 thetr office and wozgks - 
d [fake, (2) To obey them conſctentiouflp 
in all things wherein they ſpeak unto 
e [them tn the name of the Lozd. (2) To 
0 [pray earneſtly fox them, that they map , 
- [and to erhozt them, if need require, to 
- [fulfiff the wozk of the Miniftry. (4) T6 
y [communicate unto them of thetr tempo- 
2 |zalg foz their comfoztable ſubſiſtance in 
* q'be Wozld, and uſefulneſs unto others, 
) 


(5) Wiſelp ts o2der things by their di- 
rectton, ſs 8s that they may be among 
[them wichour fear, (5) To abide with, 
K 2 and 
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and-ftand by them, in their ſufferinij 


foz the Goſpel, and ſerbice of Chill { 
among them. (1) r Thell. 5. 12, 13 
1 Tim. 5.17. (2) Heb. 13.17. 1 Gt : * 


16. (3) Eptef. 6. 18, 19. Coloff. 4. 
2 Theſl. 3. 1. Colcfl, 4. 17. Ca) Guo Þ 


1 Cor. 9.14 (5) 1 Cor. 16.10, (6) 2 Tim, ; 


x.16,17, 18, 2 T:w. 4. 16. 


Qyoeſt. 30, Are there any differences Pp 
the Office, or Offices, of the Gunaez, Ralirh, oy 


Elders or Miniſters of the Church ?' 


 Aniw. The Office of them that areF" 
Teachers, 1s one and the ſame among them F 
all, but where there are many in the 
ſame Church, it ts the will of Chzift that 
they ſhould be peculiarly aſſigned unto F 
ſuch eſpecial wozk in the diſcharge of their '};* 


office power, as their gifts recetbed trom 


him ds peculiarly fit them- toz, ano the P; 


neceſſittes of the Church require. Rom, 
I2. 4,5, 6, 7, 8. 1 Cor. 8. 11, I Pete 4: 
Io, Chep.5 2. 


E xplication. 


* Fhe Office of them that ere to inſtru & 
the Church in the name and authority of 


Chriſt, is one and ne ſame, as hath been 
ſhewed 


L . 
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kwed before. And th:re are many names 
at {are equally accommodated unto all 
ge are partakers of ir,:s Eiders, Biſhops, 
vides, They are all alike Eiders, ahke” 
i ops, alixe Guides, bave the one office” 
common amongſt. chem, and everyone 
e whole intire unto himſelf. Bat there 


 enames- alfo given unto. them, whereby 
- bey are diſtinguiſhc, .nor as to Office, bur 


to their work and employment in the 


| [charge of that Office: ſuch are Paſtors 
Wd Teachers , Ephefl. 4. 11, Which are 


a ced as-diftin& perſons in their work, 


| ? rrakers of the ſime Office. Now. the 


opodation of this diſtirction and diffe- 


Ly c lyes. 


"Firſt, In the diff:rent ifcs that they” 


Jhave received ; For although i: be*requi- 


red in chem all, that they have received 
il choſe gifts, abilities, and qualifications 


which are neceſſ[iry for the work'0f.che Mi- 


niſtry, yet as to the degrees of their par- 
ticipation of their gifts, ſome thby more 
excell in one, others. in anothgr.z-:1 Cor, 
12. 4, 5, 6. There are aiverſittes of: giftss 


[but the [ame Spirit, and there are differen= 


Fer of adminiſtrations, but the: ſawie_Lord : 
and there are diverſoties. of "Operations; but 


Ti L the ſame God which. wrkrb all nal. 
K 3 | Fox [ 
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For to one « given by the Spirit the wordWtirht 
wiſdow, to another the word of knowleage by ead 
the ſame Spiris, &c. and all theſe gitts $98) 
| beſtowed upoa them to be exerciſed anf#0 
. laid onr, for the profit and benefit of thaſor: 
Church ; Verſe the 7. The manifeſtation fp®| 
the ſpirit 13 given to every wan to pro Fenc 
withall. And therefore every one is in aÞ©b 
eſpecial manner to arrend unto the exer-|tht 
ciſe and uſe of that gift wherein he dothÞma 
excel], or which tends moſt to the edif-| ca! 
cation of the Chnrch , every man being toÞ at! 
mipiſter according as he hath received,j 0! 
x For 4-40. It 
Secondly, It lyes in the nature of the de 
work of the Miniſtry in the Church, which} ci 
in general may be referred unto two heads *! 
or ends, . Fc 
Firft, The i»ftr5on-of it in the know-| |) 
ledge of God in Chriſt, and the myſteries off tt 
the Goſpel, that it might grow in grace,wiſ-| E 
dom, ſaving lighr, and knowledge. ſ 
Secondly, The exbortation of it to walk| | 
anſwerable onto light received, in holineſs, | | 
and univerſal obedience. Now thongh 
theſe leveral ends of the Miniſtry cannot 
be- divided or ſeparated, yer they may be 
diftinguiſhed, and ſo carryed on diſtinRly, 
that in the one, knowledge gr light may 4 
| | firſtly 
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y{frſtly and principally intended , fo as to 
lead ento obedience; in the other, holineſs 
may be firſtly deſigned, as ſpringing from 
{Goſpel lighr or knowledge. Hence there- 
ſore are the Elders of the Church princi- 
pally to attend unto their work or that 
fend of the Miniſtry , which by the Holy 
Ghoſt they are moſt ſuited unto, And 
[therefore the Church following the iaci- 
mations of che Holy-Ghoſt, in communi- 
i6-þ cating his gifts in variety as he pleaſetb, and 
trop attending their own edification , may and 
ought amongſt thoſe whom they chooſe to 
{the Office of Elders or Miniſters, withall 
bef deſign rhem in particular unto that eſpe- 
cial work which they are eſpecially ficted 
and prepared for ; and this upon their being 
choſen, and ſer apart, they are according- 
7-| ly to attend urito : He that teacherh on 
off teaching, he that exhorteth on exhortation ; 
| Rom. 12.7, 8. Their Office then is the 
ſame , but their teaching, work, and em- 
k| ployment on the grounds mentioned, di- 
| ſtint and different. 


Queſt. 31. Arethere appointed any Elders 
e| in the Church, whoſe office and duty gonſiſt in 
| ral and government only ? 


| K 4 Anſw. 
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Anſw,. Gliders not called to teach or- 


dinarily , 02 adminifter the Sacraments, 
but to aſfift and help in the rule and go- 


bernment of the Church, are mentioned | 
in the Scripture, Rom. 12.8, 1-Cor. 1% | 


28, 1 Tim. 5. 17. 
Explication. 


This Office of Ruling Elders in the 
Charch, is much oppoſed by ſorne, and in 
eſpecial by them who have leaſt reaſon ſo 
eo do. For firſt, They objeR againſt chem, 
that they are /az-E/ders, when thoſe with 
whom they have to do, deny thar diſtin- 
ion of the Charch into the Clergy and 
Layity. For although they allow the diftri- 
bution of it, into Officers, and the m2xltitnd: 
of the Brethren, yer they maintain char the 
whole Church is Geds Clergy, his lor, and 
portion, 1 Pee. 5. 3. Again, they «ffirm 
them to be Elders, and therein nor meerly 
of the members of the Church, bur Officers 
ſet apart unto their Office according to 
rule, or the appointment of Chriſt. And 
if by Layiry, che People diftin&t from 
the Officers of the Church. are to. be un- 
derſtood, the yery. term of a [ay Elaer 
implyes a contradiRion, as deſignog _ 

who 
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who 37, and # not, a Chnrch-Offticer, Be- 
fides, themſelves do principally govern the 


- [Church by ſuch whom they efteem Lay- 
wen, as not in holy-Orders , to whom the 
principal pare of its ruſe, ar leaſt in the 


execution of jt is committed , which ren- 

ders their objeQion to this ſort of Charch- 
Ofkcers unreaſonable, Others alſo have 

firen advantage by making this Office 2»- 
"al, or biennial, in them thar are choten 

unto it, which chough they plead rhe »e- 
eefſity of their Churches for, as nor having 
Ws meet for this work and duty, who 
are willing to undertake it conſtantly du- 
ring their lives, without-ſuch a contribution 
for their mainrenance as they are not able 
to afford, yet the wiſeli of them do ac- 
knowledge an irregularity in what they do, 
and wiſh ir remedied. But this hinders nor, 

but that ſach Church-Officers are indeed 
defigned in the Scripture, and of whom 
frequent mention is made in.the ancient 
Writers, ard foo: ſteps allo, yer remain in 
moſt Churches of their inſticnrion, though 
wofully corrupted, For beſides, that ſome 
light in this matter may be taken from the 
Church of the 7ews, wherein the Elders 
of the People , were joyned in Rule with 
tbe Prieſts, both in the Sanhearim, and all 
l«fſer 
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Ifler Aﬀemblies, there is in the Goſpel 


expreſs mention of perſons that were al- 
ſigned pecularly for Rule and Government 


in the Church, as x Cor. 12.28. Anditis | 
in vain pretended that thoſe words, helps, |* 


governments, do denote gifrs only, ſeeing 
che Apoſtle expreſly enumerates the perſon, 
in Office, or Officers, which che Lord Chriſt 
then uſed in the foundation, and Rule of the 
Churches as then pianted. He that y»leth, 
alſo is diſtinpuiſhe from him chat reacheth, 
and him that exhoyreth, Rom. 12. 8. and is 
preſcribed ail;gence, as his principal quali- 
fication in tbe diſcharge of his duty. And 
the words of the Apoſtle to this purpoſe, 
are expreſs, 1 Tim. 5.17, Let the Elaers 
that rule well, be counted worthy of double 
honour , eſpecially theſe who labour 5» the 
word and doftrinc, For the words expreſly 
aſſign two forts of Eiders, whereof ſome 
only attend unto rule; others moreover 
labour in the Word and Doctrine. Neither 
doth that word, as ſome would have ir, /a* 
bonr jr the Weraz intend avy other labour 
but what is incambent on all the Paſtors 
and Teachers of the Church as their con: 
tang duty, fee Row. 6,12. As 20. 35: 
' I Thiſſ. 5-12 Now can we ſuppoſe that 
the Apoſtle would *thrm them to be mw 
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of double honour, whom comparing with 
others, he notes as 7emsſs and neglipent in 


- their work. For it ſeems that others were. 
- more diligent in the diſcharge of thar doty, 
*which was no leſs theirs, 1t only one ſort 


of Elders be here intended. The Scripture 
is not wont to command ſuch perſons as 
worthy of doxble honour, but rather to pro- 
poſe them as meer for double ſhame and 
puniſhment, Fey. 48. 10. 1 Cor. 9. 16. And 
they are unmindefnll of their own intereſt, 
who would have B:ſbops that attend co the 
rule of the Church, to be diftinAly intend- 
ed by the Elders that rale well ; ſecing the 
Apoſtle expreſly preferreth before and 
above them, thoſe that attend conſtantly 
to the Word and Dodatrine. And beſides 
whar is. thus expreſly ſpoken concerning 
the appointment of this ſore of Elders in 
the Church, their »/efl»eſs in the neceſlity 
of their work, and employmenr, is evident. 
For whereas a conſtant care in the Church, 
that the converſation of all the members 
of it be ſuch es becometh the Goſpel, that 
the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be not 
evil ſpoken of, is of great concernment and 
importance, and the Paſtors and Teachers, 
being to give up themſelves continually un- 
LO prayer, and the Miniſtry of the word, can- 
aot 
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_ 
not attend unto the conſtant and. daily: 
overſight thereof, the uſefulneſs of wet 
Elders, whoſe proper and peculiar work it - 
is £0 have repard uno thz boly walking oft.,; 
the Church, muſt needs be manifeſt uneo.all& 
But whereas j in moſt Charches, there is little 


or no regard unto the perſonal holineſs of } '< 
the members of them, it is no wonger that } bs 
no account ſhould be bad of them whoare Þ | 
ordained by the Lord Chriſt ro look after } 

itand promote if. ( 


The qualifications of theſe Elders, with a, 
the way of their call and ſetting ap=rt unto 
their Office, being the ſame with choſe of Þ q 
the Teaching Elders before infifted on, need the 
not be here again repeated. Their aucho. af 
rity alſo in the whole rulept che Church, by 
is every way the ſame witd-that of the }.:. 
other ſort of Elders, and. they are to a& thi 
in the excution of ir with equal reſp: 
and regard from the Church. Yea the bu- 
f1neſs of r#le, being peculiarly committed 
unto them, and they required to attend 
chereunto with diligence in an eſpecial 
manner, the work: thereof is principaliy 
theirs, as that of /abonring in the word and 
defirine doch eſpecially belong anto the Pa- 
ftors-and Teachers of the Churches. And 
this Taſtitucion | ts abuſed, when eicher on- 
| meet 
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meet perſons are called ro this Office, or 
: thoſe that are called, do nor antend unto 
Febeir ducy with diligence, or do a& only in 
Fir by the guidance of the Teaching Officers, 
Swichour a ſenſe of their own authority, or 

due reſpect from the Church. 


$ Queſt. 32. 1s there ns other ordinary Off ice 
Win che Church, but only that of Elders * 
F Aalw. Peg of Deacons alſo, 


Queſt. 33. What are the Deacons of the 
"Church ? 

Anſw, Approved mer, Choſen by the 
Church to take care foz the necefſities of 
the poo? belonging thereunto, and other 
outward occaſions of the whole Church, 
by the collection, keeping, and diſtriby- 
tion of the Aims, and other ſupplyes of 
the Church, ſet apart and commended 
to the gzace of God therein, by Pzayer. 
ng 6.3,5, 6. Phil. 1. 1. 1 Ti\a1.3.8, 9, 10, 
IT, 12, 13. 


Explication. 


- The Office of the Deaces , the nature, 
$end, and uſe of ir, the qualification of the 
1 perſons to be admitted unto it, the way 

L and 
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and manner of their Ele&ion and ſetting | 


apart , are all of them plainly expreſſed in 
the Scripture, Acts 6. 1, 2, 3- There aroſe « 
murmuring of the Grecians againſt the He. 
brews , becauſe the Widdows were neglefted 
in the daily miniſtration , then the T welve 
called the multitude of the Diſciples uno 
thew, and ſaid, it is not reaſon that we ſhould 
Rave the Word of God, and ſerve Tables; 
 wherefore Brethren , lock ye ont among you 
ſeven wen of honeſt report, full of the Holy- 
Ghoſt, ana wiſdom, whom we may appoint 
over this buſineſs, and the ſaying pleaſed the 
whole wwltitude , and they choſe Stephen , 
&c. whow they [et before the Apoſtles, ani 
when they had prajed', they laid their hands 
on them, 1 Tim. 3.8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13. 
Likewiſe muſt the Deacons be grave > not 
 dohble-tongued , not given to much Wine, 
20; gives 10 filthy Iucre, holding the myſte- 
yy of the Faith in a pure Conſcience ;, and 
lee theſe alſo firſt be proved, then lu 
them muſe the Office of a Deacon, being found 
blawtleſs ; the Husbands of one Wife, ruling 
their Children , and their own bouſe well; 
for they that have uſed the Office of a Deacon 
well, purcbaſe to them(elves a good degree, and 
great boldneſs in the Faith which & in Chriſt 
Feſmw. Theſe things are thus plain and ex- 


preſs 


ET 1D (3 MS 


preſs in the Scripture. Bur whereas many 
baye grown. weary of the obſervation of 
the inſticutions of the Goſpel, this Office 
hath for a lonp time been loft amonglt rhe 
moſt of Chriſtians. By ſome the name is 
retained, bur applyed co another work , 
daty, and employment than this to which 
ic s peculiarly appropriated in the Scri- 
pture. Their proper and original work of 
taking care for che poor, they ſay, is pro» 
vided for by others; and therefore thar 
office being needleſs, another, unto another 
purpoſe, under the ſame name, is erected. 
Such are Deacons that may read Service, 
Preach and Baptiſe, when they have licenſe 
therevnto. But this choice, to rejeRt an 
Office of the appoin:ment of Chriſt, under 
pretence of proviſion made for the duties 
of it another way, and the ereRing of one 
not appointed by him, ſcems not equall. 
But whereas it is our duty in, all ehings to 
have regard to tbe authoriry of Chriſt and 
his 8ppointments in the Goſpel, if we clatm 
the priviledge of being called aſter his 
name, ſome think chat if wbar he bath ap- 
pointed may be colourably performed ano- 
ther way. without reſpect unto his Inftitu- 
tions , that is far the beſt. Bart omitting 
the practice of other Men, the things thar 


CON. 
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concern this Office in the Church, are as, 


was ſaid, clear in the Scripture. 

Ficſt, The perſons called unto it are to be 
of honeſt report, furniſhed with che' gifts of 
the Holy-Ghoſt, eſpecially with w#/dow, 


AQs 6.3. And thoſe other endowment [fe 


uſefull in the diſcberge of cheir duty men- 
rioned, 1 Tim. 3. 8. 

Secondly, The way whereby they come 
to be made partakers of this Office, is by 
the choice or elefion of the Church, 4G; 
6. 2,3, 5. whereupon they are ſolemnly 
to be ſet apart by Prayer. 

Thirdly, Their work or duty conſiſts in 


a daily miniftration unto the neceſlities of | 


the poor Saints, or Members of the Church, 
Verf. 1, 2. 

Fourthly, To this end that they may be 
enabled ſo to do, it is ordained, that eye- 
ry firſt azy the Members of the Church 
do contribute according as God eaables 
them of cheir ſubRRance-, for the ſupply 
"of 'the wants of the poor, I Cor. 16. 2: 
And alſo oceafionally, as neceſlity ſhall 
require, Or God move their hearts by bis 
Srace. | 

Fifehly, Hereunto i is to be added what- 
'ever by the Providence of God may be 
-om—— upon the Church for -its- _ 
war 


| ward advantage, with reference unto the 


17 the Worſhip of God, &*. 145 
end mentioned, As 4. 34, 35. 

Sixthly, Theſe ſapplyes of the Church 
being committed eo the care and charge of 
the Deacons, they are from thence to mini- 
fer with ds/;gence and wiſaom unto the ne- 
ceſfities of che poor ; that ſo the needy 
may be ſupplyed, that there may be none 
that lack , the rich may contribate of their 
riches according to the mind ef Chrift , 
and in obedience unto his command, thar 
they which miniſter well in this office, may 
purchaſe to themſelves a good depree, and 
boldneſs in the fairb, and that in all, the 


' name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt may be plo- 


rified with praiſe and chankſpiving. 

[e belongs therefore unto Perſons called 
unto this Office, 

Firſt, To acquaint themſelves with the 
ontward condition of thoſe that appear to 
be poor and needy in the Church, whether 
by the addreſſes of fach poor' ones, who 
are bound ro make known their wants, 
occafions, and neteſlities unto them, or 
by the information of others or their own 
obſeryazion. 

Secondly ,'to acquaint the Biders and che 
Charch as occafion requireth with the ne- 


celfities of the poor nnder their care, that 
L thoſe 


thoſe who are able may be ſtirred up by the 
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Elders, to a free ſapply and contribution. 
Thirdly , To diſpoſe what they are en- 
erofted with faithfully, cheerfully, tenderly, 
without partsality or preferring one before 
another, for any outward reſpe&t what. 
ever. / 
Fourthly, To keep and give an acconnt 
unto the Church wben ceslled for, of what 


they have received, and how they hae | 
diſpoſed of it, that fo they may be known 


to have well diſcharged their Office , that 
is with care, wiſdom and tenderneſle, 
whereby they procure to themſelves a 
good degree with boldneſs in the Faith, 


and the Chnrch is encouraged to entrak 


them further with this ſacrifice of their 
Alms, which is ſo acceptable nnto God. 


Queſt.24. Wherein conſiſts the general dnty 
of the whole Church, and every member there- 
of un their proper ſtation and condition ? 

Anſw. Jn periozming, doing, and keep- 
img inbiolate all the commands and in- 
ſtituttons of Jeſus Chziſt, walking un- 
blameably and fruttfullp im the UWozld, 
holding fozth the Uozd of truth , and 
glozifping the Lozd Cheiſt in and by the 
p2ofeſſion of his name, and keeping his 

| teſtt- 


| 
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rftimony unto the end. Matth. 28. 20. 
A&ﬀs 2. 42. Phil. 2.15, 16. Chap. 4. $, 
9. I Thefl. 3.8. I Pet. 4. Io, 11, 12, 13, 
14. I Tim. 3. 15. Heb. 10. 23, 


Explication. = 
Beſides the general duties of Chriſtianity 


incurbent on all Believers, or Diſciples of 
Chriſt as ſuch , there are ſundry eſpecial 


| daties requized of them as gathered into 


Charch Societies, upon the account of an 
eſpecial truſt committed unto them in that 
ſtace and condition; For, Ce 
- Firſt, The Church being appointed as the 
ſeat and ſabje& of all toe inſtitutions Of 
Chriſt, and ordinances of Goſpel-worſhip, 
it is its duty , that is, of che whole body 
and every member in. bis proper place, to 
uſe all care, watchfulneſs and_.diligence, 
that all the commands of Chriſt; be kept in- 
violaie, and all bis inſtitucions obſerved, 
according to his mind and will. Thus thoſe 
added to the Church, As 2. 42: Together 
with the whole Church, continued ftedfaſt- 
ly C which argues care, circumſpetion and 


diligence ) 5n the Apoſtles Doftrine , and 


Fellowſhip, and breaking of Bread and Praye 


7, Which principal duties are ennmerated, 
DO - . L 2 A —_ IT to 


eo expreſs their reſpe& towards all. This 


1s their tanaing faſt in the Lord, which 
was a mateer of ſuch joy to the Apoſtle 
when he found it in the Theſſabriass, 
x Ep. 3. 3. For now we live if ye ſtand faſt 
54 the Lord. That order and ſtedfaftneſ 
which he rejoyced over in the Colofſeans , 
Chap. 2.5. For though ] am abſent 1s the 
Reſo, yer am 1 with you in the ſpirit, juy- 
ing and beholaing your order, and the fled- 
__ of yonr faith in Chrift, And where 
this duty is deſpiſed, men contenting them. 
ſelves with what is done by others, there 
is a preat negle&t of that fairhfulveſs in 
obedience which the Church owes nnto Je- 
fas Chriſt. | 

Secondly, the Glory of the Lord Chriſt, 
and the doQrine of the Goſpel ro be mani- 
feſted in,and dy the power of an holy exem- 
plary conyerſation, is committed unto the 
Charch and all the members of it. This is 
one. end wherefore the Lord Chriſt calls 
thetn ont of the World, ſeparates them t0 
be a pecnliar people gmto himſelf, brings 
them forth unto a vifible profeſſion, and 
puts bis. name upon them, namely that in 
their walking, and converſation, he may 
ſhew forth the holineſs of his doQrine, and 
power of his ſpirir, grace, and P—_ - 

| , effe 


nn Do. 


World, Phil. 2. 15. 
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efe&t in them all holineſs, godlineſs, righ- 
ccouſneſs and honefty in the World. Hence 
ire they earneftly exhorted unto theſe 
things. Phil. 4.3, 9. Brethre® whatſoever 
thugs are true, whatſoever things are ho- 
uſt, whatſoever things are juſt, whatſcever 
things are Pure, whatſoever things are love- 
ly, whatſoever things are of good report, if 
there be any vertue, if there be any praiſe, 
think on theſe things , and that to this 
end, that the doAtrrine of rhe Goſpel may 
be adorned and Chriſt glorified in all 
things ; Tir. 2, 10. And thoſe who fail 
herein are ſa:d to be Enemies of the croſs 
of Chriſt , Phil. 3.18 ; As bhindring the 
progreſs of the doQrine thereof, by repre- 
ſenting it andefirable in their converſa- 
tion, This alſo therefore, even the duty 
of univerſal holineſs, wich an eſpecial re- 
gard nnto the honour of Chriſt, and the 
Goſpel which they are called and defigned 
to teſtifie and expreſs in the World, is in- 
cumbent on the Chorch, and every mem- 
der of ic ; namely as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
that they be blameleſs, and harmleſs, the 
{ons of God, without rebukes in the wiaſt of 
a crooked and perverſe generation, among 
'whoms they are to ſhine as lights in the 
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- I5o A brief Inſtr uftion 
Thirdly, the care of declaring and my. [ate 
nifeſting the trwgh is alſo committed: unto [9% 
them. Chriſt hath made the Chorch to bel®'P 
the pillar ana ground of truth. 1 Tim.3.15, on! 
where the trath of the Goſpel is to be firm- 40! 
ly /cated, founded, fixed, eſtabliſhed, and _n 
then /ifred up in the wayes of Chrifls ap- Gill 
poinrment to be ſeen, diſcerned,and knom reſt 
by others. And 2s this is done prixcipaly ho 
in the preaching of che Goſpel by the El ul 
ders of che Churcb, and in their contend- the 
ing for the Truth once delivered unto| ©* 
the Saints, 7xde 3. So itis 8lſo the duty (ot 
of the whole Charch, to hola-forth the word | ** 
of life , Phil. 2, 16, by miniftring of the th 
giſt that every mas bath received; 1 Pe, 
4- Io. In the way of Chriſts appointment, | * 
In theſe, and the like inſtances , doth our a 
Lord Jeſus require of his Church chat chey| © 
exprelis in the World their ſnbjeRtion nn- b 
es bim, and bis anthori:y; and that they a 
[ 

c 

/ 

| 

| 


abide therein unto the end, againſt all op. 
poſition whatever. 
The ſinful neglect of Churches in the dil- 
. charge of their duty herein, was one great 
means of chat Apoſtacy from tbe rule of the 
y Goſpel which chey generally of old fell in- 
£0. When the members of chem began to 
think that they bad no advantage by their 


ſtare | 
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-[ſate and condition, but only the ontward 7 


4 
- 
I - 


participation of- ſome Ordinances of Wor-y : 


ſhip, and no Coty incumbent on them, bur 
only to attend and follow the motions and 
aCtings of their Guides, the whole Socie- 
ties Quickly became corrupt, and fit to be 
diſpoied of according to the' carnal ine- 
reſt of thoſe that bad By their negle& and 
fin, gotten dominion over them. And ar ) 


all times , as the people were negligent 1n 
their Carty, the Leaders of them Fre apt | 
to ulurp undue auchoricy. When the one 


ſort will nor do that which they ought, the 
other are ready to take upon_them what 
they oughe nor, Tr ts a circumſpe 


formance of dury on all hands alone, that 
will keep all ſorcs of perſons in the Church 
within thoſe bounds, and limics, and up co 


hath allocted and granted unto them, 
And herein alone doth the order, honour, 
and beauty of the Church confift. Church- 


thoſe rights, and priviledges, which the, þ | 


members therefore are to Trarch and en- 


| quire after the particular duties, which « 


ſach, are incumbent on theM”” as allo to 
conſider what influence their ſpecial ſtate 
and condition as they are Church-mem- 
bers, ought ro have into ail the dures 


of their obed ence as they are Chriſtians, 
= fa For 


F 
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Thirdly, the care of declaring and ma. 
rifeſting the trwgh is alſo committed: untyP*" 
them. Chriſt hath made the Church to beſ'P 
the pillar ana ground of truth. 1 Tim.3.15, on! 
where the trath of che Goſpel is to be firm- an | 
ly /cated, founded, fixed, eſtabliſhed, and Mn 
then /;fred up in the wayes of Chrifts ap- ” 
poincment to be ſeen, diſcerned,and knom | '© 
by others. And 2s this is done principal fn 
in the preaching of the Goſpel by the El: ul 
ders of che Churcb, and in their contend- thi 
inp for the Truth once delivered unto| ©* 
the Saints, 74de 3. So itis allo the duty 0 
of the whole Charch, to hold forth the word | ©: 
of life, Phil. 2. 16, by miniſtring of the tt 
Sift that every mas bath received; 1 Pe, fc 
4. Io. In the way of Chriſts appointment. | * 
In theſe, and the like inftances , doth our| " 
Lord Jeſus require of his Church that chey| © 
Expreſs in the World their ſnbjetion un- L 
ru bim, and his anthori:y; and that they 
abide therein onco the end, againſt all op-| * 
poſition whatever. | 
The finful neglect of Churches in the dil-| 
charge of their duty herein, was one great| - 
means of char Apoſtacy from tbe rule of the| 
Yy Goſpe] which chey generally of old fell in- 
£0. When the members of chem began to 
think that they had no advantage by _ 
| ate 
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[ſtate and condition, but only the ontward ? 


participation of- ſome Ordinances of Wor-y = 


ſhip, and no duty incumbent on them, bur 


aCtings of their Guides, the whole Socie- 


only to attend and follow the motions mg 


ties Quickly became corrupt, and fit to be 
diſpoied of according to the carnal inte- 
reſt of thoſe that bad By their negle& and 
fin, gotten dominion over them. And ar 


ſort will nor do that which they ought, the 
other are ready to take upon_them what 
they ought nor, Te is a circumſped per- 


formance of duty on all hands alone, thar 
will keep all ſorcs of perſons in the Church 


within thoſe bounds, and limics, and up co 
thoſe rights, and priviledges, which Chriſt 
hath allotted and granied unto them, 
And herein alone doth the order, honour, 
and beauty of the Church confift. Church- 


) 


.| all times , as the people were negligent in 
'| their darty, the Leaders of them Fre apt * 
to uſurp nndue auchority. When the one , 


} 


Te 


members therefore are to earch and en- 
quire after the particular duties, which «s 
ſuch, are incumbent on theM”” as atlo ro 
conſider whar influence their ſpecial ſtate 
and condition as they are Church-mem- 
bers, oughr ro have into ail the daties 


of their obed ence as they are Chriſtians, 
L 4: For 


/ 
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For this priviledge is granted unto them 
for their earfication , thar is their farthe- 
rance? in their whole conrſe of walking be- 
fore God, And if. this be neglected, if 
they content themſelves with a name to live 
1n this or that Church, to partake of the 
Ordinances that are ſtated and ſolemnly 
adminiſtred only, rhat which would have 
been to theis advantage, may prove to be a 


ſnare and temptation anto them. Whar- 


theſe eſpecial duties are in the particular 
inſtances of them, is of too large a confide- 
ration herc to be inſiſted on. Beſides it is 
the grear duty of the Guides of the Church, 
to be inculcating of them into the minds 
of thoſe committed to their charge; For 
the Churches due petformance of its daty, 
15 their honour, Crown, and reward, 


Qu. 35. Whence do you reckon prayer, 
which tu a part of moral and natural wor- 
ſip, among the in/titntions of Chrift in his 
Cheurch © 

An. Dn many accounts, as (1) be- 
cauſe tye Loed Chettt bath commanded his 
Churcz to a:rend unto the wozſhip of Ged 
therein. (2) becauſe he beftowg on rye 
Winiſters of the Church, 1jrs and ability 
of pzaper to2 the benefit and edification 
tlereof, 


EO , 
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thereof. (3) be hath appointed that aff 
his other ozdtnaances (hould be adminiftred 
bith pzayer, whereby it becomes a part of 
them. (4) becauſe btmſelf miniſters in 
the holp place, as the great High-Prieſt of 
his Church to pzefent their pzapers unto 
God at the thzone of grace, (5) becauſe 
in all the prayers of the Church, there rs 
an eſpectal regard had unto himſelf, and 
the whole wozk of his mediation, (x) 
Luke 18.1. Chap.21.36. Rom.12.5. x Tim. 
2. 1,2. (2)Epb.4.8,12,13. Rom. 8.15, 16. 
Ga/. 4.6: (3) As 2.42. 1 Tim. 4. 5. (4) 
Rev. 8. 3, 4. Heb. 4. 14, 15, 16. Chap.6.20, 
Chap. 10. 20, 21, 22. (5) Job. 14. 13. Chap. 
15, 16, 22, 26. Eph. 3, 14, 15. 


Qu, 36. May mot the Church in the ſo- 
lemn wor ſhip of God, and celebration of the 
Ordinances of the Goſpel, make uſe of, and 
content it ſelf 1n the uſe of forms of prayer 
in an unknown tongue compoſed by others and 
pre cribed unto them. 

An. So to do would be > /1) contrary to 
one principal end of pzayer tt ſelf, which is 
thatBelievers map therern appiy themſelves 
to the thzone of ſptritual grace foz ſuppltes 
accozding to the pzeſent condition, wants, 
and exigencies of therr ſouls. (2) to the 

main 
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main end that the Lozd Jeſus Chit 
aimed at in ſuppiying men with gifts fo? 
the diſcharge of the wozk of the Miniſtry, 
tending to reader the pzomiſe of ſending 
the Poly Ghoſt, which is the tmmedtate 
cauſe of the Churches pzeſervatron and 
continuance, needleſs, and uſeleſs. Moze- 
over { 3) Jt will render the diſcharge of 
the duty of Miniſters unto ſeberal pze- 
cepts and exhoztations of the Goſpel. fox 
ty? uſe, ſtirring up and exerciſe of thetr 
giits impoſſible, and (4) thereby hinder 
the edification of the Church, the great 
end of all D2dinances and Jriftttutions. 
(1) Rom. 8. 26. Phil. 4.6. Heb 4.16. 1 Per, 
4.7. (2) Epheſ. 4.5, 12, 13. (3) 1 Tim, 

4. 14. 2 Tim. T. 6,7, Colofl. 4. 17. Matth. 
WG; 14, 15, 19. (a) L LDF. 12. 7. 


Q:eſt. 37. Is the conſtant work of Preach- 
mpg the Goſpel by the Elders of the Church, 
neceſſary £ 

Anſw. Jt 1s ſo, both on the part of the 
Elders oz Miniſters themſelves, of whom 
that duty is fſtritly required , and who 
pzincipally cherein labour and watch fo 
the good of the flock ; and on the part of 
the Church, foz the furtherance of their 
faith, and obedtence, by inſtruction, re- 
p2o00f, 


Pe 
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p2oof.,exhoztation, and conſolatton. March. 
24. 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 59, 51. Rom, 12. 
7,8, 1Cor.g. 17, 18. Epbeſ. 4.12, 13. 
1 Tim. 4. 15, 16. Chap. 5.17. 2 Tim. 2.24, 
25. Chap. 3. 14, 15, 16,17. Chapter 4.2. 


Queſt. 38, Who are the proper ſubjcis of 
Baptiſm ? 

Anſw. Profeſling Believers, if not bap- 
tifed in their infancy, and therr Infant 
ſeed, Match, 28.19. Ads 2.38,39. Acts 16. 
33. ICor. 1,16, 1 Cor. 7. 14. Colofl. 2. 
12, 13. With Geneſis 17.10, 11, 12. 


Qneſt. 39. Where,and to whow,ts the Ordi- 
vance of the Loras S upper to be adminiſtred ? 

Antw. Jn the Church, oz Affembly of 
the congzegation. to all the PWembersg of 
tr.rightly pzepared, and duly aſſembled, oz 
to ſuch cf them as are ſo aſſembled. x Cor. 
11. 20, 21, 22,28, 29, 33+ Acts 2: 46, 


neſt. 40. How often iz that Ordinance 
to be adaminifired ? 

Anſw. Every Firft day of the week, oz 
at leaſt as often as oppoztunity, and con- 
beniency may be obtained. x1 Cor. 11. 26. 
Atts 20. 7, 


Queſt, 
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 Queff. 41. What #« the Diſcipline of the 
Church. 

Anfſw. Jt conffits in the due exerciſe of 
that authozitp and power which the Lozd 
Chzetlt tn and by his Wozd hath granted 
unto the Churth, foz its continuance, tn- 
creaſe, and pzeſerbatton, tm purity, c2der, 
and holineſs accozding to his appoint- 
ment, Match. 16, 19. Rom. 12,5. 2 Cor. 
IO. 4, 5, 6. Rev. 2.2, 20. 


E xplicatior. 


Sundry things are to be conſidered about 

this diſcipline of the Church, as 
Firſt, The fonndation of ir, which is 

orant of power and authority made unto i 
by Jeſus Chriſt, as Mediator, Head, King, 
and Law-piver of his Church. For all 45/c:- 
pline being an aQ of power, and this being 
exerciſed in and abour things interna), and 
ſpiritual, no men can of themſelves, or by 
grant of any others, haye any right or au- 
thority to, or in the exerciſe thereof, Who. 
ever hath any intereſt herein, or right 
berenntco, it mult be granted unto him from 
above, by Jeſus Chriſt, and that as Media- 
ror and head of his Church. For as all 
Church 


f 
d 
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Church power, is in an eſpecial manner by 
the authority and grant of the Father veſt- 
edin him alone, Matth. 28: 18. Epheſ. 1, 
20, 21, 22, 23, So the nature of it which 
is /pirit4al, the obje& of it which are the 
Conſciences and Goſpel priviledges of Be- 
levers, with the exds of ir, namely the glo- 
ry of God in Chrift, with the ſpiritual and 
eternal good of the ſouls of men, do all 
manifeſt that it can have no other righe nor 
foundation. This in the firſt place is to be 
fixed, thae no authority can be exerciſed in 
the Charch, but what is derived from Jeſus 
Chriſt, as was ſpoken before. 

Secondly, The weans whereby the Lord 
Chrift doth commannicate this power and 
anthority nnto his Church, is his word or 
his /aw and conftitution concerning it in 
the Goſpel ; ſo that it is exaQly limited and 
bounded thereby. And no power or au- 
thority can be exerciſed in the Church, 
but what is granted and conveyed unto it 
by the word ; ſeeing that Chriſt communi- 
cates no power or authority any other 
wayes, What eyer of that nature 15 beſide 
it, or beyond it, is meer aſurpation, and 
»ull in its exerciſe. Herein is the commiſfion 


| of the Gnides and Rules of the Church, ex. 


preſſed, hich they are not to exceed in 
any 
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4 brief Inftruiion 
any thing. Herein are bounds and limits 


fixed to the aQings of the whole Charch, 
and of every part and member of ir. 


Thirdly, This power or authoricy, thus | 
Sranted, and conveyed by Jeſus Chriſt, is, | 
to be exerciſed as to the wanrer of the ad-: | 


miniſtration of diſcipline, with 5k and dils- 
Fence; Rom. 12. 6, 1 Cor. 12. and the 
Skill required hereunto, is a gift, or an 
ability of minde beſtowed by the Holy- 
Ghoſt upon men to put in execution the 
Laws of Chriſt, for the government of the 
Church, in the way and order by him ap- 
pointed; or a ſpiritual wiſdom whereby 
men know how to behave themſelyes in the 
Houſe of God, in their ſeveral places, for 
its due edification in faith and love, 1 Tim. 
3.15. And this ability of minde to make a 
due application of the Laws of the Goſpel 
nnto perſons, times, and aRions with their | 
circnmfiances , is ſuch a gift of che Holy- 
GhoſR, as whereof there are ſeveral degrees 
anſwering to the diſtinct duties that are in- 
cumbent on the Rylers of the Church on 
the one hand, and Members on the other. 
And where this $kill and wiſdom is want- 
ing, there it is impoſſible chat cbe Dsſcspline 
of the Church, ſhould be preſerved or car- 
ryed on. Hereunto alſo diligence and watch- 
| w— falneſs | 


m_ @@TY 
- ww 


q ——_ — i 
"I oy 


. 


yo _ & YT» OY DS To OY Y 5 wo” 


TE he Worſuip of God, &C. 
 [falneſs are to be added, without which abi- . - 


| 


139, 


lty and power will never obtain their pro- 
perend in a due manner, Kom. 12.6,7,8. 


4 -Fourthly, the ed of this d5/cipline is the 


continuance, increaſe, and preſervation of '_ 
the Church, according to the rule of its firſt - 


Chriſt given his Church, for its conſerva. 


ay, and come to nothing, Nor is it to be -- 
imsgined that where any Church is called * 
and gathered according to the minde of 
Chriſt , that he bath lefe it deſtitute of | 
power and authority to preſerve ir ſelf, in 


pointed unto it. And that which was one 
principal cauſe of the decayes of the Aſian 
Churches, was the negle& of this Diſcs- 
plize, the power and priviledge whereof, 
the Lofd had left unto them and 1ntruſted 
them withall, for their own preſervation 
in order, purity and holineſs. And there- 
fore for the negle& thereof they were 
greatly blamed by him. Rev. 2. 14, 15,20. 
Chap. 3. 2. 2s is alſo the Charch of Corinth 
by the ApoRile, 1 Cor. 5.2. &s they are com- 
mended , who attended unto the diligent 
exerciſe of ir, Revel. 2. 2. Chap. 3. 9. The 
difuſc alſo of ir, bath been the _—_— 
0 


inſtication, x Cor. 5.7. This power, hath 


tion, without which it muſt neceſfarily de- * . 


that ftate and order which he hath ap- . 
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. of all the defilements, abominations and {or 
 confuſions, that have ſpread themſelyes 
Jof 
Ito 

Queſt. 42. Unto whow i the power and Vi 
adminiſtration of this Diſcipline commitred ( 
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oyer many Churches in the World. 


by Teſus Chriſt * 


Anſw. As to the authority to be exerted Þni 
in tt in the things wherein the whole Þ 
Church ts concerned, unto the Elders; as | 
unto eryall, judgement and conſent in, ] 
and unto its exerciſe unto the whole 1520+ Þ 
therhod 5 ag unto love, care, and watch- | 
fulneſs in pztvate and particular caſes, to |. 
eberp member of the Church. Mat. 24. 45. | 


Epheſ. 4. 13, 14. Ats20. 28. 1 Tim. 3.5. 
Chap. $5. 17. Heb. 13. 17. x Pet. 2.3. 
I Thef. 5. 12. Gal. 6.1, 2. 1 Cor. 4. 14. 


1 Cor.5.2,4,5. 2 Cor.2.6,7,8. 2 Tim.4.2. 


Explication. 


It bath been ſhewed that this power 18 
granted unto the Church by virtue of the 
ZEaw and conftitation of Chriſt. Now this 
Law afſfigas the means and way whereby 
any perſons do obtain an intereſt therein, 


and makes the juſt allorments co all con- } 


Ccernedinit. What tbis Law, Conkitution 
or 


' 
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nd for Word of Chriit afligns-unto any, as 
res F{wch, that they are the fr/# ſear and ſubject 

Jof, by what way or means ſoever they come 

Fto be intruſted therein. Thus that pow- 
»4 fer or authority which is given unto the El- 
ed Fders of the Church, doth nor firſt formally 

Irefide in the body of the Church nunorga- 
ed nized or diſtin& from them, though they 
le Fare called unto their Ofhce by their ſuffrage 
as Fand choice; but they are chemſelyes as 
1, F ſuch, the firl) ſubje&t of Office-power, For 
3- ſo is the Will of the Lord Chriſt. Nor is 


3. [the intereſt of the whote Church in this: 


0 Lpower of diſcipline whatever it be, given 
*enco ir by the Elders, but is immediately 
granted unto it, by the will and Law of the 
Lord Jeſus. 

Firſt, In this way and manner the Au- 
thority above deſcribed , is given in the 
firſt place, as ſacb, unto the E/gers of the 
Charch, This auchoricy was before ex- 
plained, in anſwer unto the 28th Queſtion, 
s | as alſo was the way whereby they receive ir. 


'S $2 


$ 
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; | are enabled for the diſcharge of their whole 

duty, in the teaching , and ruling of che 

| Mat. 16. 19. Which expreſſion being Meta- 

| | phorical, and in general lyable unco many 

A interpre- 


1 the Worſovip of God, 8&-. 'T61- * 


- 2 ———_ OI OC per rr ere 9 Da g—_ 


” - L . 
> n 
»_ oY. oe oor OAPI o- 4 Oy 9 7 


And it is that power of office whereby they 


Charch, called the power of the keyes, from 
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ding co che declaration made of it in thoſe 
particular inſtances wherein it is expreſſed. 
Nor is it a twofold power or Authority 
thac the E'ders of the Church have com- 
mitted untothem ; ene to teach, and ano- 
cher to rule, commonly called the power 


of order , and of juriſd:ct on; but it is 


one power of Office, the duties whereof are 
of ſeveral kinas referred unto the two ge- 
neral heads, fi: {t of reaching by preaching 
the Word and, celebration of the Sacra» 
ments, and (2) Of y«le or government. By 
virtge hereof, are they made R»lers over 
the houſe of God, Marth. P4. 45. Stewards 
in his bouſe, 1 Cry,.4. 1. Overſeers of the 
Charch, A. 20.28. 1 Pet. 5. 2. Guid& 
unto the Church, Heb. 13. 7, 17. Not ehac 
they have a ſupream or antocraorical pow- 
er committed unto them, to ercable them 
ro do what ſeems right and good in their 
own eyes, ſeeing they are expreſly bound 


> op unto the terms of their Commiſſion , 


Marth. 28.19, 20. To teach men to. do and 
obſerve all, ana only, what Chriſt hath com- 
manded , nor have they by virtue of ic, any 
dominion in, or qvtr.the Church, thar is, 
the laws, rules or priviledges of it, or the 
conſcierces of the Diſciples of: Chriſt, ro 

al:er, 
\ 
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interpretations, is to be underſiood accor-. | 
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; Jiſker, cbange,” add, diminiſh, or binde by 
their own authority, 1 Per. 5. 3. Mark 
10. 42, 43, 44+ But ir is a power mcerly 
miniſterial, in whoſe exerciſe they are ur- 
tothe Lord Chriſt accountable ſervants , 
 JHeb. 13. 17. Matth. 24. 45. And Servants 
of the Church tor Jeſus ſake,2 Cor. 4.5.Th:s 
Javehoricy in the Diſcipline of the Church 
| they exerc and put forth by virtue of their 
'Othce ; and nor either as declaring of the 
power of the Church ir ſelf, or s&-rg whar 
1s de'egared unto them thereby, but as mi- | 
| niſterially exerciſing the authority of Chriſt 
| committed unto themſelves. 

Secondly, The body of the Church, or 
the mnititude of the Brethren, (women be- 
ing excepted by eſpecial prohibition, 1 Cor. 
14+ 34, 35. I Tim. 2. 11,12.) Is by the 
Law and conſtitution of Chriſt in the Go- 
ſpel, intereſted in the adminiſtration of this 
power of diſcipline in the Church, fo far 25, 

Firft, To conſider, try, and make & 
judgement, in and at our all perſons, things, 
and cauſes, in-reference whereunto it is to 
be exerciſed. Thus the Brethren at Ferula- 
lem joyned in the conſideraczon of che ob- 
ſervation of Moſaical ceremonies with 'rhe 
Apoſtles and Elders, AZ. 15. 23, And the 
whltitude of them to whom letters were 
M 2 ſent 


ſent abour ir, IiKew:ſe did the Eo. Gas ne” 


the 30, 31, 32. And this they thought jr 
their duty and concernment to do, Chap. 
21,22, And they are blamed, who appiyed 
not themielves unto this duty, I Cor. 5, 4, 
5,6. There are tbe Epiſtles of Pawl to the 
Churches co inſtruct them in their duties, 
and priviiedges in Chriſt , and how they 
ought to bchave themſelves in the order- 
ing of all things amongſt-them according 
to bis minde. And theſe are direRted un- 
to the Churches themſelves , either joynt. 
ly with their Elders, or dilticdtly from 
chem, Phil, 1. 1. And the whole prefer- 
vation of Church-order, is on the account 
of this duty recommended unto them, 
Neither can what they do in complyance 
with their Guides and Rulers, þe any part 
of their obedience unto the Lord Chriſt, 
unleſs they make previouſly thereunto a 


rational conſideration and judgement by 


the rule, of what is to be done. Neither 
1s the Church of Chriſt ro be ruled with- 
out its krowledge, or againſt its will ; nor 


1n any thing 1s blinde obedience acceptable 


ro God. | 
Secondly, The Brethren of the Church 
are intruſted with the priviledge of: giving 
ard teſtifying their conſeot unto all _ 
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of Church power, which though ic belong 
not formally unto the authority of thern, ir 
js necgſlary unto their-validity and cfhcacy, 
and chat ſo far forth as cha: they are ſaid ro 
& and a what is done and effcRed there- 
by, x Cor. 5. 4,13. 2 Cor.2.6, 7, 8. And 
they who have this priviledge of conſent 
which hath ſo great an influence inro the 
iRion and validity of it, have alſo the li- 
berty of diſſent; when any thing is propo- 
ſed ro be done, the warranr whereot from 


{the Word and the yxle of its performance, 


$not evident unto them, 


Qu. 43. Wherein acth the exercile of the 
authority for Diſcipline commuted unto the 
Elaers of the Church conſiſt ? 

Anf. (1) In perſonal private admoniri- 
on of any member o2 members of the 


1 Church, in caſe of (rn, errour, 02 any 


miſcarriage known unto themſelves. 
(2) Jn publick admonition, 1n caſe of 
offences perſiſted in and bzought ozderly 
to the knowledge and conſtoeration cf 
the Church. (3+) In the eje&:o0n of ob- 
ſtinate offenders from the ſociety and 
communion of the Church. (4) Jn ex- 
horting , Comfozting , and reftozing to 
the enjoyment and ererciſe of Church- 
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petbiledges ſuch as are recovered from 
the erroz of their wayes all accozding to 
the laws, rules, and directions of the 
Goſpel. (x) Macth. 18. 15, 1 Thefl. 5.14. 
1 Cor. 4. 14. Titus 1. 13. Chap. 2. 15. 
2 lim. 4,2. (2) 1 Tim, 5.19, 20. Matth. 
18. 16,17, (3) Titus 3. 10. 1 Tim. 1.20. 
Macth. 18. 17. 1 Cor. 5.5. Gal. 5. 12, 
(4) 2 Cor. 2.7. Gal.6.1. 2 Theſl, 3.15. 


Q '. 44. May the Church caſt any Perſon 
out of its communion without previeus ad- 
monition © 


Anſ. Jt map in ſome caſes, where the 


offence is notozious , and the ſcandal + 
gzievous. fo that nothing be done againſt. 


other general rules, 1 Cor. 4. 


Qy. 45. Wherein doth the liberty and 
duty of the whole Brotherhood in the exer- 
ciſe of Diſcipiize 1n the Charch 1n particular 
conſiſt ? 

Ao. (1.) Jn a meek conſideration of the 
conditfon and temptations of offenders, 
with the nature of. thetr offences, when 
02derip pzopoſed unts the Church. (2.) In 
judging with the Elders accozding to 
rule, what in all caſes of offence is ne- 
ceſſary to be done, foz the goed pig 
offen- 
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offenders themſelves, and foz the edifica- 
tion and vindicatton vi the whole Church. 
(3) In their coſe unto, atid concur- 
rence tn the admoiittion, ejeciton, par- 
doning and reftozing of otfenders, as the 
matter ſhall reoutre. Gal. 6. 1, 2. 1 Cor, 
& 2,435,123. TCor.6:2. 2 Cn 6,3,% 


Qv. 46. What u the auty of private 
AArmbers in reference urto the diſcipline ap- 
pointed by Chrift in by Church # 

An. Jt is their duty in their mutual 
warch over one another, to exhorc each 
other unto holineſs and perſeberance z 


| am> tf thep obſerve any thing in tbe 


wayes and walkings of any of thetr fel- 
low Members not accezding unto the 
rule, and the duty of their pzofeſſion , 
which therefoze gives them offence, to 
admoniſh them thercof in pzibate with 
love, meekneſs and wiſdom, and in caſe 
they pzevatl not unto their amendment, 
to rake the afſiſctance of ſome other 1Bze- 
thzen in the ſame wozk , and if thep fail 
in ſuccefſe therein alſo, to reporc the 
matter by the Clders direction, unto 
the whole Church. Matib. 15. 16, 17, 18. 
I Thefl. 5. 14. 
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In theſe queſtions an enquiry is made 
after the exerciſe of the diſciphne in the 
Church, as to that part of ire which belongs 
anto the reproof and correRien of miſcar- 
riages according to the diſtribution of right; 
power, and priviledge, before explained. | 

The firſt a& hereof conſiſts in private 
admonition ; for ſo hath our Lord ordain- 
ed, that in caſe any Brother, or member of 
che Church, do in any thing walk diſor- 
derly, and not according to the rule of 
the Goſpel, that he, or they, nnro whom 
it is obſerved, and who are thereby of- 
fended, may and ovght ro admoniſh the 
perſon or perſons fo cffending of their 
miſcarriage and offence, concerning which 
is:0 be obſerved, 

Firſt, what is previouſly required chere- 
anto; and thar is, 

Firſt, that in-all the Members of the 
Church there ought to be /ove without 
difſimulation. They are to be kindiy af- 
fectioned one to another with brotherly 
love, Rom. 12. 9, 10. which as they are 
taughe of God, ſo they are greatly cxbort- 
ed chereunto ; Heb. 13. 1, This love - m 

on 


| bond of perfetion, the moſt excellent 
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way and means of preſerving Church or- 
der, and furthering the edification thereof. 
I (or. 13. Without which , well ſeated, 
and confirmed in the hearts and minds of 
Church-members,no duty of their Relation 
can ever be pertormed in a due!manner. 
Secondly, this love 1s co exert and put 
forth it ſelf in tender care and watchful. 
neſs for the good of cach other, which 
are to work by mutual exhortations, in- 
formations, infiruftions, according as op- 
portunities do offer themſelves, or as the 
neceſſities of any do leem to require. Heb. 
3-13. Chap. 10. 24 
Secondly, this duty of admoniſh'ng of- 
fenders privately and perſonally,is common 
ro the Elders with all the members of the 
Church; neither doth it belong properly un- 
ro the Elders as ſach, but as Brethren of the 
ſame ſociety. And yet by virtue of their of- 
fice theElders are enabled ro do it with more 
Authority morally , though office power 
properly be not exercifedtherein. By virtue 
alſo of their conſtant general watch over tbe 
whole flock in the diſcharge of their office, 
they arc enabled to take notice of, and dif- 
cern miſcarriages in any of the members, 
ſooner than others. But as to the _— 
of - 
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of the diſc pline of the Church in this mat- 
rer, this duty is equally incumbent on eve- 
ry member of it, according @s the oblige- 
tion on them to watch over one another, 
and ro exerciſe eſpecial love towards each 
other is «qual : Whence it is diſtinguiſhed 
from thac private paſtoral 8dmonition, 
which is an act of the reaching office and 
power , not diretiy belonging unto the 
rule or pgvcr:ment enquired afrer. Bur 
this :{monition is an effcct of Jove and 
where ic proceedeth nor from thence, it 
is irregular, Mazth. 18. 16, 17, 18. Rom, 
I5. I 4. | 

Toircly , this duty is ſo incombent on 
every member of the Church, thar in caſe 
of the n-g'e& thereof, he both finneth 
azainſt the Inſtitution of Chriſt, and mak:s 
h:mſelf parcaker of the ſin of rhe party 


off:nding, and is alſo guilty of his danger, 


and ruine thereby, with all thar diſadyan- 


rape which will accrue to the Church, by 


any of the members of it continuing in fin 
8pa:nſt che rule of the Goſpe]. They have 
no. only /iberty thus to admoniſh one 
another , bur it is their exoreſs and ir- 
diſpenſible duty fo to do. The neglect 
whereef is interpre:ed by God to be harred 


of our Þrother; tuch as wherewith che love 
of 
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of God is inconſiſtent, Lewie. 19,77. 1 7okn 
4.20. Chap. 3.15. 

Fourthly , aichough this duty be perſo- 
rally incumbent on every individual mem- 
ber of the Church, ye: this binders not bor 
if the ſia of an offender be known to more 
than one at the ſame time, and they joynt- 
ly cake offence thereat, they may topether 
in the firſt inſtance admoniſh him, which 
yer ſti]] is bur the firſt, and privare admo- 
nition ; which 1s otherwiſe, when others 
are C:lled into affiſtance., who are nor 
themſelves acquainted with the cffence but 
only by information, and joyn in 1, nor 
upon the account of their own being of- 
fended, but of being Gefired according 
unto rule to pive 8fliſtance to chem thar 
are ſo. FE ; 

Fifchly, the way and manner of the 
 Ciſcharce of this duty is, that it be Core 
with prudence, tenderneſs, and due regard 
-- unto all circumftancesz. whence the Apo- 
ſtle ſoppoſerh a ſpiriiusl abslity to be ne- 
ceſſary for this work. Row. 15. 14. Te alſo 
are full of goodneſs, filed with all knowleage, 
ſo that you are able ts admoniſh one another, 
eſpecially four things ere to be diligently 
heeded. | 

F.rit, that the whole duty be fo n——_— 

| aac 
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that the perſon offending may be conv.nced, 
that it is done out Ot /ove to him and af- 
feCtionate conſcientious cave over him, 
thac be may take no occafion thereby for 
the exaſperation of his own ſpirit. 

Secondly, that rhe perſons admoniſhing 
others of their offence, do make it appear 
that whar chey do is in obedience anto 
an inflicution of Chriſt, and therein to pre- 
ſerve their own foals from fin, as well as to 
benefic the offenders. 

Thirdly, that the admonition be ground- 
ed on a rule, which alone pives it autbori- 
ty and efhcacy. 

Four:ibly, that there be 8 readineſs mani- 
felted by them,ro receive latisfaction, either 
(1) In coſe that upon eryal, it appeareth the 
informacion they bave had of the miſcar- 
riage whence the vffer.ce aroſe, was x#»dur, 
.or not weil grounded ; or (2) of acknow- 
led;zement and repentance. 

Sixthly, The ends of this Ordinance ard 
L[aſtitution of Chriſt, are, 

(2.) To keep up Love without diſfimul:- 
tion zmong all the members of che Church, 
for if offences ſhould abide unremoved, love 
which 1s the bond of perfection, would nor 
long continue in ſincerity , which tends to 


the d:([o!u ton of the whole ſociety. _ 
(2.) To 


«as __ Jn 
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(2.) To gain the offender, by delivering 
h'm from che guile ot fin, that he may ror 
lye under it, and procure the wrath of God 
againſt bimſelf, Lewir. 19. 17. 

| (3.) To preſerve his perion from a:ſho- 
your and diſrepuration, ard theredy ro keep 
vp his uſefulneſs in the Church. To this 
end hath our Lord appointed the diſcharge 
of this duty 1n privace, that the failings of 
men may not be unnecefſ{:irily divulged, and 
themſclves thereby expoſed nnro tempta- 
tion. 

(4 ) To preſerve the Church from that 
ſcandal that mighc befall it, by the haſty 
opening of all the recall or ſuppoſed failings 
of its members, And 
\ (5:) To prevent its 770#ble in the publick 
bearing of things that may be otherwiſe 
| healed and removed. 

Seventhly, In caſe theſe ends are ob- 
tained, either by the ſuppoſed offending 
perſons clearing of themſelves, and mani- 
feſting themſcives innocent of the crimes 
charged on them, ss Zoſhua 22. 22, 23, 24, 
25- 2 Cor. 7.11, Or by their acknowledg- 
ment , repentance, and amendment, then 
this parc of the diſcipline of the Charch, 
hath, chrovgh the grace of Chriſt, obtaiced 
its appointed «ffcct, 

E ghthly, 
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Eighthly, In caſe the perſons offending, 
be not humbled nor reformed, nor do give 


ſitisf: Ction unco them by whom they are [it i 


admonmſhed, then hath our Lord ordained 
a ſecond drgree of this private exerciſe 
of diſcipline ; that the perſons who being 
offended , have diſcharged the foregoing 
duty themſelves according unto rule, ſh: ll 
. rake unto them others, two or three, as the 
eccaſion may, ſeem to require, to joyn with 
them in the ſame work and duty, to be per- 
formed in the ſame manner for the {ame 
ends, with that before deſcribed, Marth. 18, 
15, 16,17, Andit is the duty of theſe per- 
ſons ſo called in for afliſtance, 

Firſt, To judge of the crime, faulr, or 
offence reported to them , and not to. pro- 
ceed unleſs they finde ic to conſiſt in ſome- 
thing expreſly contrary to the rule of the 
Goſpel, and atteſted in ſuch manner, and 
with ſuch evidence, as their mntual I|cye 
doth require in them, with reſpect unto 
their Brethren, And they are to judge of 
the teſtimony that is given concerning the 
trath of the offence communicated unto 
them, that they may not ſeem eitber lightly 
tO take up a report apainit their Brother,or 
ta diſcredit tbe teſtimony of others. 

Secondly, In caſe they finde the offence 
pre- 
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pretended nor to be a reall offence indeed 
contrary to the rule of the Goſpel, or chac 


ir is nor arighe grounded , as to the evi- 


dence of ir, bur taken vp upon prejudice, 
or an over-eaſie credulicy, contrary co the 
aw of that love which'is required amonglt 
Church- members, deſcribed 1 Cory. 13. a-d 
commanded as the great means of the «dt. 
fication of the Church, 2nd preſeryation 
of its unior, then ro conyince the brother 
iffended of his miſtake, and with bim to 


happen among the members of the ſame 
body. | 
Thirdly, Being ſatisfied of the crime and 


with the offended Bro:her in the . ſame 
work and duty, that he himſelf had before 
diſcharged towards the cffender. 

Ninthly , Becauſe there is no determi- 
nation how often' theſe private admonitions 
are tO he uſed in caſe of offence, it is evi- 
dene from the nature of the thing it ſelf, 


one, and then the other, whileſt there is 
any ground of hope, that the ends of them 
may be obrained through the bleſſing of 
Chriſt, the Brother gained, and the off:nce 
taken 
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l8tisfie che perſon precended to be the of- 
ſender, that no breach or {/chi/m may 


teſtimony, they are to aſſ»>ciate themſelves | 


that chey are to be reiterated ; firſt the 
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raken away. Neither of theſe then is to 
be deſerted, or laid aſide, on the firſt, or 
ſecond attempr, as though it were perform. 
ed only to make way for ſomewhat far- 
ther , bat it isto be waited on with prayer 
and patience, as an ordinance of Chriſt ap- 
pointed for a:taining the end aimed ar, 
Tenthly, In caſe there be nor the ſacceſs 
aimed at obtained in theſe ſeveral degrees 
of private admonition, it is then the will 
of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, cbart the matter 
be reported unto the Church, thar the o- 


fender may be publickly zdmoniſhed there- | 


by, and brought to repentance ; wherein 
is tO be obſerved, 

Firſt , That the perſons who bave en- 
deayoured in vain to reclaim their offend- 
ing Brother by private admonition, are to 
acquaint the Elders of the Church with che 
caſe and crime: as alſo what they bave 
done according to rule, for the reQifying 
of it; who, upon that information , are 


obliged to communicate the knowledge of 
the wbole matter to the Church. This is 


to be done by the Elders, as to whom the 
preſervation of order in the Church, and 
the rule of its proceeding do belong, as we 
have ſhewed before. [ 
Secondly, The report made to the Church 


by 
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by the Elders is to be, (1. ) Qf the crime, 
guile , or offence, (2.) Ot the Teſtimony 
given unto the cruthof ir, (3.) Of the 
means uſed to bring the offender to ac- 
knowledgemen: and repentance, (4) Of his 
deportment under the private previous ad- 


Monicions either as to his rejecting of them, 


or as tO any fatisfaction tendered , all inor- 
der, love, meekneſs, and tenderneſs. 
Thirdly, Things being propoſed unto the 
Church, and the offender heard upon the 
whole of the offence, and former proceed- 


ing, the whole Church, or multitude of the 


Bretbren, 8re with the Eiders to conſider 


the nature of the offence, with the condi-. 


tion and remprations of che offenders, with 
ſach a ſpirit of meekneſs as our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt in bis own perſon let them an exam- 
ple of , in his dealing with finners , and 
which is required in them-as his Diſciples, 
Gal, 6. 1, 2. 2 Cor.2.8, 

Fourthly, The Elders and Brethren are 
to judge of the offence, and the carriage of 
the offender according to rule, and if the 
offence be evidenr, and perſiſted in, then 
* Fifthly, The offender is to be pabliok/y 
admoniſned by the Elders, with the confenr 
and concurrence of the Church, 1 Thefſ. 5. 
14, LI Tim. IJ, 20» AManth. 18. 16, I7s And 
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A brief Inftruftion 
this admonition conſiſts of Five parts 

(i.) A declaration of the crime or of- 
fence, as it is evidenced unto the Church, 

(2.) A convict.on of the ev4/ of it, from 
the rulc;or rules cranſgreſſed apainſt, 

(3.) A declaration of the aztheriry and 
daty of the Church in ſuch caſes. 

(4-) A rebuke of che offender in the 
name of Chriſt, anſwering the nature and 
circumſtances of the offence. 

(5-) An Exbortation unto hamiliation 
and repentance and acknowledgement. 

Eleventhly, In caſe the offender deſpiſe 
this admoniion of the Church, and come 
not upon 1t unto repentance, it is the will 
and appointment of onr Lord Jeſus Chtiſt 
that be be car off from all che Priviledges 
of the Church, and caft our from che ſocie- 
ty thereof, or be excommunicated, wherein 
conſiſts the /aft a& of the diſcipline of the 
Church for the correQion of. offenders ; 
and berein may be conſidered, 

Firſt, The nature of ic, char it is an ax- 
Fhoritative ati and ſo principally belongs 
unto the Elders of the Church, who tbere- 
in exert the power that they have received 
from the Lord Chriſt, by and with the con- 
ſent of the Church accordirg to his ap- 
pointmenr, Marth. 16. 19. Jobn 20. 23. 
"We Matth. 
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Matth. 18. 18. 1 Cor. F. 4. Titms 3. 10. 
1 Tim. 1.20. 2 Cory. 2. 6. And both theſe 
the Authority of the Elderſhip,and the con- 
ſent of the Brethren, are neceſſary to the 
validity of the ſentence, and that according 
to the appointment of Chriſt, and the pra- 
Rice of the firſt Churches. 

Secondly , The effe& of it, which is the 
cutting cf, or caſting out of the perſon 


_ offending from the communion of the 


Church, in the Priviledges of che Goſpel, 
as conſequen:ly from that of all the viſible 
Churches of Chriſt in the earth by virtue 
of their commun'on one with another , 
whereby he is left unto the vifible Kingdom 


of Satan in the World, Aatth. 18. 17. 


1 Cor. 5.2,5,13- I Tim. 1.20. Tito 3, 
IO. Gal. 5. 12. 

Thirdly, The ends of it which are, 

(1.) The gaining of the party off-nding, 
by bringing bim to repentance, bomiliati- 
on, and scknowledgement of his offence, 
2 Cor. 2. 6,7. 2 Cor. 13. 19. 


(2.) The warning of others not to do fo 


preſumptuouſly. | 
C3.) The preſervi»g of the Church in ics 

purity and order, 1 Coy. 5.6, 7. all co the 

glory of Jeſus Chriſt. | 
Fourtbly, The oawſes of it or the gronnds 
N 2 .and 
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and reaſons on which the Church may'pro. 
ceed unto ſentence againſt any offending 
perſons. Now theſe are no other : but 

ſuch as they jucge according to the Go- 
| ſpe], thar che Lord Cairiſt will proceed 
vpon in bis fioal judgement at the laſt 
day. For the Church jadgeth in the name 
and sutbority of Chriit , and are to ex- 
clude none from its communion, _ but 


thoſe whom they find by the rule, that be ' 


bimſelf excludes from his Kingdom ; and 
ſo that which chey bind on: earth, is 
bonnd by him in Heaven, Jatth. 18. 18, 
And their ſentence herein is to be declared, 
as the declaration of the ſentence which 
the Head of the Church, and Judge of all, 
will pronounce at the laſt day, only with 
this difference, that it is alſo mide knowr, 
that this fentence of theirs, is not final or 
decretory, but in order to the prevention 
of that which will be ſo, unleſs the evil be 
repented of, Now although the particular 
evils, fins, or. offences, that may render 
a perſon obnoxious unto this cenſure and 
ſentence, are not to be enumeraced, : by 
reaſon of the variety of circomſtances 
which change the nacure of ections , yer 
they may in general be referred unto theſe 
. heads. Xs 

Firſt, 
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Firſt, Moyal evils, contrary co the lighe 
of nature, and expreſs commands or, pro- 
hibitions. of the moral Law, dire rules of 
the Goſpe!, or of evil report in the world 
amongſt men walking according to the 
role and lighc of reaſor. And in caſes of 
this nature, the Church may proceed unto 
the ſentence whereof we ſpeak, withour 
previous admonirion, in c:{e the matter of 
fact be retorions, publickiy and urqueſt;- 
onably known to be true, and no general 
rule {which is nor co be impeached by par- 
ticalar inſtances ) lye againlt their proce- 
dure, 1 Cor.5-3 4. 2 Tim. 3.2,3,4,5- 


Secondly, Offerices apsinit that mwutwal 


love which is the bond of perfeRtion 1n the 
Church, if pertinaciouſly perſiſted in, March. 
18. 16, 17. 

Thirdly, Falſe doftrines againſt the fun- 
damentals in faith or worſhip, eſpecially if 
mainrained with contention, to the crouble 
and diſturbance of the peace of the Church, 
Gal. 5.12, Titus 3-9, 10, 11, I Tim. 6. 
3, 4,5- Revel. 2. 14, 15- | 

Fourthiy, Blaſphemy, or evil ſpeaking 
of the wayes and worſhip of God in the 
Church, eſpecially if joyned wirhan intent: - 
on to hinder the proſpericy of the Church, 


or to expoſe it to perſecution, 1 Tim. 1,20. 
N 3 Fit: bly, 
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\. Fifthly, Deſertion, or total cauſcleſs re- 
linquiſhment of the ſociety and commy- 
nion of the Church , for ſuch are ſelf-con- 
demned, having broken and renounced the 
covenant of God, that they made ar their 
entrance into the Chyrch, Heb. 10. 25, 26, 
27s 28, 29. 

Sixthly, The time or ſeaſon of the pur- 
ting forch the anthority of Chriſt in the 
Church for this cenſure, is ro be confide- 
red, and chat is ordinarily after the admo- 
nition beſore deſcribed, and that with dye 
waiting, to be regulated by .a conſiderati- 
on of cimes, perſons, temptations, and other 
circumſtances. For, 

(1.) The Church in proceeding to this 
ſenrence,is to expreſs the patience and long- 
ſuffering of Chriſt towards offenders, and 
not to put it forth withour conviction of a 
preſent reſolved impenitency. 

(2.) The event and effec of the prece- 
ding Ordinance of aamorition is to be ex- 
pected; which though nor at preſent evi- 
denr, yer like the word it ſelf in the preach- 
ing of ic, may be bleſſed ro a good iflue 

after many dayes. 

Sixthly, The perſon offending, thus cut 
off, or caſt out from the preſent ual com- 

munjon of the Charch» is till robe looked 
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the nature of the Ordinance which is ins» 
rended for his amendment and recovery , 
2 Thel. 3.15. Cownt him not 4s an enem , 
bat admoniſh him « a Brother; unleſs he 
manife(t bis final impenitency, by blsſphe- 
my and perſecution, 1 Tim. 1. 20. hom 
1 have delivered unto Satan, that they may 
learn not to blaſpheme. - | 

S:yenthly, The Church is therefore ftill 
to perform the duties of love, and care, 
towards {uch perſons. 

(1.) In praying for them, that they may 
be converted from the errour of cheir way, 
James 5. 19, 20. 1 fohn 5. 16. If any man 
ſee his Brother fin a ſn , which ut nat unto 
death he ſhall th , and he ſhak give him life ; 
for them that ſin not unto death. 

(2.) In withdrawing from them even as 
ro ordinary converſe, for their conviction 
of their ſtare and condition, 1 Coy. 5+ 11. 
2 T he/. 3.14. With ſuch a one no not to eat. 

(3-) In admoniſhing of th:m, 2 Cor. 3-15. 
admoniſh him as a Brother ,, which may be 
done (1) Occaſionally, by any Member of 
the Church (2) On /er parpoſe by the con- 
ſent and and appointment of the whole 
Church , which admonirion is ro conrain, 

(1. ) A preſingof their ſin from the rule 

N 4 on 
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on the Conſcience of the offender. 

(2.) A declaration of the nature of the 
cenſure and puniſhment which they lye 
under. 

( 3. ) A manifeſtation of the danger of 
their impenitency , in their being either 
hardened by the deceitfulneſs of fin, or ex. 
poſed unto new temptations of Sathan, 

Ejghthly, In caſe the Lord Jeſus be plea- 


ſed to give a bleſſed effe& unto this ordi- 


nance, in the repentance of the perſon cur 
off, and caſt out of the Church , he is, 

Firſt, To be forgiven both by thoſe who 
in an eſpecial manner were offended at him, 
and by him, and by the whole Church, 
Matth. 18. 18. 2 (or. 2.7. | 

Secondly, To be comforted under his ſor- 
row, 2 Cor. 27. And that by (1) The op- 
plication of the Promiſes of the Goſpel nnto 
his Conſcience, (2) A declaration of the 
readineſs of the Church to receive bim a- 
£2in into their love and communion. | 

. Fourtbly , Reftored (1) By a confirma- 


t50x or teſtification of the love of the Church 


unto him, 2 Cor. 2.8. ( 2) A readmifi- 
ou unto the exerciſe and enjoyment of 
his former Priviledges in the fellowſhip 
of the Church , all with a ſpirit of meck- 
neſs, Ga/, 6. 1, 

Queſt; 
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Queſt. 47. The preſervation of the Charch 
| i» purity , order » and holineſs being pro- 

vided for , by what way us it tobe conti- 
nued and increaſed ? | 

Anſw. The way appointed cherennta, 
is by adding ſnch as being effequally cal- 
led unto the obedience of faith, ſhall. vo- 
ſuncarily offer themſelves unto the ſociety 
and fellowſhip thereof, Acts 2. 41, 2 Cor. 
S. 5. 


E xplicatior. 


The means appointed by our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt for the continuance and increaſe of 
the Church, are either preparatory unto it, 
or ioſtrumentally efficient of ir, The prin- 
cipal means ſubſervient or preparatory 
unto the: continuance and increale of the 
Church, is the preaching of the Word to 
the conviQtion , :Ilamination and conyer- 
ſion of ſinners, whereby they may be made 
meet to become living ſtones in this ſpi- 
ricual building, and members of the mylti- 
cal body of Chrift. And this is done either 
ordizarily an the Aſſemblies of the Church, 
rowards ſuch as come in unto them and 
attend to the Word diſpenſed according 

co 
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co the appointment of Chriſt amongſt them» 
1 Cr. 14. 24.25, If there come in. one th# 


blieveth not, or one unlearned, ht u convin” © 


ced of all, he « juaged of all, and thus ar* 
the ſecrets of his heart made manifeſk, and: [® 
falling down on hu fact, he will worſhip God; 
or occaſhonally amongſt the ew of the 
World, Act, 8.4, | 
Secondly, The inſtramentally efficitn 
cauſe is that which is expreſſed in the an- 
ſwer, name!:y the adaing in due order unto 
tr, ſuch as being effcCtually called nnto the 
obedience of che Faith and profeſſion of the 
G:ſ\p:], do voluntarily out of conviction of 
their duty, and reſolution to walk in fub- 
j-ion to al the ordinances and commands 
. 0: Chriſt, offer themſclves to the ſociety and 
fe-lowſhip thereof , whereby they may be 
laid in this ſpiritual building, as the ſtones 
were in the Temple of old, which were 
bewed and fitted elſewhere. | 


Qu. 48. What tr required of them who de- 


fire to joyn themſelves unto the Church * 

Aol. (1.) That they be free from blame 
and offence in the Wozld. (2) That they 
be inſtiucted in the ſaving trucks and my- 
ſteries of the Goſpel. (3) Sound tn the 
faich. (4) That the Lozd habtng — 
them 


- "as 


them unts faith, repentance, and netwneſs 
of life by Jeſus Chzift, they gibe up them- 
ſelves to be ſaved by him, and to obep him 
in all things, and therefoze (5) gre 
willing and ready thzough his gzace, to 
walk in ſubjection to all bis commands, 
and in the obſervation of all his lawes 
and inftitutfons, notwithſtanding any 
difficulties , oppoſitions ,' oz perſecutt- 
ons which they meer withall. (1) pail, 
1, 10. Chap. 2, 15. 1 Cor. 10. 32. 1 Theſfſ. 
2.11, 12. Tir. 2.10. (2) John 6.15. Acs 
26. 18. 1Per. 2.9. 2 Cor. 4 3, 4, 6. 
(3) 1 Tim, 1: 19, 20. 2 Tim. 4. 3,4. Tit-1. 
13. Jude 3 ( 4) Ephel. 4.20, 21, 22 23, 
24. (5) 2 Cor. 8.5. 


Qn. 49. What « the anty of the Elders of 
the Church , towards perſons deſiring to be 
admitted unto the fellowſbrp of the Church ? 

Anſ. (1. ) To diſcern gnd judge by 
the rule of truth applped in lobe, between 
ſincere pzofeſſozs and hypocritical pzeten- 
ders. (2) To fnſtruct, direct, comfozr , 
and encourage in the- way, ſuch as they 
judge to lobe the Lozd Jeſus in ſincert- 
ty. (3) Lo propoſe and recommend them 
unto the whole Church, with pzaxers and 
_ ſupplicationg to God foe them. (4 

auUmir 
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admir them being appzobed into the oz” 
der and {ellowſhip of the Goſpel in the 
Church. Ads 8 20,23. Tit.1.,10. Rev. 2. 2, 
Jer. 15. 19. ARs 18.26. 1 Thefl 2.7,8,11. 
Acts 9. 29, 27, Rom, 14.1. 


Q'. 50. What « the duty of the whele 
Church in reference unto ſuch perſons ? 

Anf. Lo conſider them in lobe and 
meekneſs, accozding as thefr condition ts 
known, repozted. oz teſtified unto them, 
to appzobe of, and r2joyce in the grace of 
G9d tn them, and to recetbe them in lobe 
without diſtmulation, 1 Cor. 13. 


E xpligation. 


What in general is required unto the 
fireing of any perſons to be members of a 
viſible Church of Chriſt, was before decla- 
red, ar.d that is, that, which the Lord Jeſus 
hatch made the indiſpenſible condition of 
entring into his Kingdom, namely of being 
born again. Fohn 3.33, This work being 
ſecret, hidden, and invifible, the Church can- 
not judge of direQiy and in ics own form 
or nature, bur in the means, effc.cts, and 
conſequents of it, which areto be ceſtified 
uNTO IT concerning them who are to be ad- 
mitted 


| in the Worſhip of God, &c. 
mitted unto its fellowſhip and commanon , 
it is required therefore of them, | 
Firſt, that they be of a converſation free 
from blame in the world ; for whereas one 
end of the gathering of Churches is to hold 
forth, and expreſs the holineſs of :he 6o- 
ct-ine of Chriſt, and the power of his grace 
in turning Men from all ungodlineiſs vnto 
ſobriety , righteouſneſs and honeſty, it. is 
required of them that are admitted into 
them, that they anſwer this end. Ang this 
the principle of grace which is commun:ca- 
red unto them that believe, will effect and 
produce. For alchongh it doth not follow 
that every one. who hath ateained an un- 


blameable honeſty in this World,is inwardly 


quickened with a true principle of ſaving 
grace,yet it doth, that they who are enGow- 
ed with that Principle, will be ſo unblame- 
able. And alchough they may on other ac- 
counts be evil ſpoken of , yet their good 
_ converſation in Chriſt wil) juſtifie it ſel!. 
Secondly |, competent knowledge in the 
myſteries of the Goſpe), is another means 
whereby the great qualification inqui- 


red aiter is teſtifed unro the Church, 


For as without this no- privi/eage of the 
Goſpel. can. be proficably made nſe of , 
nor any 'd*;y vf it be rightly performed, 

| | ſo 
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ſo. ſaving light is of the eſſence of conver- 
fion , and doth inſeparably accompany ir, || 


2 Cor. 4 6. God who commanded the light 
to ſhine out of darkne(s, hath ſined in our 


hearts to give the light of the knowledge of 


the glory of Goa, in the face of Feſws Chriſt. 
Where this is wanting, it 1s impoſſible for 
any perſon to evidente that he is delivered 
from that blindneſs, darkneſs, and igno- 
rance, which all men are under the power 
of in tbe ſtare of nature. Such a meaſure 
then of light and knowledge, as whereby 
men are enabled to apprehend aright of the 
perſon and offices of Chriſt, of the nature 
of his mediation, the benefits thereof, and 
the obedience tha: he requires at the hands 
of his D.ſciples, is expcRed in them who 
defire to be admitted inco the fellowſhip 
of the Church. | 

Thirdly, Hereunto is to be added, ſound- 
neſs in rhe faith. For the wnity of faith is 
the foundation of Love and all the duties 
thereof, which in an eſpecial manner are 
to be performed rowards the Church, called 
therefore the honſe hold of Faith. There 
is among the members of the Church exe 
faith, Epheſ. 4. 5. The common faith; the 
faith once delivered nnto the Saints, Pwde 3. 
Which is the ſound dofFrine, 1 Tim. 1: 10. 
Which 
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in the Worſhip of God, &c. 
+ Which thoſe that will not encore, muſt be 
| turned from; 2 Tim. 4. 3: the fairhbful 
word that is to be beld faſt. Tir. I. 9. 1 Tim. 
1.19, And which we are to be ford in, 
Tit. 1. 13. Contained in a form of ſound 
words, as to the profeſſion of ir, 2 Tim. 
1.13. And this ſoananeſs in the unity of the 
faith, as it ſhould be improved unto oze- 
neſs of mind, and oneneſs. of accord, in all 
the things of God, Pl. 2. 2, though it 
may admit of ſome diffzrent appreber:fions 
in ſome things , wherein ſome may bave 
' more clear and diftir& diſcoveries of rhe 
| mind and will of God than others, which 
hinders not, but thar all may walk ac- 
cording to the ſame rule, Ph. 3. 15 16. 
So it is principally to be regarded in che 
fundamental truths of the Goſpel, in and 
by the faich whereof the Church holderh 
on the head Jeſus Chriſt ; Colof.2 19. And 
in the fundamental principles of Goſpel wor- 
ſip, the joynt celebration whereof, is the 
next end of gathering the Church; for with- 


our a conſent of mind and accord herein, 


no duty can be performed unto edification, 
nor the peace of the Church be preſerved ; 


| and theſe Principles are tho'e which we - 


bave explained, 
Fourthly, it is required that theſe things 
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be zeftifiea by them unto the Church, wich 
the acknowledgement of the work of Gods 
grace towards them, and their reſolution 
through the power af the ſame grace to 
cleave unto the Lord Chriſt with full pur- 
poſe of heart, and to live in all holy obe- 
dience unto bim. They come to the Chorch, 
as Diſciples of Chriſt profeſſing chat they 
bave learnt-the truth as ic is in Feſas, which 
what it inferrs , the Apoſtle teacherh at 
large ; Ephe/. 4. 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, Sce 
allo Aﬀs 11.23. Acs8.21, 22,23. And 
this by themſelves to be teſtified unco the 
Church. 

Firſt, that chey may be received in loye 
withoue diſlimulacioo, as real partakers in 
the ſame faich , hope and ſalvation with 
themſelves, as living membars of che »yſts- 
cal body of Chriſt. 

Secondly, Tbar on all enſuing occaſions, 
they may be minded of their own profeſit- 
on and engagements, to ſtir them up there- 
by unto faithfulneſs, Redfaſtneſs, and per- 
ſeverance. Hereupon are the Elders of the 
Church to judge by the rule of truth in 
Love and meekne{s concerning their con- 
dition, and meetneſs to be laid..as living 
ſtones in the houſe of God, ſo as that 
they may, "nents 
| (1) Rejet 


% the Worſhip of God, &r. 

(1+) RejeRt falſe hypocritical preten< 
ders, if in or by any means their bypocriſie 
be diſcovered unto them. AG; 8. 20, 23. 
Tits 1.10. Fer. 15.19. 

(2.) That they may direRt, and encon» 
rage in the way, ſach as appear co be fin- 


cere, inftruQtiog them principally in the na- 


rare of the way whereinto they are enga- 
ging, the daties, dangers, and benefits of ir. 
Afts 18. 26. Ad. 14.22. 1 Cor. 3.22,23.. 

(3.) To propoſe ther, their conditions, 
their deſires , their reſolutions, unto the 
Church afcer their own expreſſions of them, 
to be conſidered of in love and meekneſs, 
Aa 9. 26, 27. Whereupon thoſe that are 
approved, do give up theinſelves unto the 
Lord, to walk in the obſervation of all bis 
commands and ordinances, and to the 
Church for the Lords ſake, 2 Cor. 8. 5. abi- 
ding in tbe fellowſhip thereof, whereunto 
they arc admitted, As 2. 41, 42. 


Queſt. 51. herein doth the eſpecial form 
of 4 particular Church whereby it becomes 
ſuch, and is diſtinguiſhed as ſuch from all 
others, conſiſt * wy 

Anſw. J1 tbe ſpecial conſent and agzee- 
ment of all the members of it, to walk to- 
gether in the obſervation of the ſame D2- 
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"A brief Inflrultien _ .* | 
dinances numericzlly , hence its conftity- 
tion and diſtinction from other Churches 
doth poceed, Exod. 19.5, 8. Chap. '24, 
3,7. Deut. 26. 17. 2 Cor. 8.5. Acts 14. | 
23. Ats 20. 28. Heb. 13. 17. Tc: WM 


Explication. 


It hath been before declared, what efpe- 
cial agreement or covenant there ouphc to 
be among all the members of the ſame 
Church, to walk together in a due fubjeRi- 
on uctto, and obſervance of all the. iafſtiru- 
tions of the Lord Chriſt. And this is thar 
which gives it its ſpecia) form and diftin&i- 
on from all other Chburches. In che general 
nature of a Charch, all Churches do agree, 
20d equally partake. There is thc fame [aw 
of the conflicatton of them all; they -have 
all che ſame 7 ale of obedience ; all the ſame 
Head, the: fame end; all carry ic on by the 
obſervation of the ſame Ordinances in kind. 
Now befides thefe thinge which belong un- 
to. the'nature of a Chuech in general, and 
wherein they all «qually participate, choy. 
muſt alſo have each one its proper. 4iffe< 
rence , that which doth diſtinguiſh ic from 
all other -Churches ; and chis gives ir' its 
ſpecial form 85 ſuch. Now tbiscagnor op 
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fiſt in any thing that is accidental, occaſio- 
nal, or extrinſecal unto it , ſuch as is coha- 


| bitation, (which yer the Charch may bave 


reſpe@ ento, for conveniency, and farther- 
ing of irs edification )} nor in any civil or 
political diſpoſal of its members into civil 
ſocieties for civil ends, which is exrrinſecal 
to all its concernments as a Church, nor 
doth it confiſt in the relation ofthe Church 


' to its preſent Othcers, which may be remo- 


ved or taken away withonrt the diſſolution 
of the forms or being of the Church, bur ic 
confiſtech as was ſaid in the 2greement or 
covenant before mentioned, For 

Firſt, This is that which conſtitutes them 
a diftinft body, different from others ; for 
thereby and no otherwiſe do they coaleſce 
into a fociety, according to the law of their 
conftitution and appointment. 

Secondly, This gives them their eſpecial 
relgtson unto their own Elders, Rulers, or 
Guides, who watch over them as fo aſlocia- 
red by their own conſent, according unto 
the command of Chriſt, And 

- Thirdly, From hence they have their mu- 
tual efpecial rejation unto one another , 
which is the ground of the eſpecial exerciſe 
of all Church-dutices wharſoeyer. 


” SE © Queſ. 
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Queſt. 52. Wherein conſiſts the duty of any 
Church of Chriſt towards other Churches ? 

Anſw. (1) Jn walking circumſpectly, 
fo as to give them no offence. (2) Jn 
Prayer fo2 their peace and p2oſperity, 
(3) Jt communicaring ſupplyes to their 
wants acco2ding to ability. (4) In re- 
ceiving with love and readineſs the mem- 
q bers of them into feſlowſhip, in the cele- 
E\ bzatton of the Dzdinances of the Goſpel, 
; as occaſion ſhall be, (5) In deſiring and 
making uſe of their counſel and advice in 
ſuch caſes of doubt, and difficulty, ag may 
ariſe among them. (6) Jn joyaing with 


ſame doctrine of fatth, (1) 1 Cor. 10.32. 
(2) Pſal. 122. 6. Epheſ. 6.18. 1 Tim. 2. 1. 

(3) 2 Cor.s. 4,6. As 11. 29,30. Row. 
15. 26, 27. (4) Rom. 16.1, 2. 3 Ep. Job, 
8,9. (5) Ads 15. 2. (6) 1 Tim.3.15- 


Explication. 


| Churches being gathered and ſetled ac. 
cording to the minde of Chriſt , ought to 


themſelves, and to exerciſeit., in the diſ- 
charge of thoſe duties whereby their _ 
| | ua 


them to erpzeſs their communion in the | 


preſerve a mutual holy communion among 
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tual good and edification may be promo- 
ted. For whereas they are all uniced under 
6ne Head the Lord Chriſt, Epbe/. 1. 22, 23. 
in the ſame fairh and order, Ephe/. 4.5. 
And do walk by the ſame rale, they ftand 
in ſuch a relation one ro another, as is the 
ground of the communion ſpoken of. Now 
the principal wayes, whereby they exerciſe 


this communion, are the aQts and duties 


enumerated in the anſwer unto this Que- 
tion; as, | 

Firſt, Carefull walking ſo as to give no 
offerice unto one another , which although 
it be 8 woral duty in reference unto all, yer 
therein eſpecial regard is to be bad unto 
other Churches of Chriſt, that they be nor 
in any thing grieved or tempted , 1 Cor. 
10. 32. Give none offence, neither to the 


Zews nor to the Gentiles, nor t0 the Church 
of God. | 


Secondly , In conſtant prayer for the 


peace, welfare, edification and proſperity 
one of another, Rows. 1.9. Coloſſ. 1.9. Eph. 
'6. 18. And this becauſe of the ſpecial con- 
cernment of the rame and plory. of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in their welfare. 
Thirdly, In communicating of ſupplyes 
for their relief according unto their ability, 
in caſe of che ourward wants, ftraits, dan: 
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gers, Or 'receffities of any of them, 4, 
IT. 29, 30: Row. 15.26, 27. 2 Cor,8, r, 
4. 3» +, 6, I 4+ 

Feurthly, The recciving of che members 
of other Churches ro communion, in the 
celebration- of Church-Ocdinances, is ano- 
ther 'way whereby this communion of 
Churches is exerciſed, Row, 16. 1, 2. 3 Ep. 
74b. 8. 9g. For whereas the- perſonal righr of 
ſuch perſons unto the Ordinances of the 
Church, and their orderly walking in the 
obſervation of the commands of Chriſt , 
are known by the teſtimony of che Church 
whereof chey are members, they may with- 
out farther enquiry or fatisfa@ion piven, 
be -looked on pro tempoye as members of the 
Chygrch wherein they defire fetlowſhip, and 
participation of the Qcdinances of Chriſt. 
- Fiſthly, In defiring or making uſe of the 
counſel and advice of one another, in ſuch 
caſcs of doube and difficulty,. wherher o- 
fringl, or pratlical, as may arife in any 
af bem, Ad. 15. 2,6. And from bence ir 
follows, that in cafe any/Church eicher by 
exrovr in.dodrine, or'/precipitation, or mi- 
ſtake in other adminiſtrations, do give of- 
fence unto othey Churches; theſe ocber 
charches may require an aceountfrom them, 
admgniſh chem of their faults, and me 
3 +34: br CO) 0 
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hold 'communion froti then, in eaſe they 
perſiſt in the error of their way ; atid thar 
becauſe 5 their difficulties, and before their 
miſcarriages, they were bound ro have de- 
fired the advice, connſel and afliftance of 
thoſe other Churches, which being nep- 
|: ted by them, the other are to recover 
the end of it nanto their utmoſt ability | 
Gal. 2.6, 11. And hence alſo it follows , 
that thoſe chat are rightly and jofHy cen- 
ſured in any Church, onght to be rejeRted 
by all Charches whatever ; both bec:uſe of 
their mu:ua] communion , and becanſe it 
is, and ought ro be preſumed, untill che 
contrary be made to appetr, that in caſe 
there had been any difficulty, or doubr in 
the procedure of rhe Church, they would 
have taken tbe advice of thoſe Churches, 
with whom they were obliged to conſult. 
Laſfly , Whereas the Churches bave all 
of them one common faith, and are all obli- 
ged to hold. forth and declare it to all men 
as they have opportunity, x Tim. 3.15. to 
reſtifie this their mutual communion, their 
intereſt in the ſame faith and hope, for che 
more open declaration and propoſition of 


|. the truths of the Goſpel which they pro. 
 feſs, and for the vindication both of the. 


trath , and themſclyes, from falſe charges 
an 


. 
" n . wth * P 
; : _—_ -——_—— © ONE apes 
, 2 ERC - 2 RY 
5 or Re EN. 
"YG . 


/ 


in the Worſhip of God, &c. 199. 4 


PIT 
———— 


" =g 2X i 
OE. 


=”. 7" 200 A brief Inftruition, &c. 
and imputations, they may, and if God 
- Five opportunity, ewghe to joyn together | 
in declaring and teſtitying their joynr con- | 
ſent and fellowſhip in the ſame doQrine of | 
Faith, expreſſed ina form of ſound Words. 


. Queſt. 53. What are the ends of all this 
Diſpenſation and order of things in the 
Cbarch PEPIN 

Anſw. The glozp-of God, the honour of 
Jeſus Cheiſt the Pedfatoz, the fartherance {| 
of the Goſpel, the edffication and conſo- 
lation of Believers here 3” with their * 
T eternal ſalbatton hereafter. Rev. 4. 9; | 
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Io, 11, Chap.5. 12, 13. 1 Cor. 3, 22, 23. 
Ephbeſ. 4. 11, 12, 13+ 
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